Sunny Swift

S WintedBlanning

]

MARTIN IS A YOUNG PILOT, PLANNING A FIVE-DAY TRIP
BETWEEN CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

I'D LIKE TO BOOK THIS PIPER ARCHER

FROM THE cLUB

FLYING VFR IN WINTER REQUIRES FLEXIBILITY AND GOOD
ADVANCE PLANNING .

YOU SHOULD HAVE A PLAN B (TRAIN, CAR OR
CANCELLING THE TRIP) IN CASE THE WEATHER
ISN'T GO0D ENOUGH

MARTIN AND SUNNY CHECK THE GENERAL WEATHER FORECAST
FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK.

YES, TRY TO APPLY AIR MASS
THEORY TO THE SYNOPTIC
CHARTS

THERE IS ONLY A LOW RISK OF ICING OR
STRONG WINDS, BUT THOSE FRONTS
ARE COMING OUR WAY

MY PLAN C IS TO FLY VIA THE

NORTHERN ROUTE. THE
FORECAST IS BETTER THERE

FLEXIBILITY ALSO MEANS BEING READY TO
DEPART OR RETURN ONE DAY EARLIER OR LATER

THE CLUB IS WILLING TO PROVIDE THIS FLEXIBILITY, THEY'D
PREFER YOU TO CANCEL RATHER THAN TO TAKE RISKS.

RIGHT..

YES, THATS

PLEASE KEEP
US UPDATED

}/I ALWAY S RECOMMEND SETTING UP PERSOI\:H
WEATHER MINIMUMS, BASED ON YOUR LEVEL
OF EXPERIENCE AND COMFORT. WHEN MAKING
DECISIONS LATER, YOU SHOULD STRICTLY
ABIDE BY THEM

——"
>3 000 FT CEILING,

; >10 KM VISIBILITY,
\ <7 KT CROSSWIND

VERY MARGINAL!

THE DAY BEFORE THE FLIGHT, MARTIN CALLS THE NATIONAL MET SERVICE PROVIDER AND
GETS A PROFFESSIONAL WEATHER BRIEFING. THE 24 AND 30 HOUR TAFS, SYNOPTIC
FORECAST, OUTLOOK FORECAST AND CROSS SECTION ALL CONSISTENTLY SHOW THOSE
WEATHER FRONTS PASSING OVER THE COUNTRY. THE CONDITIONS FOR VFR FLIGHT ARE

THE FORECAST FOR THE NEXT DAY IS MUCH BETTER:
GOOD VISIBILITY, 3 000 FT CEILINGS, A 5 KT
CROSSWIND ..WITHIN MY PERSONAL MINIMUMS

GOOD MORNING BONN/HANGELAR, IT'S MARTIN
FISHER. I'D LIKETO CANCEL MY MONDAY
BOOKING AND POSTPONE THE FLIGHT UNTIL
TUESDAY, PLEASE.

ALLES KLAR, MARTIN

YOU MAY FIND MORE

#09 2018

INFORMATION AT:

WEATHER INFORMATION TO PILOTS:
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/air-
operations/weather-information-pilots#group-
easa-downloads

https://www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Pre-
flight Preparation#Meteorological Briefing

https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-
library/general-publications/ehest-leaflet-he-13-
weather-threat-vmec-flights

PLEASE SEND US YOUR COMMENTS
AND IDEAS:

EMAIL generalaviation@easa.europa.eu

JOIN THE GA COMMUNITY!
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/ga

ALL SUNNY SWIFT ISSUES AND SUBSCRIPTION
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-

you/general-aviation/sunny-swift-flight-

instructor

BY ELENA GARCIA & MONICA MESTRE @ EASA


https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/air-operations/weather-information-pilots#group-easa-downloads
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/air-operations/weather-information-pilots#group-easa-downloads
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/air-operations/weather-information-pilots#group-easa-downloads
https://www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Pre-flight_Preparation#Meteorological_Briefing
https://www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Pre-flight_Preparation#Meteorological_Briefing
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-publications/ehest-leaflet-he-13-weather-threat-vmc-flights
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-publications/ehest-leaflet-he-13-weather-threat-vmc-flights
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-publications/ehest-leaflet-he-13-weather-threat-vmc-flights
mailto:generalaviation@easa.europa.eu
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/ga
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation/sunny-swift-flight-instructor
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation/sunny-swift-flight-instructor
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation/sunny-swift-flight-instructor

