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Transport Canada - Safety and Security - Civil Aviation

Standards Branch

Tower C Place de Ville

Ottawa

Ontario K1A 0N8

Attn: Mr J PHIPPS
Chief, Maintenance and Manufacturing Standards

Chairman – International MRB Policy Board

Date: 5th February 2012
Regarding: MSG-3 revisions in respect of Structural Health Monitoring (SHM)
Dear Jeff
I currently chair the SAE International Aerospace Division committee on SHM (Structural Health Monitoring and Management, Technical committee: G-11 SHM). This committee is in the process of drafting an Aerospace Recommended Document (ARP 6461) on implementation of SHM in the aerospace industry. 
This will be the first such guidelines with a pan-industry input ranging across the airplane OEMs, systems integrators, technology providers, regulators, civil and military operators. We are keen to incorporate direct references in these guidelines to MSG-3 revision 2009-1 and IP 105 in respect of S-SHM and A-SHM helping to add body and background to these revisions. It is also the intention that the guidelines provide users of the MSG-3 process with a point of reference for further development and incorporation of the benefits of SHM potential into maintenance planning.
I have two questions: Firstly, would the IMRBPB be willing to accept that  material from the current MSG-3 and IP 105 appears in the ARP document mentioned above (published by SAE International within their usual copyright framework)? Secondly, would it be acceptable that the ARP document provides a URL to the IP 105 document in the IMRBPB IP repository pending the inclusion of the text in the MSG-3 guidelines document? If not, what other means could be agreed such that its presence and content can be raised in profile and ‘kept alive’ to potential users and stakeholders in the industry?
I’ve had initial discussions on this topic with my colleagues who were in the MPIG SHM Working Group responsible for creating the SHM updates to MSG-3 and we recognize the need to promote the potential behind the revisions to the industry to expedite take-up and evaluation trials of the technologies and processes. The sooner this happens, the sooner IMRBPB can be provided with the necessary validation evidence relevant to IP105 enabling its inclusion as an appropriate further revision to MSG 3. The extra profile afforded by the ARP and its references will help facilitate this.
Sincerely,
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Peter Foote, Chairman

G-11 SHM (AISC-SHM)
(44 117) 302-8189

peter.foote@baesystems.com
cc Paul Conn, Francis Jouvard, Peter Osborne, Tony Harbottle, Lorenz Wenk
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