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Gibraltar, Spain 

Aerodrome certification 

aims at safety, regularity 

and efficiency of 

aerodrome facilities, 

services, equipment and 

operational procedures 



Federal Office of Civil Aviation FOCA 

Safety Infrastructure 
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Introduction 
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• 8’000’000 population 

• 41’290 km2 area 

• 4 national languages (D, F, I, Rumantsch) 

• Federal Office of Civil Aviation (Bern, Zürich Airport) 

• 200 staff (6 Aerodromes, 5 Air Navigation Obstacles) 

 

• 3 National aerodromes  

• 11 Regional aerodromes 

• 44 Airfields  

• 26 Heliports 

• 40 Mountain Landing Sites (no infrastructure) 
 

Switzerland 
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Aerodrome Certification 

EASA (8-3=5) 
http://map.geo.admin.ch 

by DGAC 

ICAO (13) 

http://map.geo.admin.ch/?Y=660000&X=190000&zoom=1&bgLayer=ch.swisstopo.pixelkarte-grau&layers=ch.bazl.sachplan-infrastruktur-luftfahrt_kraft&layers_opacity=1&layers_visibility=true&lang=de&topic=sachplan
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Deviations and 

Flexibility Options 
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Flexibility Options 

Infrastructure Deviations (CB) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option Criteria 

Equivalent Level of 

Safety (ELOS) 

Demonstration of same level of safety 

as CS 

Deviation Acceptance 

and Action Document 

(DAAD) 

Deviation from CS existed prior to 

entering into force of EASA regulation, 

intention to remove (under definition 

of a period) 

Special Condition (SC) CS inadequate or inappropriate due 

to physical, topographical or similar 

limitations 
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Flexibility Options 

Organisation and Operations Deviations (OB) 

 
Option Criteria 

Exemption Deviation from IR under Art.14(4) BR 

(EASA approval required) 

Derogation Deviation from IR under Art.14(6) BR 

(EASA approval required) 

Alternative Means of 

Compliance (AltMOC) 

Alternative means to demonstrate 

compliance with an AMC 
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Guidance Material 
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EASA «Certification Package» 

 

• Certification Checklist for Aerodromes 

• Compliance Checklist for EASA Aerodromes Regulation 

• EASA Aerodrome Manual structure 

• Application Form 

• Declaration of Compliance Form 

• Forms for ELOS, DAAD, SC, AltMOC 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bazl.admin.ch/easa/02935/index.html?lang=de
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Compliance Checklists 

For CB, OB (and AR) 
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«Established» CB and OB 

• Applicable  

rules for that  

specific  

aerodrome 

 

• Granted 

deviations  

(multiple for  

each article  

is possible) 
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• For each case of ELOS,  

SC, DAAD, AltMOC 

 

• Submitted with safety  

evidence documentation 

- Aeronautical study 

- Safety assessment 

- other… 

 

• Approval by FOCA 

Deviation Forms 
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Examples 
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Deviations 
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Transverse slopes on runways 

Partially < 1.0% 
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Transverse slopes on runways 

ELOS 

Article CS ADR.DSN.B.080 

Deviation Transverse slopes runway 16-34 

partially less than 1.0 – 1.5% 

ELOS justification Grooving increased from 3.5 mm to 

4.5 mm to ensure water runoff 

equivalent to 1.5% transverse slope 

Documentation Existing aeronautical study (ELOS) 
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Transverse slopes on runways 

Aerodrome use 

FOCA use 
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Strength of Runway Strips 

Moor 
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Strength of Runway Strips 

SC 

Article CS ADR.DSN.B.190 

Deviation Strength of runway strip 14-32 not 

fully prepared so as to minimise 

hazards (due to moor) 

SC justification CS inadequate or inappropriate, 

national legislation does not allow 

drainage of moors, political issue 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Taxiway Stop Bar Lights 

Not switchable 
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Taxiway Stop Bar Lights 

