
SPEEDING-UP DRONE OPERATIONS IN THE EUROPEAN SKY 



WHAT IS AT STAKE: THE 2035+ AIRSPACE CONTEXT 

Source: SJU Drones Outlook Study 

Leisure usage 
Remote infrastructure & 

rural usage 

Densely populated usage 

Hrs 

Kms 

~20M 

~1B 

Hrs 

Kms 

~80M 

~1B 

Hrs 

Kms 

~250M 

~15B 

Controlled + Uncontrolled  Controlled airspace 

Very low level "VLL" airspace – “the U Space” 

Unmanned aviation in 

controlled airspace 

~7M 

~4B 

Hrs 

Kms 

Hrs 

Kms 

Manned aviation in 

controlled airspace1  

~33M 

~20B 

Long endurance 

surveying & monitoring 

<0.1M 

<0.1B 

Hrs 

Kms 

Hrs 

Kms 

Manned aviation often in 

uncontrolled airspace2  

~2M 

~0.6B 

All flight statistics represent primary area of airspace 

Protected Sites 



WHAT COULD BE THE SESAR CONTRIBUTION 

Funding part of the journey Winning in the medium term 

Accelerating the pace of change through extensive live testing 

DEVELOP THE RIGHT SOLUTIONS 

Making the right choices Involving the right partners 
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WHAT THIS MEANS IN PRACTICE FROM 2017 

Launch of 15+ projects (ConOps, 

Interoperability, Gaps) 

Projects start to deliver from 2017,  

2019 is first major milestone 

New call for demonstrators to be launched within the next 3 weeks 

SUPPORT EU TASK FORCE 

Making the right choices Involving the right partners 

Increase collaboration with 

innovative actors 

Leverage already engaged  

major players 

New cooperation arrangements 

with EASA, National Authorities 

& EDA including drones 

New cooperation arrangements 

with FAA & NASA 

Drone specific update of 

the European ATM 

Master Plan 


