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Title:  Use of the term ‘operator’ instead of ‘airline’ 
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Issue:  
 

• As defined in “Objective” section of MSG-3 Vol 1 document, “Operators” are 
involved to develop scheduled maintenance:  
 

 
 
 

• As reminded in “Preface”, “MSG-3, Original Revision”, “MSG-3, Revision 
1”…sections of MSG-3 Vol 1 document, “Airlines” actively participated to the MSG-
3 document: 

 
 
… 

 

Applies To: 
MSG-3 Vol 1 X 
MSG-3 Vol 2  
IMPS  
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Consequently, the term “Operators” has previously been used synonymously with the term 
“Airlines” within MSG-3 Vol 1 document. 
 
 
Problem:  
 
Having been available for many years, MSG-3 methodology has become a “Standard” used 
for scheduled maintenance development for not only Commercial Civil Aircraft but also for 
some Business Jet Aircraft and some Military Aircraft. 
 
Consequently, the term “Operators” should not be limited to “Airlines” in MSG-3 Vol 1 
document. 
 
 
Recommendation (including Implementation): 
 
Update the following paragraphs as below: 
 
1-3. Organization  
The organization to carry out the scheduled maintenance development for a specific type aircraft 
shall be staffed by representatives of the airline operators purchasing the equipment, the prime 
manufacturers of the airframe and powerplant, and the Regulatory Authority. 

2-1. General  
It is necessary to develop scheduled maintenance for each new type of aircraft prior to its 
introduction into airline service. 

2-1-1. Purpose  
The primary purpose of this document is to develop a proposal to assist the Regulatory Authority 
in establishing initial scheduled maintenance tasks and intervals for new types of aircraft and/or 
powerplant. The intent is to maintain the inherent safety and reliability levels of the aircraft. These 
tasks and intervals become the basis for the first issue of each airlineoperator's maintenance 
requirements to govern its initial maintenance policy. Initial adjustments may be necessary to 
address operational and/or environmental conditions unique to the operator. As operating 
experience is accumulated, additional adjustments may be made by the operator to maintain 
efficient scheduled maintenance. 
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IMRBPB Position: 
Date: 
Position: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Status of Issue Paper and date: 
Active 
Incorporated in MSG-3 / IMPS (with details) 
Archived 
 
 
 
Recommendation for implementation: 
 
 
 
Retroactive: N   
 
 
Important Note: The IMRBPB IPs are not policy. An IP only becomes policy when the IP is 
adopted into the processes of the appropriate National Aviation Authority. However, before 
formal adoption, the IP content may be incorporated by the MRB applicant on a voluntary 
basis with the agreement of all parties as detailed in the program PPH. 
  


