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What is We collaborate to understand the challenges 
industry are facing and work hard to help 
develop practical solutions in a coordinated way.

COLLABORATIVE

We aim to be useful and supportive to help 
the industry implement the rules and manage 
their risks as easily and effectively as possible. 

USEFUL AND SUPPORTIVE

We use plain, simple language that seeks to 
explain things in a way that people can easily 
understand without talking down to them. 

PLAIN SPEAKING
"To provide useful information that 
engages people in positive conversations 
about safety so that the rotorcraft 
community can comply with the 
necessary rules and reduce their risks to 
ensure safe and effective operations".

ENGAGING
We start positive conversations about safety 
that gets people thinking and provide the 
tools and information industry needs. 



Training – led by Mathieu Vandenavenne, 
Safety for Flight

Ops & SMS – led by Stefano Burigana, 
Elilombarda

Technology – led by Joost Vreeken, NLR

Sling Load Operations Safety Promotion –
led by Michael Behrens, Airbus

Hoist Operations Safety Promotion –
led by Alexander Weissenboek, Airbus

5 ESPN-R Teams



3 Groups on LinkedIn

> 2500 Members > 140 Members > 800 Members



2021 deliverables
Rotorcraft | EASA Community (europa.eu)

https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/rotorcraft


Videos by Bruce Webb, Airbus Helicopters

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ8zoJngd8kf7EiX6qQn-aQ



DRF 1st HHO Symposium

Sep. 2-3, 2021 



Guides and Manuals

Hoist Pilot Training Guide 

Sling Load Ops Best Practices

SMS Manual for Small Rotorcraft

Flight Instructor Guide 

Flight Examiner Guide 

Support Material

Unanticipated Yaw vs. LTE definition, 
led by Airbus
(support aimed to harmonize definitions)

Ongoing Activities 



Introducing VAST

Safety Above All

vast.aero



Who We Are

We are a public–private initiative to enhance worldwide 

flight operations safety in all segments of the vertical 

flight industry. 

Team members comprise international regional safety 

teams; safety authorities, including civil aviation 

authorities; and other industry stakeholders that work 

to improve global vertical flight safety.

ENABLING SAFETY COLLABORATION 
FOR THE GLOBAL VTOL INDUSTRY



The International Helicopter Safety Foundation 

rebranded in 2021 as the Vertical Aviation Safety Team 

(VAST)

VAST expanded public-private partnerships to all 

segments of the worldwide vertical flight industry.  

Using a data-informed, consensus-based approach, VAST 

will integrate and globally distribute valued safety data 

and proven risk reduction strategies.

WHAT’S NEW? 
NAME – SCOPE – APPROACH 



VISION

A worldwide vertical flight community with zero fatal accidents achieved 

through cooperation and collaboration.

MISSION

Continuously improve the community’s safety culture and operational 

performance through harmonization, coordination, and implementation of 

global safety information, resources, and programs while supporting regional 

safety team data that promotes vertical flight’s societal contributions.

4 WORKING GROUPS

Technology

Safety Promotion

Regulation

Special Projects Safety Rating and Global vertical Aviation Conference

ABOUT THE VAST



Recent Videos

https://youtu.be/R9H1qndzHmA


Recent Videos

https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/sites/default/files/2021-01/official-video-5-new_RWdntRZV.mp4
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/sites/default/files/2020-07/Helicopter%20COVID%20Video-community_0.mp4
https://youtu.be/DuZErlnu_f8


Recent Videos

https://youtu.be/Gb6K-ayPVe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_JtBQ93QiU


Recent Videos
Landing on Uncertified Helipads with Ari Vatanen
and Mathieu Vendenavenne, Safety For Flight



Recent Videos
Video Trailer IIMC by Claude Vuichard and VR Motion 

Webinar on Dec 16, 2021,  17:00-19:00, CET (TBC)

Webinar
Dec 16



Thanks!

and now… the Hoist Workshop!

Contact: SafetyPromotion@easa.europa.eu


