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Bird strike is a primary safety threat on Rotorcraft

ARAC-Rotorcraft Bird strike 20/02/2019 2



Bird strike on Rotorcraft… some figures

ARAC-Rotorcraft Bird strike 

EASA-PIA 
EPAS 2019-2023

ARAC Bird
strike WG 

Report

• Windshield 

penetration 

(no Bird Strike 

Regulation)

• Bird strikes 
forward of the 
main rotor 
mast

• Rotorcraft 
with Bird 
Strike 
Regulation

• Average bird 
weight 
(mostly single 
bird impacts)

1.05kg
10% EU  
2%US  

30-34%84-85%
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Draft Plan for 2019-Based on the ARAC report

ARAC-Rotorcraft Bird strike 

Recommendations Rulemaking

Incentivise safety of operations Product safety improvement

Safety promotion of non-traditional means 
of bird strike protection to operators 

Evaluation by the Rotorcraft Safety 
Committee
Applicability: All rotorcraft (TBC)

CS27.631 Rule to mandate bird strike certified 
designs (windshield as a minimum).

Applicability (TBD).

CS 27/29.631- Retroactive application 

Newly manufactured rotorcraft & Existing fleet
Extend and applicability (TBD).

Coordination and harmonisation plan with Airworthiness Authorities (FAA,TCCA..)
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Thank you for your attention!

Any questions….?


