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1.1 

 

 

a24c46dc-

d3bc-490a-

924b-

3c72ded7431b 

INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS 

 

CHAPTER 1.    DEFINITIONS 

 

 

 

 Note 1.— Throughout the text of this document 

the term “service” is used as an abstract noun to 

designate functions, or service rendered; the term “unit” 

is used to designate a collective body performing a 

service. 

 

 Note 2.— The designation (RR) in these 

definitions indicates a definition which has been 

extracted from the Radio Regulations of the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU) (see Handbook on 

Radio Frequency Spectrum Requirements for Civil 

Aviation including statement of approved ICAO policies 

(Doc 9718)). 

 

 When the following terms are used in the 

International Standards for Rules of the Air, they have the 

following meanings: 

 

Acrobatic flight. Manoeuvres intentionally performed by 

an aircraft involving an abrupt change in its attitude, 

an abnormal attitude, or an abnormal variation in 

speed. 

 

Art. 2(5) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

           Differen

ce in 

wording 

aerobati

c vs. 

acrobati

c + 

addition

al text: 

not 

necessar

y for 

normal 

flight or 

for 

instructi

on for 

licenses 

or 

ratings 

other 

than 

aerobati

c rating. 

      

      

1.2 

 

 

ADS-C agreement. A reporting plan which establishes 

the conditions of ADS-C data reporting (i.e. data 

required by the air traffic services unit and frequency 

Art. 2( 48a ) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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71fd00af-0c6d-

4e1f-98b7-

ecff5824fadb 

of ADS-C reports which have to be agreed to prior to 

using ADS-C in the provision of air traffic services). 

 

 Note.— The terms of the agreement will be 

exchanged between the ground system and the aircraft by 

means of a contract, or a series of contracts. 

 

1.3 

 

 

004687a6-

e1d3-4c54-

bfd1-

5fcc3fc8c24b 

Advisory airspace. An airspace of defined dimensions, or 

designated route, within which air traffic advisory 

service is available. 

 

Art. 2(3) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.4 

 

 

c2c46715-

2dea-497e-

9541-

478df2a3bd82 

Advisory route. A designated route along which air traffic 

advisory service is available. 

 

Art. 2 (4) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.5 

 

 

a1403430-

9aa7-4597-

96c3-

72a82f0dddd7 

Aerodrome. A defined area on land or water (including 

any buildings, installations and equipment) intended 

to be used either wholly or in part for the arrival, 

departure and surface movement of aircraft. 

 

Art. 2(6) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

           Add i 

tional 

text: "or 

on a 

fixed, 

fixed 

off-

shore or 

floating 

structure

".       
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68a66cec-

9671-4b2a-

9a66-

ddba092b5661 

Aerodrome control service. Air traffic control service for 

aerodrome traffic. 

 

Art. 2(7) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.7 

 

 

e32fa8b9-29bb-

40f9-bb6a-

aab9726c52a7 

Aerodrome control tower. A unit established to provide 

air traffic control service to aerodrome traffic. 

 

Art. 2(8) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.8 

 

 

58564fff-f0b6-

4755-928f-

3ecca7b5c343 

Aerodrome traffic. All traffic on the manoeuvring area of 

an aerodrome and all aircraft flying in the vicinity of 

an aerodrome. 

 

 Note.— An aircraft is in the vicinity of an 

aerodrome when it is in, entering or leaving an 

aerodrome traffic circuit. 

 

Art. 2(9) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

           Additio

nal text: 

"An 

aircraft 

operatin

g in the 

vicinity 

of an 

aerodro

me 

includes 

but is 

not 

limited 

to 

aircraft 

entering 

or 

leaving 

an  
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aerodro

me 

traffic 

circuit" . 

The 

addition

al text is 

the note 

of this 

definitio

n.       

      

1.9 

 

 

b1dfd91f-c74f-

4fa1-bf4d-

ebbb0dd3c8e4 

Aerodrome traffic zone. An airspace of defined 

dimensions established around an aerodrome for the 

protection of aerodrome traffic. 

 

Art. 2(11) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.10 

 

 

7095d908-

404f-44d6-

a54d-

003206b6ccce 

Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP). A 

publication issued by or with the authority of a State 

and containing aeronautical information of a lasting 

character essential to air navigation. 

 

Art. 2(13) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.11 

 

 

d9b29f87-

648a-498e-

8360-

cfdf3721f505 

Aeronautical station (RR S1.81). A land station in the 

aeronautical mobile service. In certain instances, an 

aeronautical station may be located, for example, on 

board ship or on a platform at sea. 

Art. 2(15) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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abf53891-

848b-4b1b-

899c-

d5f637e43afc 

Aeroplane. A power-driven heavier-than-air aircraft, 

deriving its lift in flight chiefly from aerodynamic 

reactions on surfaces which remain fixed under given 

conditions of flight. 

 

Art. 2(16) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.13 

 

 

54a1d515-

b807-4149-

8243-

1d2e462906de 

Airborne collision avoidance system (ACAS). An aircraft 

system based on secondary surveillance radar (SSR) 

transponder signals which operates independently of 

ground-based equipment to provide advice to the 

pilot on potential conflicting aircraft that are 

equipped with SSR transponders. 

 

Art. 2(17) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.14 

 

 

feee0657-ab93-

481a-9ae4-

d8fafa661987 

Aircraft. Any machine that can derive support in the 

atmosphere from the reactions of the air other than 

the reactions of the air against the earth’s surface. 

 

Art. 2(18) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.15 

 

 

2c56993c-960f-

4fdb-822b-

8e8a8812ccc2 

Air-ground control radio station. An aeronautical 

telecommunication station having primary 

responsibility for handling communications 

pertaining to the operation and control of aircraft in a 

given area. 

 

Art. 2(23) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.16 

 

 

5aa4389c-

b91e-45e6-

Air-taxiing. Movement of a helicopter/VTOL above the 

surface of an aerodrome, normally in ground effect 

and at a ground speed normally less than 37 km/h (20 

kt). 

 

Art. 2(25) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                



State : EASA  Unique ID : 7_2021072216 1002_46 
European Union Aviation Safety Agency-Annex 2                                                                            

Amendment 46     

State 

Reference 

Difference 

Not 

Applicable 
Details of 

Difference 
Remarks  

Annex Reference  

&  

SARP Identifier 

 

 

No 

Yes 

RULES OF THE AIR - Level of implementation of SARPs 

Sigini

ficant 

Differ

ence 
Annex Standard or Recommended Practice 

A) 

More 

Exactin

g or 

Exceed

s 

B) Different 

in character 

or Other 

means of 

compliance 

C) Less 

protective or 

partially 

implemented 

or not 

implemented 

 

QMSF-007-10        Page 7 of 

95 Exported by: Dominika Dabrowa, E-mail: dominika.dabrowa@easa.europa.eu , Date: 7/22/2021 

83e9-

6d2271b12caf 

 Note.— The actual height may vary, and some 

helicopters may require air-taxiing above 8 m (25 ft) 

AGL to reduce ground effect turbulence or provide 

clearance for cargo slingloads. 

