
  

 
 

 
 

 

 Press release     
 

EASA and EDA strengthen civil-military 
cooperation in aviation safety 
 
Paris, 18 June 2013. Patrick Goudou, Executive Director of the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and Claude-France Arnould, Chief Executive of the 
European Defence Agency (EDA) today signed an arrangement for enhanced 
cooperation between the two agencies. The arrangement specifically covers the 
harmonisation of military aviation safety requirements with a primary focus on 
airworthiness.  

“The EDA-EASA Cooperation Arrangement will improve European civil-military 
cooperation in aviation safety. EDA and its Member States will profit from EASA’s 
experience in the field of harmonised airworthiness requirements. EDA on the 
other hand brings in its experience from the military side. This surely will lead to 
safer skies – for the benefit of all”, said Claude-France Arnould during the 
signature ceremony at the International Paris Airshow “Le Bourget”. Patrick 
Goudou added, “I am delighted to sign this agreement with EDA. The combined 
expertise of our two agencies is a great asset that will enable to pave the way for 
an effective partnership. Our common objective is to promote the highest  
possible aviation safety standards, in the civil and military domains.” 

Both agencies expect to achieve considerable benefits from this increased 
cooperation, especially in areas of ‘dual use’ aircraft. One such example will be 
the A400M which had recently been certified by EASA in its civil aircraft 
configuration. This civil certification can serve as a baseline for the subsequent 
military certification by the respective national Military Airworthiness Authorities. 
Some Member States have already agreed to use EDA’s harmonised European 
Military Airworthiness Requirements (EMARs) for the in-service support phase of 
this aircraft programme. 

In the field of Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) close cooperation and 
harmonisation of civil and military rules and regulations to enable safe 
operations in Europe will be essential. EDA projects on air traffic insertion 
(DeSIRE) and mid-air collision avoidance (MIDCAS) can be preliminary enablers 
towards joint civil and military certification.  

 

 

Background  

In European civil aviation, EASA ensures that all civil aircraft operating within 
Europe are airworthy and safe. The relevant legal framework is detailed in EU 
regulations. This means that EASA issues aviation safety rules which are 
implemented the same way in all Member States following the agency’s mission 
of achieving a “high uniform level of civil aviation safety in Europe”.   



 

 
 

 

On the military side, Member States currently have their national aviation safety 
systems in place. These systems are independent from each other, as each 
Member State is responsible for the regulation of its military and state aircraft. 
The results of an EDA initiated study underlined that the use of harmonised 
certification procedures for the development phase of multinational military 
aircraft programmes could generate at least 10% cost savings on industry as well 
as on the governments’ side, and up to 50% reduction in the programme 
duration. The EDA Military Airworthiness Authorities (MAWA) Forum was 
established by Defence Ministers in 2008 with the main objective to harmonise 
the European military airworthiness regulations of Member States. The MAWA 
Forum has already developed and approved harmonised European Military 
Airworthiness Requirements (EMARs) on type certification, maintenance and 
training as well as other supporting documents. 

On invitation of EASA, EDA experts already participate as observers in EASA 
rulemaking groups on air traffic management, airworthiness and flight operations 
(RPAS). 
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European Defence Agency 
The European Defence Agency works to foster European defence cooperation, saving money and 
increasing capabilities, because Europe is stronger together. As an agency of the Council of the 
European Union, EDA combines ministerial-level political will with technical expertise and input 
from all stakeholders. EDA is currently working on a host of cooperative projects, from modular 
field hospitals to cyber-defence to air-to-air refuelling. In every case, the aim is to save money and 
increase capabilities, in support of Member States. 

 

European Aviation Safety Agency 
The European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) is the centerpiece of the European Union's strategy 
for aviation safety. Our mission is to promote and achieve the highest common standards of 
safety and environmental protection in civil aviation. Based in Cologne, the Agency currently 
employs more than 650 experts and administrators from all over Europe. 

 
More information: 
 
Eric Platteau Elisabeth Schoeffmann 
EDA Head of Media & Communication EDA Media & Communication Officer 
eric.platteau@eda.europa.eu elisabeth.schoeffmann@eda.europa.eu 
Tel +32 2 504 28 23 Tel +32 2 504 28 42 
Mobile +32 476 985 557 Mobile +32 470 870 165 
Follow us on Twitter: @EUDefenceAgency 
 
Dominique Fouda        Jeremie Teahan 
EASA Safety Information & Communications Officer   EASA Communications Officer 
dominique.fouda@easa.europa.eu    jeremie.teahan@easa.europa.eu 
Tel + 49 (221) 89990 2007      Tel + 49 (221) 89990 2077 
Fax + 49 (221) 89990 2507      Fax + 49 (221) 89990 2577 
 

 


