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ATA11 - Markings & placards consideration in MSG-3 methodology

→ Introduction/ Problem statement 

During 2022 EASA Aircraft Maintenance Workshop held in Dec-2022, the “condition and 
presence of required markings & placards” was selected as item for discussion by Industry. 
The following discussion was minuted:

“… 
EASA: ATA11 is NOT considered per MSI selection (typically TCH/ DAH start MSI selection from ATA21).
EU NAA: some missing/ deteriorated placards & markings may have an impact on safety as well as on operation (AOG). It seems placards and markings 
should be considered in the MSI selection, potentially not a dedicated MSI but analyzed in the concerned MSI. 

Industry: from our point of view existing Zonal programme should cover the condition of all installed placards and markings in each zone.
EASA: As some placards and markings are safety related, Zonal per definition cannot cover them. Per MSG-3 it should be addressed by a standalone 
GVI within the MSI from which “the safety function” was identified. 

…”.

TCH: Type Certificate Holder
DAH: Design Approval Holder
MSI: Maintenance Significant Item
EU: European Union
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1. Requirements for markings & placards
• Certification Specification (e.g. EASA CS-25/ CS-29)
• Recent example - EASA AD related to placards 

2. Considerations for markings & placards at MRB/MTB process
• MSI selection
• Zonal programme (scope and limit)

3. Feedback from IMRBPB
• Items for consideration
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• Certification Specification (e.g. EASA CS-25/ CS-29)

CS-25 Amendment 27

1. Requirements for markings & placards
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• Recent example - EASA AD related to placards 

1. Requirements for markings & placards

→ EASA has recently issued an 
Airworthiness Directive (AD) to address 
a potential unsafe condition, related to 
missing warning labels.

→ The condition has been assessed to 
result, if not detected and corrected, in 
a hazard. 
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→ MRBR/ MTBR (as part of ICA) does not include any particular task 
to address condition and presence of placards and markings.

→ Why?

2. Considerations for markings & placards at MRB/MTB process
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• MSI selection

Per MSG-3, for MSI selection, Step 1. 
requires the manufacturer to 
partition the aircraft into ATA 
Systems and Subsystems.

“… manufacturers partitions the aircraft into … ATA Systems and Subsystems…”

2. Considerations for markings & placards at MRB/MTB process
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• MSI selection

Per ATA Spec 2200, placards & 
markings are covered under ATA11

2. Considerations for markings & placards at MRB/MTB process

ATA SYS/ CHAP 11 “Placards and Markings”
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• MSI selection

MSI selection produced by 
Manufacturers generally starts at 
ATA 21-00-00 (Environment Control 
System)
ATA 11 covering Placards and 
Markings is not part of the MSI 
selection

2. Considerations for markings & placards at MRB/MTB process

It is therefore not considered at MSG-3 Systems/ Powerplant analysis level

Almost all manufacturers starts the MSI candidate/ MSI selection list from ATA21
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• Zonal programme (scope and limit)

The Zonal Programme:
- may detect obvious unsatisfactory conditions regarding Placards & markings installed in a zone,
- Will NOT detect missing/ lack of presence of Placards and Markings.

2. Considerations for markings & placards at MRB/MTB process

IMRBPB Annual Meeting 2023 – Cologne, 8-12 May 2023



15

• Zonal programme (scope and limit)

For Systems Analysis procedure, GVI derived from FEC 5/ 8 analysis:
- Cannot be considered as a candidate for zonal;
- Must be retained as a standalone GVI task at the level of concerned MSI.

2. Considerations for markings & placards at MRB/MTB process
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o Do you share this view?
o Possible solution envisaged or already in place?
o Why placards and Markings have not been considered as part of MSI 

selection?
o Any other suggestions?

• Items for consideration

ATA11 - Markings & placards consideration in MSG-3 methodology
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