 

1.17 

 

 

f5eee5b7-e1a4-

4499-957e-

502068425fe6 

Air traffic. All aircraft in flight or operating on the 

manoeuvring area of an aerodrome. 

 

Art. 2(26) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.18 

 

 

ba55131b-

4dbf-4614-

b244-

5b64d39755fb 

Air traffic advisory service. A service provided within 

advisory airspace to ensure separation, in so far as 

practical, between aircraft which are operating on 

IFR flight plans. 

 

Art. 2(27) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.19 

 

 

f4f9ed05-3618-

4570-9e4b-

85bee937c682 

Air traffic control clearance. Authorization for an 

aircraft to proceed under conditions specified by an 

air traffic control unit. 

 

 Note 1.— For convenience, the term “air traffic 

control clearance” is frequently abbreviated to 

“clearance” when used in appropriate contexts. 

 

 Note 2.— The abbreviated term “clearance” 

may be prefixed by the words “taxi”, “take-off”, 

“departure”, “en route”, “approach” or “landing” to 

indicate the particular portion of flight to which the air 

traffic control clearance relates. 

 

Art. 2(28) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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909eace8-45ce-

45ad-97dc-

b9ba9fdf38e2 

Air traffic control service. A service provided for the 

purpose of: 

 

 a) preventing collisions: 

 

  1) between aircraft, and 

 

  2) on the manoeuvring area 

between aircraft and obstructions, and 

 

 b) expediting and maintaining an orderly 

flow of air traffic. 

 

Art. 2(30) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.21 

 

 

f173eb3c-8639-

4a79-bc6d-

a5de4e7f7300 

Air traffic control unit. A generic term meaning 

variously, area control centre, approach control unit 

or aerodrome control tower. 

 

Art. 2(31) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.22 

 

 

171a67bc-

5237-4d73-

9140-

716784d9ac0c 

Air traffic service. A generic term meaning variously, 

flight information service, alerting service, air traffic 

advisory service, air traffic control service (area 

control service, approach control service or 

aerodrome control service). 

 

Art. 2(32) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.23 

 

 

dfb40a57-ef07-

47b7-9772-

bd2527cccd37 

Air traffic services airspaces. Airspaces of defined 

dimensions, alphabetically designated, within which 

specific types of flights may operate and for which 

air traffic services and rules of operation are 

specified. 

 

Art. 2(33) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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 Note.— ATS airspaces are classified as Class A 

to G. 

 

1.24 

 

 

bf22a27a-85bc-

4a69-9a62-

99636b091f39 

Air traffic services reporting office. A unit established 

for the purpose of receiving reports concerning air 

traffic services and flight plans submitted before 

departure. 

 

 Note.— An air traffic services reporting office 

may be established as a separate unit or combined with 

an existing unit, such as another air traffic services unit, 

or a unit of the aeronautical information service. 

 

Art. 2(34) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.25 

 

 

3b783b98-

c141-441f-

985d-

e1993cadd246 

Air traffic services unit. A generic term meaning 

variously, air traffic control unit, flight information 

centre or air traffic services reporting office. 

 

Art. 2(35) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           Additio

nal text: 

aerodro

me 

flight 

informat

ion 

service 

unit.     

    

      

1.26 

 

 

b1d28c34-

4b5d-4e4b-

90d5-

0265705159f1 

Airway. A control area or portion thereof established in 

the form of a corridor. 

 

Art. 2(36) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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ee67b2d5-f34b-

4271-8bfe-

8343e50c46a1 

Alerting service. A service provided to notify appropriate 

organizations regarding aircraft in need of search and 

rescue aid, and assist such organizations as required. 

 

Art. 2(37) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.28 

 

 

616ef978-5ae4-

49a1-92d0-

31dc402c4883 

Alternate aerodrome. An aerodrome to which an aircraft 

may proceed when it becomes either impossible or 

inadvisable to proceed to or to land at the aerodrome 

of intended landing where the necessary services and 

facilities are available, where aircraft performance 

requirements can be met and which is operational at 

the expected time of use. Alternate aerodromes 

include the following: 

 

 Take-off alternate. An alternate aerodrome at 

which an aircraft would be able to land should 

this become necessary shortly after take-off and 

it is not possible to use the aerodrome of 

departure. 

 

 En-route alternate. An alternate aerodrome at 

which an aircraft would be able to land in the 

event that a diversion becomes necessary while 

en route. 

 

 Destination alternate. An alternate aerodrome at 

which an aircraft would be able to land should it 

become either impossible or inadvisable to land 

at the aerodrome of intended landing. 

 

Art. 2(38) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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 Note.— The aerodrome from which a flight 

departs may also be an en-route or a destination 

alternate aerodrome for that flight. 

 

1.29 

 

 

6bb136dc-

b208-4710-

ad8a-

af2ae402bcbb 

Altitude. The vertical distance of a level, a point or an 

object considered as a point, measured from mean 

sea level (MSL). 

 

Art. 2(39) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.30 

 

 

c2c145af-1303-

4d5a-b6d0-

887d8580b8d4 

Approach control service. Air traffic control service for 

arriving or departing controlled flights. 

 

Art. 2(40) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.31 

 

 

72fa379d-5bea-

4edc-b47d-

c854bd727040 

Approach control unit. A unit established to provide air 

traffic control service to controlled flights arriving at, 

or departing from, one or more aerodromes. 

 

Art. 2(41) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.32 

 

 

95382eff-5862-

46aa-a8fb-

b7672dcae738 

Appropriate ATS authority. The relevant authority 

designated by the State responsible for providing air 

traffic services in the airspace concerned. 

 

Art. 2(5) Reg. 

(EU) 

549/2004; 

Art. 2(55), 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012; 

Art. 3(34) 

Reg. (EU) 

      The terms 

of Air 

Navigation 

Service 

Provider 

(means any 

public or 

private 

entity 
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2018/1139   

          

providing 

air 

navigation 

services 

for general 

air traffic), 

and 

competent 

authority 

(means the 

authority 

designated 

by the 

Member 

State as 

competent 

to ensure 

complianc

e with the 

requiremen

ts of this 

Regulation 

(SERA)) 

and 

national 

competent 

authority 

(means one 

or more 

entities 

designated 

by a 

Member 
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State and 

having the 

necessary 

powers and 

allocated 

responsibil

ities for 

performing 

the tasks 

related to 

certificatio

n, 

oversight 

and 

enforceme

nt in 

accordance 

with this 

Regulation 

and with 

the 

delegated 

and 

implementi

ng acts 

adopted on 

the basis 

thereof, 

and with 

Regulation 

(EC) No 

549/200 4) 

are used 
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instead.      

          

1.33 

 

 

28eca83c-

b039-4309-

b121-

365d1b4a8dff 

Appropriate authority. 

