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AD FAQ 

Information available on EASA website 

General information on AD - AMOC - SIB 
home › airworthiness directives 

AD FAQ 
home › the agency › faqs › airworthiness directives 

AMOC FAQ 
home › the agency › faqs › alternative method of 
compliance (amoc) to an airworthiness directive 

 

http://easa.europa.eu/node/15639#NAAs
http://easa.europa.eu/node/15639#NAAs
http://easa.europa.eu/node/15639#NAAs
http://easa.europa.eu/node/15639#NAAs
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/airworthiness-directives-ads
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/airworthiness-directives-ads
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http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/airworthiness-directives-ads
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/airworthiness-directives-ads
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/airworthiness-directives-ads
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/airworthiness-directives-ads
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/alternative-method-compliance-amoc-airworthiness-directive-ad
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/alternative-method-compliance-amoc-airworthiness-directive-ad
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http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/alternative-method-compliance-amoc-airworthiness-directive-ad
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http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/alternative-method-compliance-amoc-airworthiness-directive-ad
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/alternative-method-compliance-amoc-airworthiness-directive-ad
http://easa.europa.eu/the-agency/faqs/alternative-method-compliance-amoc-airworthiness-directive-ad
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AD FAQ 

Why are EASA ADs issued in English only? 

Documents to be translated into EU official languages  
do not include ADs - (EC) 216/2008, Article 32 

Legal opinion on EASA obligations  
- ICAO Annex 8, 4.2. / MB Decision 12-2007 

Notify ADs to Design Approval Holder (DAH) of affected 
product, part or appliance in English or in the language of  
the DAH upon request 

Transmit ADs to EASA Member States and ICAO States  
with affected product, part or appliance on the national 
register in English - common in aviation sector 

 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:079:0001:0049:EN:PDF
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
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AD FAQ 

EASA MS NAA obligations  
- ICAO Annex 8, 4.2. / (EC) 2042/2003, M.B.201, 303, 304  

Transmit ADs to owners + operators of products, parts and 
appliances on the national register and verify conformity 

Design Approval Holder obligations  

Make available to owners + operators all information 
necessary to comply with airworthiness requirements 

 

 
 

For guidance on AD content 
- contact your State of Registry NAA 
- contact the Design Approval Holder 
- contact EASA ads@easa.europa.eu 
- attend EASA AD Workshops 

 
 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02003R2042-20120801&qid=1417596624043&from=EN
mailto:ads@easa.europa.eu
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AD FAQ 

Why does EASA not disseminate ADs to owners 
and operators directly? 

EASA Member State NAAs in charge of disseminating  
to owners + operators in their country 

Control the aircraft register and contact information 

Can decide on how to notify ADs to owners + operators 

All ADs are published - EASA MB Decision 12-2007 

Immediately available to anyone at http://ad.easa.europa.eu/  

Subscription, notification, biweekly reports available 

 

 

 

http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/
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AD FAQ   

Why does the Disclaimer limit the accountability  
of the AD Publishing Tool? 

Content is not complete (yet)  

all ADs issued or approved by EASA - since 28 September 2003 

many State of Design ADs issued by EU NAAs - before 2003 

many foreign State of Design ADs adopted by EASA - since 2003 

Mistakes are infrequent but possible due to technical 
restrictions of current tool and human errors  

Disclaimer has been updated with new Regulation and  
links to State of Design NAAs 
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AD FAQ 

How does EASA collect information published  
in an AD? 

Definition of minimum AD information  
- (EU) 748/2012, 21.A.3B(d) / MB Decision 12-2007 

EASA AD process defined in Continuing Airworthiness 
Procedure (CAP) 

Determination of unsafe condition based on reports received 

Development of corrective action by DAH 

Review and approval of corrective action by EASA PCM + Team 

AD drafting and publication (PCM + Safety Information Section) 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:224:0001:0085:EN:PDF
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/MB Decision 12-2007 amending the certification procedure.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/PR.CAP.00001 Continuing airworthiness of type design (CAP).pdf


02-03/12/2014 EASA AD Reading Workshop 8 

AD FAQ 

For which ADs do I have to record compliance? 

Depends in which country the aircraft is registered 

State of Registry regulations apply 

Usually State of Design ADs apply 

Aircraft registered in EASA Member States 

State of Design ADs apply (EASA + adopted non-EU SoD ADs) 

European State of Design ADs no longer exist 

EASA MS NAA ADs are information only and not mandatory 

Compliance with such ADs does not need to be recorded 
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AD FAQ 

Does EASA keep a list of countries that follow  
EASA ADs? 

