
AD Applicability 

Paul VAN EENIGE 
EASA Safety Information Officer 
26 June 2013 



26-27 June 2013 AD Reading Workshop 2 

Applicability of an AD 

Questions the AD reader could ask: 

1) To which aircraft (model, s/n, 
configuration, etc.) does the AD apply? 

2) Is action required on my aircraft? 

3) Which aircraft (if any) are excluded from  
the Applicability? 

4) What if an AD applies to STC-modified 
aircraft only? 

5) What if an AD applies to ‘equipment’? 



To which aircraft does the AD apply? 

Quick-reference field (RH side of EASA AD 
template) is not the same as the 
Applicability. 

Applicability section specifies Product Model 
designation(s), as specified in the relevant 
TCDS. 

Specific (groups of) serial numbers are 
listed (or included by reference to an SB), 
or the AD applies to ‘all’ serial numbers. 
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To which a/c does an EASA AD not apply? 

AD only applies to products, parts and 
appliances, certificated (validated) before 
AD issue date. 

The term ‘all models’ should be used only 
for out-of-production type designs – no 
possible future model(s). 
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Is action required on my aircraft? 

A TC holder’s SB may list a specific group of 
aircraft Models and/or s/n, while the AD 
explicitly applies to “all Models, all serial 
numbers” – why this difference? 

Determine whether an aircraft is actually 
‘affected’, i.e. if corrective action is necessary. 

If not ‘affected’ (no corrective action 
necessary), why does the AD apply? 

How to ‘comply’ with this AD? 
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Aircraft excluded from the Applicability? 

Aircraft modification (configuration) 
technically non-reversible in-service. 

Improved design component is dissimilar to 
– not physically interchangeable with – the 
‘affected’ (to-be-removed) component. 

Listing P/N (or not) in Applicability. 
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AD applies to STC-modified a/c only? 

AD identifies products and a certain STC – 
design change approval holder. 

Only a/c STC-modified before AD effective 
date should be ‘affected’ – post-AD STC 
modification actions must take the AD 
(requirements) into account – STC approval 
holder updates design specification(s). 

AD posted on EASA website linked to 
multiple approval holders – STC, and those 
of modified product(s). 
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AD applies to ‘equipment’? 

An EASA ‘equipment’ AD is issued only 
when the affected component has its own 
approval (TSO, ETSO, JTSO, or previous 
National equivalent). 

The AD identifies aircraft that are known  
to have the affected equipment installed – 
in most cases adding ‘but not limited to’. 

In all other cases: AD action at ‘product’ 
(TC and/or STC-modified) level. 
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Any questions? 

 
- Thank for you attention - 



AD Applicability – QR-field 
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AD Applicability - TCDS 
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AD Applicability - SB 
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AD Applicability - STC 
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AD Applicability – STC (2) 
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AD Applicability - Equipment 
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