 

 a) Regarding flight over the high seas: 

The relevant authority of the State of Registry. 

 

 b) Regarding flight other than over the 

high seas: The relevant authority of the State 

having sovereignty over the territory being 

overflown. 

 

Article 2(55), 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012; 

Article 3(34), 

Reg. (EU) 

2018/1139   

          

      The terms 

of 

competent 

authority 

(means the 

authority 

designated 

by the 

Member 

State as 

competent 

to ensure 

complianc

e with the 

requiremen

ts of this 

Regulation 

(SERA)) 

and 

national 

competent 

authority 

(means one 

or more 

entities 

designated 

by a 

Member 

State and 

having the 

necessary 
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powers and 

allocated 

responsibil

ities for 

performing 

the tasks 

related to 

certificatio

n, 

oversight 

and 

enforceme

nt in 

accordance 

with this 

Regulation 

and with 

the 

delegated 

and 

implementi

ng acts 

adopted on 

the basis 

thereof, 

and with 

Regulation 

(EC) No 

549/2004) 

are used 

instead.      
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1.34 

 

 

447ad952-

a28d-47ac-

883f-

bdfe2f08c13b 

Apron. A defined area, on a land aerodrome, intended to 

accommodate aircraft for purposes of loading or 

unloading passengers, mail or cargo, fuelling, 

parking or maintenance. 

 

 

Art. 2(42) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012  

Art. 3(18) 

Reg.  (EU) 

2018/1139   

          

      The term is 

not limited 

to land 

aerodrome 

and the 

loading 

and 

unloading 

of baggage 

is included 

in the BR. 

Baggage is 

not 

included in 

SERA.      

        

     

1.35 

 

 

70c2db27-

48d5-4789-

89f9-

f81baf5bf276 

Area control centre. A unit established to provide air 

traffic control service to controlled flights in control 

areas under its jurisdiction. 

 

Art. 2(43) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           The 

abbrevia

tion of 

air  

traffic 

service 

is also 

provided 

in the 

text of 

SERA.  

      

      

1.36 

 

 

Area control service. Air traffic control service for 

controlled flights in control areas. 

 

Art. 2(44) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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1da57867-

ac28-44ca-

959a-

909ffaa8dd05 

1.37 

 

 

21cfb3c6-580f-

467a-a219-

9f1df1319821 

Area navigation (RNAV). A method of navigation which 

permits aircraft operation on any desired flight path 

within the coverage of ground- or space-based 

navigation aids or within the limits of the capability 

of self-contained aids, or a combination of these. 
 
 Note.— Area navigation includes performance-

based navigation as well as other operations that do not 

meet the definition of performance-based navigation. 

 

Art. 2(45) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.38 

 

 

c9fd5999-cd3c-

4b65-9dc3-

9b8cdf3ab1c2 

ATS route. A specified route designed for channelling the 

flow of traffic as necessary for the provision of air 

traffic services. 
 
 Note 1.— The term “ATS route” is used to mean 

variously, airway, advisory route, controlled or 

uncontrolled route, arrival or departure route, etc. 
 
 Note 2.— An ATS route is defined by route 

specifications which include an ATS route designator, the 

track to or from significant points (waypoints), distance 

between significant points, reporting requirements and, 

as determined by the appropriate ATS authority, the 

lowest safe altitude. 

 

Art. 2(46) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.39 

 

 

Automatic dependent surveillance — broadcast (ADS-

B). A means by which aircraft, aerodrome vehicles 

and other objects can automatically transmit and/or 

receive data such as identification, position and 

Art. 2(47) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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f2d3fc17-ad71-

4a63-9631-

6e8d618a7215 

additional data, as appropriate, in a broadcast mode 

via a data link. 

 

1.40 

 

 

b15d428c-

95b0-40ec-

84c3-

15fc2b6ec54b 

Automatic dependent surveillance — contract (ADS-C). 

A means by which the terms of an ADS-C agreement 

will be exchanged between the ground system and 

the aircraft, via a data link, specifying under what 

conditions ADS-C reports would be initiated, and 

what data would be contained in the reports. 
 
 Note.— The abbreviated term “ADS contract” is 

commonly used to refer to ADS event contract, ADS 

demand contract, ADS periodic contract or an emergency 

mode. 

 

Art. 2(48) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.41 

 

 

4398e519-

8dce-4ff0-

b394-

1b0029d2dbdf 

Ceiling. The height above the ground or water of the base 

of the lowest layer of cloud below 6 000 metres 

(20 000 feet) covering more than half the sky. 

 

Art. 2(50) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.42 

 

 

92ccdb7b-

d387-4edf-

a8af-

21be913b765c 

Changeover point. The point at which an aircraft 

navigating on an ATS route segment defined by 

reference to very high frequency omnidirectional 

radio ranges is expected to transfer its primary 

navigational reference from the facility behind the 

aircraft to the next facility ahead of the aircraft. 
 
 Note.— Changeover points are established to 

provide the optimum balance in respect of signal strength 

and quality between facilities at all levels to be used and 

to ensure a common source of azimuth guidance for all 

Art. 2(51) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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aircraft operating along the same portion of a route 

segment. 

 

1.43 

 

 

1501fbba-e69a-

4af0-9279-

bcf253c64ab4 

Clearance limit. The point to which an aircraft is granted 

an air traffic control clearance. 

 

Art. 2(52) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.44 

 

 

ffd47b95-7181-

405c-a1b4-

3bf5183c87a4 

Command and control (C2) link. The data link between 

the remotely piloted aircraft and the remote pilot 

station for the purposes of managing the flight. 

 

Art. 2(27) 

Reg. (EU) 

2019/947   

  

      There is no 

definition 

for C2 link 

in the 

European 

framework 

but for  

‘C2 link 

service’ , 

which  

means a 

communic

ation  

service 

supplied 

by a   third 

party, 

providing 

command 

and control 

between 

the   

unmanned 

aircraft and 
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the 

command 

unit (CU).    

      

      

1.45 

 

 

df62ccd2-e22c-

4850-bacb-

2550f335a587 

Control area. A controlled airspace extending upwards 

from a specified limit above the earth. 

 

Art. 2(56) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.46 

 

 

81717c56-

7b22-4446-

a0f7-

e4b4bf56c3e0 

Controlled aerodrome. An aerodrome at which air traffic 

control service is provided to aerodrome traffic. 
 
 Note.— The term “controlled aerodrome” 

indicates that air traffic control service is provided to 

aerodrome traffic but does not necessarily imply that a 

control zone exists. 

Art. 2(57) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           Additio

nal text: 

"regardl

ess 

whether 

or not a 

control 

zone 

exists".   

      

      

1.47 

 

 

80721e6b-

245b-4afc-

bef0-

8a6125b363ba 

Controlled airspace. An airspace of defined dimensions 

within which air traffic control service is provided in 

accordance with the airspace classification. 