No such list exists or will be created 

EASA Member States are bound to comply 

Most other countries follow State of Design ADs 

EASA ADs apply for products designed in Europe 

EASA ADs applied in many countries when EASA is not  
State of Design - national legislation or voluntary 
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AD FAQ 

What does it mean when an AD applies to  
‘all models’ or to a type ‘series’? 

EASA or pre-EASA European State of Design ADs 

Models certified before or on the date of AD 

ADs do not apply to not yet certified models 

Should only be used where type is out of production 

Example Airbus WB 

Certain non-European State of Design ADs  

Intended to cover future models certified after the AD 

Example Boeing 747 AD 87-04-07  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
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AD FAQ 

Airbus WB AD 2014-0164 

 

 

Certain non-European State of Design ADs  

Intended to cover future models certified after the AD 

Example Boeing 747 AD 87-04-07  

Boeing 747 AD 87-04-07  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0164
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0164
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0164
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/A859B218E10EFA398625695900728174?OpenDocument&Highlight=87-04-07
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AD FAQ 

Can an EASA AD require tasks in accordance  
with AMM/CMM job cards? 

ADs usually refer to Service Bulletins 

Exceptionally, AMM/CMM job cards are referenced  

instructions of the AMM/CMM task are an  
acceptable method to comply  

AMM/CMM tasks can be changed under DOA privilege,  
but amendments are monitored under DOA procedure 

Examples: AD 2012-0175R1 and AD 2013-0010  

http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2012-0175R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2012-0175R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2012-0175R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2013-0010
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2013-0010
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2013-0010
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AD FAQ 

AD 2012-0175R1 

 

 

 

AD 2013-0010  

 

http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2012-0175R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2012-0175R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2012-0175R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2013-0010
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2013-0010
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2013-0010
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AD FAQ 

Do aircraft level ADs for parts installed require 
both Vendor (OEM) and TC Holder Service Bulletin? 

No, mostly the AD refers to a TC Holder SB only  

Reference to Vendor SB only - possible if Vendor SB  
accepted by the TC Holder  

Both SBs - TC Holder SB for part installed on aircraft,  
Vendor SB may be used before part installation 

Examples: PAD 14-155R1, AD 2011-0160R2, AD 2010-0070 

Part with ETSO approval - AD issued to ETSOA Holder 
Referring to ETSOA Holder SB instructions, example AD 2014-0125 

http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/14-155R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/14-155R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/14-155R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2011-0160R2
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2011-0160R2
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2011-0160R2
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2010-0070
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2010-0070
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2010-0070
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0125
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0125
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0125
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AD FAQ 

PAD 14-155R1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/14-155R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/14-155R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/14-155R1
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AD FAQ 

AD 2010-0070 
Correction of unintended 
pilot seat movement –  
3 instruction documents: 

TCH AOT: deactivation of 
seat electrical power (1) 

Vendor SB: optional 
intermediate actions to 
restore seat electrical 
adjustments  (2) 

TCH SB: terminating seat 
modification (3) 

 

http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2010-0070
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2010-0070
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2010-0070
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AD FAQ 

Do I have to accomplish an AD if the required 
actions have been accomplished prior to the AD? 

Required as indicated, unless accomplished previously, 
depending on acceptable instructions 

Same instructions used as required  
in AD (or later approved revisions)  

Instructions used are accepted in 
the AD (through credit paragraph) 

Other instructions were used 

Exception: Task accomplished  
before minimum AD threshold 
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AD FAQ 

Later approved SB revisions 

 

 

Example credit paragraph 
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AD FAQ  

Are operators required to retain information on 
mandatory actions accomplished on an aircraft? 

Yes, to readily establish the status of the aircraft and its 
components at any time 

Accomplishment of mandatory actions must be  

recorded in the aircraft continuing airworthiness records  

demonstrated to the competent authority upon request 

Information to be kept and retention periods 
- (EC) 2042/2003 paragraph M.A.305, see also  

- Notice of Proposed Amendment (NPA) 2014-04 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02003R2042-20120801&qid=1417596624043&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02003R2042-20120801&qid=1417596624043&from=EN
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/NPA 2014-04.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/NPA 2014-04.pdf
http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/NPA 2014-04.pdf
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AD FAQ 

Is an AD task “accomplished” when the work is 
done or when the aircraft is released to service?  

Certificate of Release to Service (CRS) = date of 
accomplishment + reference date for repetitive tasks 

Actions with calendar limit: Delay between task 
accomplishment and CRS can distort schedule - 
coordinate with maintenance organisation 
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AD FAQ 

Can an AMOC be transferred with the aircraft  
from one owner to another? 

