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Description
The new European Drone regulation came into force at the end of December 2020. Drone
operations, either for commercial or leisure purposes, are now subject to the same conditions
right across Europe. 

While the ‘open’ category covers a concrete range of operations, the ‘specific’ category caters
for operations that present a greater risk than that of the ‘open’ category without reaching the
level of risk defined for the ‘certified’ category. A proposal for the provisions for the ‘certified’
category of operations will be issued in 2022. The next step for the ‘specific’ category is to
standardise the approvals of operations. For this reason, EASA issued guidelines for the

design verification process for drones used in operations classified medium risk (SAIL
1

 III and

IV according to SORA
2

). 

1
 Specific assurance and integrity level

2
 Specific operation risk assessment, published as AMC1 Article 11 to Regulation (EU) 2019/947

The guidelines provide indications on the application of the AMC to Article 11 and its broad
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https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/new-design-verification-process-authorising-drone-operations-specific
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/downloads/127716/en
https://www.easa.europa.eu/domains/civil-drones-rpas/specific-category-civil-drones


explanation will be the subject for this open live stream session. 

The ‘specific’ category has the potential to capture a wider range of UAS operations, allowing
drone operators to customise the way to safely conduct the operation. Operations in this area
have an incredible future ahead and are expected to grow significantly over the coming years. It
is important that the whole professional drones community – National Aviation Authorities,
manufacturers and operators – all understand these new guidelines, the technical terms
involved, the broad steps in the process and any other aspects relevant for planning a
professional business with a drone or fleet or drones in this particular niche of commercial
drones. During the live session the EASA Drones team will also focus on the approval process
for the authorisation of the operation and explain what it is and who does what.

This session will help you understand and remember what is required to fly your medium risk
drone safely and compliantly for work in Europe. Do you have questions and are looking for
answers? You don’t want to miss this event!

Live stream
Please use the following links to follow the live stream:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/European.Aviation.Safety.Agency/posts/10159224…
YouTube: https://youtu.be/69EUfd4snzY

Your questions
During the live event you can put your questions to the team. Access this link and follow the
instructions. 
Code E618 (insert if asked)
Questions not answered during the session will be addressed later on in writing and the
answers published. 

Want to stay informed on drone news from EASA?
Follow the 3 steps below:

1. Create an account on the EASA website with social logins or using the normal registration
form.

2. Follow the category “Drones”
3. Decide how you wish to stay informed (Personalised homepage, email or push notification)

Contact

drones [at] easa.europa.eu
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