 

 Note.— Controlled airspace is a generic term 

which covers ATS airspace Classes A, B, C, D and E as 

described in Annex 11, 2.6. 

 

Art. 2(58) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.48 Controlled flight. Any flight which is subject to an air 

traffic control clearance. 

Art. 2(59) 

Reg. (EU) 
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725dcb6c-

97c7-4e8d-

821f-

d4a8ec61c592 

 923/2012     

        

1.49 

 

 

fa05e87b-1d03-

4af2-a7cd-

e8446611697f 

Controller-pilot data link communications (CPDLC). A 

means of communication between controller and 

pilot, using data link for ATC communications. 

 

Art. 2(60) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.50 

 

 

82bd3322-

cd33-43f4-

abe5-

55917fc7810c 

Control zone. A controlled airspace extending upwards 

from the surface of the earth to a specified upper 

limit. 

 

Art. 2(61) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.51 

 

 

523edace-

60d8-46c6-

9ca4-

e315926fecc1 

Cruise climb. An aeroplane cruising technique resulting 

in a net increase in altitude as the aeroplane mass 

decreases. 

 

Art. 2(62) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.52 

 

 

ad7e700e-f1d0-

4bc7-acca-

46b698d79968 

Cruising level. A level maintained during a significant 

portion of a flight. 

 

Art. 2(63) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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1.53 

 

 

096654da-

9aeb-4c4b-

b473-

33333ea84e40 

Current flight plan. The flight plan, including changes, if 

any, brought about by subsequent clearances. 

 

Art. 2(64) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.54 

 

 

52903ee1-

d53a-4caf-

bb9a-

c2fa4a4a6f5b 

Danger area. An airspace of defined dimensions within 

which activities dangerous to the flight of aircraft 

may exist at specified times. 

 

Art. 2(65) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.55 

 

 

00a77757-

215d-4adc-

8f4c-

0c707cdf726d 

Data link communications. A form of communication 

intended for the exchange of messages via a data 

link. 

 

Art. 2(66) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.56 

 

 

3525b2eb-

67b7-4e8f-

b1ef-

2cf4d877802d 

Detect and avoid. The capability to see, sense or detect 

conflicting traffic or other hazards and take the 

appropriate action. 

 

No definition. 

            

      No 

definition. 

      

      

The 

NPA on 

UAS 

operatio

ns in the 

certified 

category

, 

planned 

for 2021 

will 

address 
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this.      

        

1.57 

 

 

1a728f52-cf1d-

445a-ab49-

897ebe1a2706 

Estimated off-block time. The estimated time at which 

the aircraft will commence movement associated 

with departure. 

 

Art. 2(70) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.58 

 

 

dcf0d9e4-6988-

4fef-a61b-

46db88c035fc 

Estimated time of arrival. For IFR flights, the time at 

which it is estimated that the aircraft will arrive over 

that designated point, defined by reference to 

navigation aids, from which it is intended that an 

instrument approach procedure will be commenced, 

or, if no navigation aid is associated with the 

aerodrome, the time at which the aircraft will arrive 

over the aerodrome. For VFR flights, the time at 

which it is estimated that the aircraft will arrive over 

the aerodrome. 

 

Art. 2(71) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.59 

 

 

25b49aa8-

2126-44fc-

8684-

8802342497fb 

Expected approach time. The time at which ATC expects 

that an arriving aircraft, following a delay, will leave 

the holding fix to complete its approach for a 

landing. 

 

 Note.— The actual time of leaving the holding 

fix will depend upon the approach clearance. 

 

Art. 2(72) 

Reg. (EU)  

923/2012     

        

           Additio

nal text:  

" The 

actual 

time of 

leaving 

the 

holding 

fix will 

depend 

upon the 

approac

h 

clearanc
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e "  , 

which is 

the text 

of the 

Note.    

    

      

1.60 

 

 

61c3b009-

3631-45b3-

a1fd-

c7242455f781 

Filed flight plan. The flight plan as filed with an ATS 

unit by the pilot or a designated representative, 

without any subsequent changes. 

 

Art. 2(73) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.61 

 

 

441af2bc-313e-

4021-a3a0-

f9592f29b4f8 

Flight crew member. A licensed crew member charged 

with duties essential to the operation of an aircraft 

during a flight duty period. 

 

Art. 2(74) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.62 

 

 

6db731ab-

c4ae-4055-

92dc-

2a8038135897 

Flight information centre. A unit established to provide 

flight information service and alerting service. 

 

Art. 2(75) 

Reg. (EU)  

923/2012     

        

                

1.63 

 

 

Flight information region. An airspace of defined 

dimensions within which flight information service 

and alerting service are provided. 

 

Art. 2(76) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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78c065c6-d03f-

4751-b908-

445a3a13ae54 

1.64 

 

 

8d9b43b2-

63e8-4227-

82c4-

c5f1014a02b2 

Flight information service. A service provided for the 

purpose of giving advice and information useful for 

the safe and efficient conduct of flights. 

 

 

Art. 2(77) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.65 

 

 

bcbb258c-

5229-47a3-

a794-

8a2c9a513bf9 

Flight level. A surface of constant atmospheric pressure 

which is related to a specific pressure datum, 1 013.2 

hectopascals (hPa), and is separated from other such 

surfaces by specific pressure intervals. 

 

 Note 1.— A pressure type altimeter calibrated in 

accordance with the Standard Atmosphere: 

 

 a) when set to a QNH altimeter setting, 

will indicate altitude; 

 

 b) when set to a QFE altimeter setting, 

will indicate height above the QFE reference datum; 

 

 c) when set to a pressure of 1 013.2 hPa, 

may be used to indicate flight levels. 

 

 Note 2.— The terms “height” and “altitude”, 

used in Note 1 above, indicate altimetric rather than 

geometric heights and altitudes. 

 

Art. 2(78) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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1.66 

 

 

9f6f6618-36d2-

45f0-a529-

635660cca22a 

Flight plan. Specified information provided to air traffic 

services units, relative to an intended flight or portion 

of a flight of an aircraft. 

 

Art. 2(79) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.67 

 

 

9ff8e034-7b44-

43ac-923a-

9831ff21d7da 

Flight visibility. The visibility forward from the cockpit 

of an aircraft in flight. 

 

Art. 2(80) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.68 

 

 

5b0014e5-

785b-4f58-

82ae-

1a38b7c15ff8 

Ground visibility. The visibility at an aerodrome as 

reported by an accredited observer or by automatic 

systems. 

 

Art. 2(82) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.69 

 

 

054c1566-

c047-4ac9-

b59a-

7cd00de3a274 

Heading. The direction in which the longitudinal axis of 

an aircraft is pointed, usually expressed in degrees 

from North (true, magnetic, compass or grid). 

 

Art. 2(83) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.70 

 

 

99478077-

2d96-417f-

Height. The vertical distance of a level, a point or an 

object considered as a point, measured from a 

specified datum. 

