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You have invested in a new 
drone as way of capturing 
personal activities and 
memories for your own use, as 
well as to share with members 
of your immediate family. You 
plan to attend the first ever 
football match of your child, 
nephew or relative, which is 
held on the local school 
football field. 

Before attending the match, you 
verify with the competent 
authorities whether the use of a 
drone to record such event is 
allowed in your country. If 
necessary, you ask for a special 
permission.  

During the game, you operate the 
drone to record audio and visual 
footage. You also use the zoom 
lens to film the child in action 
during the match. At some point, 
another parent attending the 
match asks you not to capture any 
footage of their child or 
themselves. Despite this, you 
continue filming as it is impossible 
for you to record the game without 
capturing the other children. 

2 - AT LOCAL SPORTING 
EVENT 

Privacy and data 

protection case study 

 Privacy  

 

Privacy of location or space: The parents of another 

child have specifically requested for them and their child 

not to be filmed. Continuing to film/ record them 

potentially infringes their privacy right to move and 

behave freely, unobserved, especially as this may be 

considered a semi-private event because it is held on the 

local school grounds. 

 

TIPS - Before using a drone, consider your surroundings 

and the impact of your operation on others. To avoid any 

problem, always ask people for permission before taking 

any picture or video that includes them. Where possible, 

respond to any questions from others about your drone 

use.  

 

Privacy of association: By filming the children playing 

football, you may be impacting the other individuals’ right 

to freedom of association. This risk is especially relevant 

because there is just a small group of people attending 

and the size of the football grounds makes capturing film 

and sound recording of others “unavoidable”.  
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