DAAD 

Article CS ADR.DSN.M.730 

Deviation Taxiway centre line lights after 

taxiway stop bar not selectively 

switchable (90 m, at least 3 lights) 

DAAD justification Existed prior to entering into force 

of 139/2014, intention to remove 

with revision of lighting concept 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Deviations 



26  EASA Aerodrome Rules Implementation Conference, Cologne Airport, Martin Schilt FOCA, 5.5.2015 

Distance between slope changes 

Slope changes 
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Distance between slope changes 

SC 

Article CS ADR.DSN.B.075 

Deviation Slope changes on runway exceed 

requirement 

SC justification CS inadequate or inappropriate, 

correction would require 

disproportional cost 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Dimension of RESA 

90 m 

240 m 
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Dimension of RESA 

DAAD 

Article CS ADR.DSN.C.215 

Deviation RESA on both runway ends 90 m 

instead of 240 m 

DAAD justification Existed prior to entering into force 

of 139/2014, intention to remove 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Deviations 
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Unpaved runway edge markers 

Markings 



32  EASA Aerodrome Rules Implementation Conference, Cologne Airport, Martin Schilt FOCA, 5.5.2015 

Unpaved runway edge markers 

SC 

Article CS ADR.DSN.P.810 

Deviation Markings provided instead of 

markers 

SC justification CS inadequate or inappropriate for 

glider runways, markers potentially 

hazardous for gliders due to large 

wingspans 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Deviations 
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Road-Holding Position Light 

Not lighted 
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Road-Holding Position Light 

ELOS 

Article CS ADR.DSN.M.770 

Deviation Road-holding positions not lighted 

ELOS justification Chain provided instead of light, 

considered equivalenty safe 

Documentation Aeronautical study (ELOS) 
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Transverse slope of runway strips 

Partially > 3.0% 
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Transverse slope of runway strips 

SC 

Article CS ADR.DSN.B.185 

Deviation Slope of runway strip 01-19 to steep 

SC justification CS inadequate or inapropriate, 

correction would require 

disproportional cost 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Slopes on aprons 

Partially > 1.0% 
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Slopes on aprons 

DAAD 

Article CS ADR.DSN.E.360 

Deviation Slopes on aprons partially > 1.0% 

DAAD justification Existed prior to entering into force 

of 139/2014, intention to remove 

with resurfacing concept 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Deviations 
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Width of Runways 

< 45 m (Dash 8) 
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Width of Runways 

SC 

Article CS ADR.DSN.B.045 

Deviation Width insufficient for code D aircraft 

(outer main gear wheel span Dash8) 

SC justification CS inadequate or inappropriate, 

correction would require 

disproportional cost 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Apron Floodlighting 

< 20 Lux 



44  EASA Aerodrome Rules Implementation Conference, Cologne Airport, Martin Schilt FOCA, 5.5.2015 

Apron Floodlighting 

DAAD 

Article CS ADR.DSN.M.750 

Deviation Floodlighting of some aircraft 

stands < 20 Lux 

DAAD justification Existed prior to entering into force 

of 139/2014, intention to remove 

with new lighting concept 

Documentation Aeronautical study, Safety 

Assessment (ALOS) 
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Deviations 
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Overview Deviations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• No granted deviations for Organisation, Operations 

• No deviations for Authority Requirements (FOCA) 

Airport DAAD ELOS SC Total 

Zürich 7 6 11 24 

Geneva 7 0 9 16 

Altenrhein 0 0 3 3 

Lugano 3 1 5 9 

Bern 9 0 11 20 

Total 26 7 39 72 
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Key Messages 
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Key Messages 

 

• Rules provide good flexibility for implementation by the 

Member States 

 

• Deviations do not concentrate around a specific area 

 

• Required safety documentation depends on the case  

 

• Expert judgement and common sense needed (not 

everything can be measured with numbers) 

 

• CB and OB are living documents reflecting the local 

situation 
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Thank you 