 

Art. 2(84) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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ab2a-

4246970b4a2a 

1.71 

 

 

7044346a-7fa1-

40ac-ba78-

d4e219452103 

IFR. The symbol used to designate the instrument flight 

rules. 

 

Art. 2(87) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.72 

 

 

e07be04b-

d323-405f-

9f02-

4606ed13cb3f 

IFR flight. A flight conducted in accordance with the 

instrument flight rules. 

 

Art. 2(88) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.73 

 

 

71a3432f-0e1d-

4807-840f-

5b99d894fe2c 

IMC. The symbol used to designate instrument 

meteorological conditions. 

 

Art. 2(89) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.74 

 

 

34fb01c5-

6068-4d0a-

8e31-

6e3802e08aa6 

Instrument approach operations. An approach and 

landing using instruments for navigation guidance 

based on an instrument approach procedure. There 

are two methods for executing instrument approach 

operations: 

 

 a) a two-dimensional (2D) instrument 

approach operation, using lateral navigation guidance 

only; and 

 

Art. 2(89a) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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 b) a three-dimensional (3D) instrument 

approach operation, using both lateral and vertical 

navigation guidance. 

 

 Note.— Lateral and vertical navigation guidance 

refers to the guidance provided either by: 

 

 a) a ground-based radio navigation aid; 

or 

 

 b) computer-generated navigation data 

from ground-based, space-based, self-contained 

navigation aids or a combination of these. 

 

1.75 

 

 

06592d67-

46d7-42e7-

9fde-

23c6cc96bed0 

Instrument approach procedure. A series of 

predetermined manoeuvres by reference to flight 

instruments with specified protection from obstacles 

from the initial approach fix, or where applicable, 

from the beginning of a defined arrival route to a 

point from which a landing can be completed and 

thereafter, if a landing is not completed, to a position 

at which holding or en-route obstacle clearance 

criteria apply. Instrument approach procedures are 

classified as follows: 

 

Non-precision approach (NPA) procedure. An 

instrument approach procedure designed for 2D 

instrument approach operations Type A. 

  Note.— Non-precision approach 

procedures may be flown using a continuous 

descent final approach (CDFA) technique. 

CDFAs with advisory VNAV guidance 

calculated by on-board equipment are 

Art. 2(90) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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considered 3D instrument approach operations. 

CDFAs with manual calculation of the required 

rate of descent are considered 2D instrument 

approach operations. For more information on 

CDFAs, refer to PANS-OPS (Doc 8168) Volume 

I, Part II, Section 5. 

 

Approach procedure with vertical guidance (APV). A 

performance-based navigation (PBN) instrument 

approach procedure designed for 3D instrument 

approach operations Type A. 

 

Precision approach (PA) procedure. An instrument 

approach procedure based on navigation systems 

(ILS, MLS, GLS and SBAS Cat I) designed for 

3D instrument approach operations Type A or B. 

 

 Note.— Refer to Annex 6 for instrument approach 

operation types. 

 

1.76 

 

 

f26b2831-

1453-4bba-

96c5-

6db6efc95e95 

Instrument meteorological conditions. Meteorological 

conditions expressed in terms of visibility, distance 

from cloud, and ceiling, less than the minima 

specified for visual meteorological conditions. 

 

 Note.— The specified minima for visual 

meteorological conditions are contained in Chapter 4. 

 

Art. 2(91) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.77 

 

 

Landing area. That part of a movement area intended for 

the landing or take-off of aircraft. 

 

Art. 2(92) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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be1baa35-9abc-

48d2-922b-

417ec80c40ee 

1.78 

 

 

9396fffc-8cb6-

4f70-99c2-

68546c140466 

Level. A generic term relating to the vertical position of 

an aircraft in flight and meaning variously, height, 

altitude or flight level. 

 

Art. 2(93) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.79 

 

 

f56da76d-

3087-4b56-

a1a7-

c93e08d577e0 

Manoeuvring area. That part of an aerodrome to be used 

for the take-off, landing and taxiing of aircraft, 

excluding aprons. 

 

Art. 2(94) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.80 

 

 

2075d4a2-

6252-4955-

9b5d-

aead1246ee6f 

Movement area. That part of an aerodrome to be used for 

the take-off, landing and taxiing of aircraft, 

consisting of the manoeuvring area and the apron(s). 
 

Art. 2(96) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.81 

 

 

6e88a627-

9a56-4de3-

a63c-

3e545070443c 

Operator. A person, organization or enterprise engaged in 

or offering to engage in an aircraft operation. 

 

 Note.— In the context of remotely piloted aircraft, an 

aircraft operation includes the remotely piloted 

aircraft system. 

 

Art. 3(13) 

Reg. (EU) 

2018/1139,  

Art. 2(2) Reg.  

(EU) 

2019/947, 

Art. 3(4) Reg. 

(EU) 

      The 

European 

framework  

differentiat

es between 

manned 

and 

unmanned 

operators 
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2019/945   

  

and 

precisely 

defines 

what is 

meant with 

these 

definitions.

     

1.82 

 

 

ae462aa1-

7002-4b35-

9167-

11b0cdd3e858 

Pilot-in-command. The pilot designated by the operator, 

or in the case of general aviation, the owner, as being 

in command and charged with the safe conduct of a 

flight. 

 

Art. 2(100) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.83 

 

 

7bc8f58d-e2b2-

4647-b5b9-

6c886c5ff39a 

Pressure-altitude. An atmospheric pressure expressed in 

terms of altitude which corresponds to that pressure 

in the Standard Atmosphere.* 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

* As defined in Annex 8. 

Art. 2(101) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.84 

 

 

d36bff25-688a-

406a-b1c0-

f347a7c7fede 

Problematic use of substances. The use of one or more 

psychoactive substances by aviation personnel in a 

way that: 

 

 a) constitutes a direct hazard to the user or 

endangers the lives, health or welfare of others; and/or 

 

 b) causes or worsens an occupational, 

social, mental or physical problem or disorder. 

 

Art. 2(102) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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1.85 

 

 

dffd9c6f-6cc4-

4046-be48-

96ad9157baa5 

Prohibited area. An airspace of defined dimensions, 

above the land areas or territorial waters of a State, 

within which the flight of aircraft is prohibited. 

 

 

Art. 2(103) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.86 

 

 

035691cd-

1e99-4c00-

bb2a-

2f9ca33a7215 

Psychoactive substances. Alcohol, opioids, cannabinoids, 

sedatives and hypnotics, cocaine, other 

psychostimulants, hallucinogens, and volatile 

solvents, whereas coffee and tobacco are excluded. 

 

Art. 2(104) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.87 

 

 

1ce1742b-

8d20-4590-

a382-

765998197963 

Radiotelephony. A form of radiocommunication 

primarily intended for the exchange of information in 

the form of speech. 

