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→ Phase 1: CS-27 and CS-29 rulemaking (NPA 2016-01)
RULE MAKING TASK RMT.0120
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Rulemaking group
2018

NPA 2020-16
Dec. 2020

Part-26
19.07.2022

CS-26 / GM-26
9.09.2022

→ Phase 2: Retroactive Requirements, PART 26 & CS 26 update (NPA 2020-16)

CS-27 & CS-29 Amdt. 5 
14 June 2018
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PART 26 / CS 26 CHANGES
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“Simple” changes
26.410 Emergency controls 

operated underwater

26.420(a)(b) Flight over water emergency 
equipment

26.425 Provision of 
substantiated sea conditions

RFM

26.415 Underwater emergency exits

APPLICABILITY:
9 AUGUST 2023

“Medium” complexity changes

26.420(c) Life Raft 
Activation

26.435(a) Auto deploy for 
CS27

APPLICABILITY:
9 AUGUST 2024

“High” complexity changes
26.435(b) Auto deploy arm / 

always arm (CS29)

AUTO ARM
ON/OFF

APPLICABILITY:
9 AUGUST 2026

26.430, 26.431 Emergency flotation 
system resistance to damage

APPLICABILITY:
9 AUGUST 2025



‘High complexity’ changes: resistance to damage & auto-deploy
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→Areas of improvement identified in NPA 2016 were flown into requirements:

29.801 (c) (1): EFS shall be designed such that 
the effects of a water impact (i.e. crash) on the 
emergency flotation system are minimized. 

29.801 (c) (2): EFS shall have a means of automatic 
deployment following water entry. Auto-deployment 
must not rely on any pilot action during flight. 

Initial airworthiness – NPA 2016-01

Retroactive application – NPA 2020-16

Part 26 26.430/431
EFS RESISTANCE TO DAMAGE

Part 26 26.435
AUTO-DEPLOY AND AUTO-ARM / ALWAYS ARMED

• arm the system all times, except
     when hazardous

• activate the system automatically 
(immersion/water sensors)

• pneumatic system should use
     flexible pipes and be redundant
     as much as possible
• route pipes and wires so that the 
     possibility of damages is minimized



→ Not feasible to retroactively implement this provision to in-service helicopters

26.430/431,  resistance to damage – Applicability
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→ Applicability:
→ CS-27 and CS-29 rotorcraft that:

→ have their first individual certificate of airworthiness 
issued on or after 9 August 2025, or

→ on which emergency flotation systems are installed 
for the first time on or after 9 August 2025

→ Ditching operations (CAT.IDE.H.320(a) of Annex IV to Regulation (EU) No 965/2012)



→ CS 26.431 states that compliance with point 26.431 is demonstrated by carrying out 
an assessment in accordance with CS 27.801(c)(1) of CS-27 at Amendment 5 or 
later, or equivalent, or CS 29.801(c)(1) of CS-29 at Amendment 5 or later, or 
equivalent respectively, or with the following […] 

→ The design assessment shall present a review of the emergency flotation system
        installation in which:

 The areas/parts likely to suffer damage from a water impact are identified.

 The consequences of likely failures are assessed.

 Design changes providing an improvement in the likelihood of a successful 
deployment and retention of the emergency flotation system following a 
water impact are identified.

26.430/431 – Means of compliance
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→ Applicability:
→ All CS 27 cat A and CS29 rotorcraft (including 

helicopters in service)
→ Ditching operations (CAT. IDE.H.320(a) of Annex 

IV to Regulation (EU) No 965/2012)

→ Will enter into force on the 9th August 2026

26.435 (b), auto arm & deploy – Applicability
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→ The emergency flotation system shall automatically deploy 
following water entry and shall not rely on any pilot action 
during flight

26.435 (b) – Means of compliance 
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→ Means for automatic inflation when in water
→ Always armed during flight OR automatically armed 

when float deployment is safe (for example, below a 
certain speed and altitude)

→ Inadvertent flight into water at high airspeed must 
be considered – floats shall inflate in such an event



Lessons learned
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An additional compliance table for Part 
26 may be added to Cert Plans.

Note that Part 26 changes 
shall be approved by EASA!

EASA strongly recommends that the design 
changes required to demonstrate compliance 
with 26.430/431 - and the associated 
schedule – are presented as soon as possible.

The need to consider Part 26 
requirements in the development 
and certification process of 
design changes or STCs may be 
missed.

For some requirements, particularly 
26.430, some TC and STC holders 
underestimated the effort and time 
required and began the process for 
achieving compliance significantly late.



→ 26.430/431 and 26.435 address survivable water impacts and not ditchings
→ Applicability:

→ CS-27 and CS-29 Rotorcraft
→ Ditching operations (CAT.IDE.H.320(a) of Annex IV to Regulation (EU) No 965/2012)
→ 26.430/431: helicopters newly produced or on which EFS is installed for the first time
→ 26.435: all helicopters

→ EFS should be designed to inflate autonomously in a water impact and be crashworthy. 
Best-design practice in terms of providing crashworthiness shall be used.

→ All relevant Part 26 requirements should be considered and included in the certification 
process for design changes or STCs for helicopters operating overwater.

Conclusions
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Thank you 
for your attention!

Your safety is our mission.
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