No, the new owner has to re-apply  

FO.CAP.00042 - incurs fees and charges  

Aircraft registered outside EASA Member States -  
only TC Holder can apply 

AMOC principles 

AMOC applicability = AD applicability > incorporate in AD  

AD revision > AMOC to original AD remains valid 

AD supersedure > AMOC no longer valid 
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AD FAQ 

Why does EASA issue ADs for changes to the 
Airworthiness Limitations Section? 

ADs issued for new or more restrictive limitations –  
non-compliance could result in an unsafe condition 

In EASA Member States, operators are required to comply 
through Part M, but compliance time is not defined 
- (EC) 2042/2003, M.A.302 

Obligation to inform ICAO States of Registry outside  
EASA regulatory remit of a potential unsafe condition 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02003R2042-20120801&qid=1417596624043&from=EN
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AD FAQ 

Why should TC Holders publish an AD to SB  
cross-reference list? 

Suggested by Certification Memorandum CM-21.A-J-001 

Best practice approach for TC Holder (optional) for the 
benefit of operators 

Easy distinction between mandatory SBs (AD exists)  
and optional SB (no AD exists) 

 

EU AD SB Effective Date Non-EU AD Subject AMOC 

2014-XXXX XXX-28-123 27/11/2014 US-2014-XX-XX FUEL - XXX Approval No. XXX 
SB XXX-28-456 

N/A XXX-27-789 N/A N/A FLIGHT - XXX N/A 
 

C:/Users/kisteta/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/1ECJ68D0/final
C:/Users/kisteta/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/1ECJ68D0/final
C:/Users/kisteta/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/1ECJ68D0/final
C:/Users/kisteta/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/1ECJ68D0/final
C:/Users/kisteta/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/1ECJ68D0/final
C:/Users/kisteta/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/1ECJ68D0/final
C:/Users/kisteta/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/1ECJ68D0/final
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AD FAQ 

How shall compliance with an AD be recorded 
when an AMOC was used? 

AD compliance through AMOC is best recorded  
by reference to 

The AMOC approval number and  

The specific Service Bulletin instructions 
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AD FAQ 

Do I have to comply with the latest service 
instructions available? 

Compliance always required with instructions 
referenced in AD - later SB revisions may be used 

Only EASA can issue mandatory requirements  
- (EU) 748/2012, 21.A.3B 

AD requiring Alert Operator Transmission (AOT)  
superseded by SB 

AD should be revised or superseded (see AD 2014-0257 ) 

AMOC should be issued for SB content 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:224:0001:0085:EN:PDF
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0257
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0257
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0257
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AD FAQ 

What does it mean when EASA does not adopt  
an foreign State of Design AD? 

EASA Member States 

Applicable ADs are those of the State of Design - unless  
EASA deviates under provisions of ED Decision 02/2003 

Foreign State of Design AD not adopted by EASA 

No need to comply for operators of affected aircraft in  
EASA Member States  

FAA AD 74-08-09R3: Fire in Lavatories (covered by CS-25 and OPS) 

FAA AD 2014-16-14: Boeing 737 Auto-Throttle Computer Replacement - 
EASA AD 2014-0093 (shorter compliance time) 

http://easa.europa.eu/system/files/dfu/decision_ED_2_2003.pdf
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-74-08-09R3
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-74-08-09R3
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-74-08-09R3
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-74-08-09R3
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-74-08-09R3
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-2014-16-14
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-2014-16-14
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-2014-16-14
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-2014-16-14
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/US-2014-16-14
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0093R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0093R1
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2014-0093R1
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AD FAQ 

What is a Safety Information Bulletin (SIB)  
and who needs to react on it? 

SIB = non-mandatory document 

To share information to promote safety 

AD action not warranted under (EU) 748/2012, 21.A.3B 

Target audience often identified in the SIB  
- see Applicability 

Compliance recommended, but non-compliance 
does not have legal implications 
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AD FAQ 

Any further questions? 

Contact us at: ads@easa.europa.eu 

 

Safety Information Section Manager 

Marco CAPACCIO 

Safety Information Officers 

Dan COJOCARU, Tanja KISTER, Nicolas MITON,  
Jan MOCSONOKY, Paul VAN EENIGE 

Safety Information Assistants 

Ewa ENGEL, Sebastian STRUK 

mailto:ads@easa.europa.eu
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AD FAQ 

Don’t forget: 

COMMENT ON 
EASA PADs !!! 
ads@easa.europa.eu 

 

mailto:ads@easa.europa.eu


Thank you 