 

Art. 2(108) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.88 

 

 

c92ae02d-

c14b-437b-

ab69-

12e822ebab61 

Remote pilot. A person charged by the operator with 

duties essential to the operation of a remotely piloted 

aircraft and who manipulates the flight controls, as 

appropriate, during flight time. 

 

Art. 3(31) of 

Reg. 

2018/1139, 

Art. 3(27) 

Reg. (EU) 

2019/945   

  

      The 

European 

definition 

differentiat

es between 

autonomus 

and not 

autonomus  

UAS and 

defines the 

legal entity 

of the 
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operator.  

   

1.89 

 

 

b1e4238b-

74cc-4964-

9d9d-

15d7a229b046 

Remote pilot station. The component of the remotely 

piloted aircraft system containing the equipment used 

to pilot the remotely piloted aircraft. 

 

Art. 2(26) 

Reg. (EU) 

2019/947   

  

      In the EU 

this is 

called 

'command 

unit (CU)' 

and the 

tasks and 

responsibil

ities are 

more 

detailed in 

the 

definition.

     

     

1.90 

 

 

f93381d4-9d9f-

48c7-8fd8-

4c99a6aac70f 

Remotely piloted aircraft (RPA). An unmanned aircraft 

which is piloted from a remote pilot station. 

 

Art. 3(30) of 

Reg. 

2018/1139, 

Art. 3(1) Reg. 

(EU) 

2019/945   

  

      In the EU 

this is 

called 

'unmanned 

aircraft' 

and the 

definition 

differentiat

es between 

autonomus 

and not 

autonomus 

UAS.     

     

1.91 

 

 

Remotely piloted aircraft system (RPAS). A remotely 

piloted aircraft, its associated remote pilot station(s), 

the required command and control links and any 

other components as specified in the type design. 

Art. 2(1) Reg. 

(EU)  

2019/947, 

Art. 3(3) Reg.  

      In the EU 

this is  

called 

'unmanned 
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ef7e2a7f-c06f-

4286-8ec5-

cdb3c6e27eea 

 (EU) 

2019/945   

  

aircraft 

system 

(UAS)' and 

it coveres 

the aircraft 

and the 

controlling 

equipment 

only.     

1.92 

 

 

392966e5-

b1a1-4a2b-

a410-

d791fbb52cae 

Repetitive flight plan (RPL). A flight plan related to a 

series of frequently recurring, regularly operated 

individual flights with identical basic features, 

submitted by an operator for retention and repetitive 

use by ATS units. 

  

Art. 2(109) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.93 

 

 

3570fc26-

5285-4824-

bd6e-

20e812f6c687 

Reporting point. A specified geographical location in 

relation to which the position of an aircraft can be 

reported. 

 

Art. 2(110) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.94 

 

 

84b5612d-

f63b-4751-

a758-

fa16047f4fc6 

Restricted area. An airspace of defined dimensions, 

above the land areas or territorial waters of a State, 

within which the flight of aircraft is restricted in 

accordance with certain specified conditions. 

 

Art. 2(111) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.95 RPA observer. A trained and competent person 

designated by the operator who, by visual 

Art 2(24) and 

(25) Reg. 

      The EU 

has two 
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91b58393-

7e53-4eaa-

bcb2-

9314d9a25d6e 

observation of the remotely piloted aircraft, assists 

the remote pilot in the safe conduct of the flight. 

 

(EU) 

2019/947   

  

definitions: 

‘unmanned 

aircraft 

observer’ 

and ‘visual 

observer’ 

providing 

detailed 

task and 

responsibli

ties of the 

observers. 

    

1.96 

 

 

3ff207f9-9805-

42db-9cc2-

78c02316f7c7 

Runway. A defined rectangular area on a land aerodrome 

prepared for the landing and take-off of aircraft. 

 

Art. 2(113) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.97 

 

 

4d4349ff-1e78-

4a8e-9a82-

c2e469846acb 

Runway-holding position. A designated position 

intended to protect a runway, an obstacle limitation 

surface, or an ILS/ MLS critical/sensitive area at 

which taxiing aircraft and vehicles shall stop and 

hold, unless otherwise authorized by the aerodrome 

control tower. 

 

 Note.— In radiotelephony phraseologies, the 

expression “holding point” is used to designate the 

runway-holding position. 

 

Art. 2(114) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.98 Safety-sensitive personnel. Persons who might endanger 

aviation safety if they perform their duties and 

Art. 2(116) 

Reg. (EU) 

      The EU 

definition 
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cfea6a00-42fb-

4192-bca1-

000f26bf3259 

functions improperly including, but not limited to, 

crew members, aircraft maintenance personnel and 

air traffic controllers. 

 

923/2012     

        

provides 

the 

complete 

list of 

safety-

sensitive 

personnel 

considered 

in the 

context of 

EU rules.       

The reason 

is to 

clearly 

identify the 

personnel 

with 

responsibil

ities for 

safety.   

  

1.99 

 

 

3bd6c170-

f608-4003-

b9f1-

a1ed6f532226 

Signal area. An area on an aerodrome used for the 

display of ground signals. 

 

Art. 2(120) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.100 

 

 

78625c0b-

9584-4041-

Special VFR flight. A VFR flight cleared by air traffic 

control to operate within a control zone in 

meteorological conditions below VMC. 

 

Art. 2(122) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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9f5a-

724336b0f5bf 

1.101 

 

 

f8bd5431-

2120-4682-

88ee-

0d9711056224 

Taxiing. Movement of an aircraft on the surface of an 

aerodrome under its own power, excluding take-off 

and landing. 

 

Art. 2(125) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           The EU 

definitio

n also 

includes 

‘operati

ng site’. 

1.102 

 

 

abbec9f5-38ef-

43e3-bf3e-

98532b8b3663 

Taxiway. A defined path on a land aerodrome established 

for the taxiing of aircraft and intended to provide a 

link between one part of the aerodrome and another, 

including: 

 

 a) Aircraft stand taxilane. A portion of an 

apron designated as a taxiway and intended to 

provide access to aircraft stands only. 

 b) Apron taxiway. A portion of a taxiway 

system located on an apron and intended to 

provide a through taxi route across the apron. 

 

 c) Rapid exit taxiway. A taxiway 

connected to a runway at an acute angle and 

designed to allow landing aeroplanes to turn off 

at higher speeds than are achieved on other exit 

taxiways thereby minimizing runway occupancy 

times. 

 

Art. 2(126) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.103 

 

 

Terminal control area. A control area normally 

established at the confluence of ATS routes in the 

vicinity of one or more major aerodromes. 

 

Point (239) of 

Annex I – 

Part-

Definitions of 

           The 

definitio

n will be 

applicab
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9f8fb544-3af5-

4ebd-9e80-

d7207ec6e649 

Reg. (EU) 

2017/373 as 

amended by 

Reg. (EU) 

2020/469   

  

le from 

27 

January 

2021. 

