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A AAIB Location
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AAIB Radar Track

Air Accidents Investigation Branch

7 minute flight

RAFiTopcliffe

« Radar shows two climbs

Husthwaite

Into cloud

{MoD Dishworth
- 97 kt e 60 kt —=
1000 . . . . . { e | .
= ® =
® /
‘ S 800¢F | | . | L T— ,’
ACCIDENT SITE"" © PR wmoemoe re ; 30 kt o )
g £ 600f e RYY Y'Y fe—e— « a / e
7 \
W T\' N 6
[
g 400
- ® CLAXBY
RAFiLinton-on-Ouse {I 200 ' '
> | ® GREAT DUN FELL 20 seconds
' 0

12:18:20 12:19:00 12:19:40 12:20:20 12:21:00 12:21:40 12:22:20 12:23:00
uTC

© AAIB 2015 4 10-Dec-19



A AAIB Overview of accident site
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A AAIB Accident site
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A AAIB Findings

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

* No pre-existing defects with the helicopter
 Actual Weather — Cloud 400 ft, Vis — 3-5 km
* Heli climbed into cloud, pilot not IMC qualified

* Likely disorientation in DVE followed by loss of control

* Why did the pilot decide to fly in these conditions?
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Airbus Helicopters AS355 F1, G-OHCP

Rhinog Fawr, North Wales, 29 April 2017
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AAIB Planned Route
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Image Landsat / Copernicus
Data SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO

Google Earth

Imagery Date: 12/14/2015 52°57'29.85" N 3755'42.69" W elev 204 m . eys alt 493.07 km
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A AAIB
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Accident site on Rhinog Fawr (looking West)
Site coords: N 52° 50.360’, W 003 ° 59.512’
Site elevation: 628m, 2,060’ amsl
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A AAIB Accident Site
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A AAIB Findings

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

* No pre-existing defects with the helicopter
» Actual Weather — Cloud 200-400 ft, MSA — 4,300 ft
* Heli seen entering cloud, pilot not IMC gqualified

* Likely disorientation in DVE followed by controlled flight into

terrain

* Why did the pilot decide to fly in these conditions?
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A AAIB common Features

* Private pilots without instrument qualification
» Challenging weather conditions

« Complied with legal minima (until they entered cloud)

* Lots of research/reports about the challenge of flying helicopters in
DVE.
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A AAIB suggestion

* Enhance Recurrent Training
» Use accident like these to highlight the threat to pilots.

 EASA Rotorcraft Safety RoadMap -

 Less checking and more training
« Safety Promotion Material

By highlighting the lessons from accidents like
these we might be able to encourage some pilots
to make different decisions in the future and
prevent similar accidents happening again.
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QUESTIONS?
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