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Warning!: Statistics Follow

There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned 

lies and statistics.

Statistics are like a drunk with a lampost: 

used more for support than illumination.



Alan Wilson, WHL, 1995

Airworthiness FAR Data

One generation 

ago:

Large 

helicopters: 

~5-8 fatal 

airworthiness 

accidents per 

million hours 

~10x airliners
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Fatal Accident Rates UK & Norway Offshore

FAR per mn FH (all) FAR per mn FH (a/w)

13 7 2 95 2 2 4
# Fatal 

Accidents36

Three 21st century types 

globally each have a A/w

FAR of 1-2 per mn FH

One 21st century type 

had its first fatal accident 

after 250k FH

It typically takes about 

10 years to achieve 1 

million FH



Derek Astridge, 1995
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