1.104 

 

 

7edcf152-bd7a-

4858-9408-

22a44c141e96 

Total estimated elapsed time. For IFR flights, the 

estimated time required from take-off to arrive over 

that designated point, defined by reference to 

navigation aids, from which it is intended that an 

instrument approach procedure will be commenced, 

or, if no navigation aid is associated with the 

destination aerodrome, to arrive over the destination 

aerodrome. For VFR flights, the estimated time 

required from take-off to arrive over the destination 

aerodrome. 

 

Art. 2(129) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.105 

 

 

10858f67-

799e-4621-

a39d-

814df12d0006 

Track. The projection on the earth’s surface of the path of 

an aircraft, the direction of which path at any point is 

usually expressed in degrees from North (true, 

magnetic or grid). 

 

Art. 2(130) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.106 

 

 

f910d691-

3223-4327-

9a82-

d01e544388aa 

Traffic avoidance advice. Advice provided by an air 

traffic services unit specifying manoeuvres to assist a 

pilot to avoid a collision. 

 

Art. 2(131) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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1.107 

 

 

76f8a7a0-d3f8-

4464-b12a-

3c0c924ebb5b 

Traffic information. Information issued by an air traffic 

services unit to alert a pilot to other known or 

observed air traffic which may be in proximity to the 

position or intended route of flight and to help the 

pilot avoid a collision. 

 

Art. 2(132) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.108 

 

 

46aed9c7-b8fb-

4f8d-9954-

17c0947e9889 

Transition altitude. The altitude at or below which the 

vertical position of an aircraft is controlled by 

reference to altitudes. 

 

Art. 2(134) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.109 

 

 

807c5994-

36a5-431e-

bfde-

c9bbba7310c7 

Unmanned free balloon. A non-power-driven, 

unmanned, lighter-than-air aircraft in free flight. 

 

 Note.— Unmanned free balloons are classified 

as heavy, medium or light in accordance with 

specifications contained in Appendix 5. 

 

Art. 2(138) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.110 

 

 

ad7d5ac4-

c439-4db6-

b8d5-

42205d021cc8 

VFR. The symbol used to designate the visual flight 

rules. 

 

Art. 2(139) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.111 

 

 

fd0f3f88-56f8-

446d-8d77-

e095a11ac8d1 

VFR flight. A flight conducted in accordance with the 

visual flight rules. 

 

Art. 2(140) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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1.112 

 

 

5617d627-

d7cc-42ef-

9199-

c63ff79e14bc 

Visibility. Visibility for aeronautical purposes is the 

greater of: 

 

 a) the greatest distance at which a black 

object of suitable dimensions, situated near the 

ground, can be seen and recognized when 

observed against a bright background; 

 

 b) the greatest distance at which lights in 

the vicinity of 1 000 candelas can be seen and 

identified against an unlit background. 

 

   Note 1.— The two distances 

have different values in air of a given extinction 

coefficient, and the latter b) varies with the background 

illumination. The former a) is represented by the 

meteorological optical range (MOR). 

 

   Note. 2.— The definition 

applies to the observations of visibility in local routine 

and special reports, to the observations of prevailing and 

minimum visibility reported in METAR and SPECI and to 

the observations of ground visibility. 

 

Art. 2(141) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.113 

 

 

d7c0edab-

5bd6-47a1-

ae21-

c0fcb1b9c6f7 

Visual line-of-sight (VLOS) operation. An operation in 

which the remote pilot or RPA observer maintains 

direct unaided visual contact with the remotely 

piloted aircraft. 

Art. 2(7) Reg. 

(EU) 

2019/947   

  

      In the EU 

this is 

called 

‘visual line 

of sight  

operation’ 

(‘VLOS’) 

and the 
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tasks and 

responsibil

ities are 

more 

detailed in 

the 

definition.

     

1.114 

 

 

79c5b422-

acd1-4e8d-

9b8b-

3e5be9d07090 

Visual meteorological conditions. Meteorological 

conditions expressed in terms of visibility, distance 

from cloud, and ceiling, equal to or better than 

specified minima. 

 

 Note.— The specified minima are contained in 

Chapter 4. 

 

Art. 2(142) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

1.115 

 

 

c986ff57-389a-

446f-8093-

0b3725c7cff7 

VMC. The symbol used to designate visual 

meteorological conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Art. 2(143) 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

2.1.1 

 

 

be71c6ad-

2bdc-468f-

a68c-

8ba0a79571f6 

CHAPTER 2.    APPLICABILITY OF THE RULES OF 

THE AIR 

 

 

 

2.1    Territorial application of the rules of the air 

 

 2.1.1    The rules of the air shall apply to aircraft 

bearing the nationality and registration marks of a 

Contracting State, wherever they may be, to the extent 

SERA.2001 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

applies 

to all 

aircraft 

registere

d in EU 

MS and 

to the  

airspace 

of the 
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that they do not conflict with the rules published by the 

State having jurisdiction over the territory overflown. 

 

 Note.— The Council of the International Civil 

Aviation Organization resolved, in adopting Annex 2 in 

April 1948 and Amendment 1 to the said Annex in 

November 1951, that the Annex constitutes Rules relating 

to the flight and manoeuvre of aircraft within the meaning 

of Article 12 of the Convention. Over the high seas, 

therefore, these rules apply without exception. 

 

EU MS 

overflo

wn.   

SERA 

wording 

is 

slightly 

different 

when it 

specifies 

the 

territory 

of 

applicati

on, and 

it also 

contains 

the 

regulate

d 

entities, 

too.     

        

2.1.2 

 

 

602384e5-

936d-426e-

8f6e-

991fbabd5a52 

 2.1.2    If, and so long as, a Contracting State has 

not notified the International Civil Aviation Organization 

to the contrary, it shall be deemed, as regards aircraft of 

its registration, to have agreed as follows: 

 

  For purposes of flight over those parts of the 

high seas where a Contracting State has accepted, 

pursuant to a regional air navigation agreement, the 

responsibility of providing air traffic services, the 

“appropriate ATS authority” referred to in this 

SERA.1001 

(b) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      SERA is 

stricter on 

defining 

the 

responsibil

ities of the 

Member 

States 

when it 

does not 
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Annex is the relevant authority designated by the 

State responsible for providing those services. 

 

 Note.— The phrase “regional air navigation 

agreement” refers to an agreement approved by the 

Council of ICAO normally on the advice of a Regional 

Air Navigation Meeting. 

 

 

 

transpose 

the 

introductor

y 

phrase.   

  

2.2 

 

 

d7e6d4da-

87ea-431f-

b12f-

3cc82a926ac7 

2.2    Compliance with the rules of the air 

 

The operation of an aircraft either in flight or on the 

movement area of an aerodrome shall be in compliance 

with the general rules and, in addition, when in flight, 

either with: 

 

 a) the visual flight rules; or 

 

 b) the instrument flight rules. 

 

 Note 1.— Information relevant to the services 

provided to aircraft operating in accordance with both 

visual flight rules and instrument flight rules in the seven 

ATS airspace classes is contained in 2.6.1 and 2.6.3 of 

Annex 11. 

 

 Note 2.— A pilot may elect to fly in accordance 

with instrument flight rules in visual meteorological 

conditions or may be required to do so by the appropriate 

ATS authority. 

 

 

SERA.2005 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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2.3.1 

 

 

a6bde6fd-74ef-

4507-a2d0-

cc360a9bc578 

2.3    Responsibility for compliance with the rules of the 

air 

 

 

2.3.1    Responsibility of pilot-in-command 

 

The pilot-in-command of an aircraft shall, whether 

manipulating the controls or not, be responsible for the 

operation of the aircraft in accordance with the rules of 

the air, except that the pilot-in-command may depart from 

these rules in circumstances that render such departure 

absolutely necessary in the interests of safety. 

 

 

SERA.2010(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

2.3.2 

 

 

d6617526-

87a7-4b59-

9a5f-

f5c6dbb49179 

2.3.2    Pre-flight action 

 

Before beginning a flight, the pilot-in-command of an 

aircraft shall become familiar with all available 

information appropriate to the intended operation. Pre-

flight action for flights away from the vicinity of an 

aerodrome, and for all IFR flights, shall include a careful 

study of available current weather reports and forecasts, 

taking into consideration fuel requirements and an 

alternative course of action if the flight cannot be 

completed as planned. 

 

 

 

SERA.2010(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

2.4 

 

 

2.4    Authority of pilot-in-command of an aircraft 

 

SERA.2015 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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5149d4dd-

722d-408a-

bf7e-

32448a9228cd 

The pilot-in-command of an aircraft shall have final 

authority as to the disposition of the aircraft while in 

command. 

 

 

 

2.5 

 

 

92c5526f-f2c3-

4932-b28c-

5a6a7dc72c2c 

2.5   Problematic use of psychoactive substances 

 

No person whose function is critical to the safety of 

aviation (safety-sensitive personnel) shall undertake that 

function while under the influence of any psychoactive 

substance, by reason of which human performance is 

impaired. No such person shall engage in any kind of 

problematic use of substances. 

 

 

 

 

 

SERA.2020 

Reg. (EU)  

923/2012     

        

                

3.1.1 

 

 

20e17f05-c854-

4b56-8035-

7212c1d19900 

CHAPTER 3.    GENERAL RULES 

 

 

 

3.1    Protection of persons and property 

 

 

3.1.1    Negligent or reckless operation of aircraft 

 

An aircraft shall not be operated in a negligent or reckless 

manner so as to endanger life or property of others. 

 

 

SERA.3101 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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3.1.2 

 

 

e6f1c51b-3743-

48b5-9b8b-

41f46261b96d 

3.1.2    Minimum heights 

 

Except when necessary for take-off or landing, or except 

by permission from the appropriate authority, aircraft 

shall not be flown over the congested areas of cities, 

towns or settlements or over an open-air assembly of 

persons, unless at such a height as will permit, in the 

event of an emergency arising, a landing to be made 

without undue hazard to persons or property on the 

surface. 

 

 Note.— See 4.6 for minimum heights for VFR 

flights and 5.1.2 for minimum levels for IFR flights. 

 

 

SERA.3105 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           The 

minimu

m 

heights 

for VFR 

flights 

shall be 

those 

specifie 

d in 

SERA.5

005(f) 

and 

minimu

m levels 

for IFR 

flights 

shall be 

those 

specifie

d in 

SERA.5

015(b). 

    

3.1.3 

 

 

08a37cf5-6ee5-

4a00-a86f-

9afe1e9b9888 

3.1.3    Cruising levels 

 

The cruising levels at which a flight or a portion of a 

flight is to be conducted shall be in terms of: 

 

 a) flight levels, for flights at or above the 

lowest usable flight level or, where applicable, above the 

transition altitude; 

 

SERA.3110 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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 b) altitudes, for flights below the lowest 

usable flight level or, where applicable, at or below the 

transition altitude. 

 

 Note.— The system of flight levels is prescribed 

in the Procedures for Air Navigation Services — Aircraft 

Operations (Doc 8168). 

 

 

3.1.4 

 

 

8ca39b3c-

7768-4f6d-

81a9-

f6310b6b1e96 

3.1.4    Dropping or spraying 

 

Nothing shall be dropped or sprayed from an aircraft in 

flight except under conditions prescribed by the 

appropriate authority and as indicated by relevant 

information, advice and/or clearance from the appropriate 

air traffic services unit. 

 

 

SERA.3115 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.1.5 

 

 

ab1b0f22-

1612-4053-

8af8-

1d004c09b691 

3.1.5    Towing 

 

No aircraft or other object shall be towed by an aircraft, 

except in accordance with requirements prescribed by the 

appropriate authority and as indicated by relevant 

information, advice and/or clearance from the appropriate 

air traffic services unit. 

 

 

SERA.3120 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.1.6 

 

 

0d47f9d4-

9990-43f6-

3.1.6    Parachute descents 

 

Parachute descents, other than emergency descents, shall 

not be made except under conditions prescribed by the 

appropriate authority and as indicated by relevant 

SERA.3125 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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b142-

64f3d38c2d1c 

information, advice and/or clearance from the appropriate 

air traffic services unit. 

3.1.7 

 

 

e18e08e6-

4c93-4f9e-

a446-

003ad30b542d 

3.1.7    Acrobatic flight 

 

No aircraft shall be flown acrobatically except under 

conditions prescribed by the appropriate authority and as 

indicated by relevant information, advice and/or 

clearance from the appropriate air traffic services unit. 

 

 

SERA.3130 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.1.8 

 

 

718b8761-

29c5-4366-

aaeb-

3ee450c0fe2d 

3.1.8    Formation flights 

 

Aircraft shall not be flown in formation except by pre-

arrangement among the pilots-in-command of the aircraft 

taking part in the flight and, for formation flight in 

controlled airspace, in accordance with the conditions 

prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority(ies). These 

conditions shall include the following: 

 

 a) the formation operates as a single 

aircraft with regard to navigation and position reporting; 

 

 b) separation between aircraft in the flight 

shall be the responsibility of the flight leader and the 

pilots-in-command of the other aircraft in the flight and 

shall include periods of transition when aircraft are 

manoeuvring to attain their own separation within the 

formation and during join-up and breakaway; and 

 

 c) a distance not exceeding 1 km (0.5 

NM) laterally and longitudinally and 30 m (100 ft) 

vertically from the flight leader shall be maintained by 

each aircraft. 

SERA.3135 

Reg. (EU)  

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

also 

defines 

who 

shall be 

the 

flight 

leader, 

and in 

the last 

point it 

also 

requires 

State 

aircraft 

to 

follow 

the 

require

ments of 

the 

Chicago 
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Convent

ion. 

3.1.9 

 

 

57b7b927-

58f5-406c-

8b1c-

62a8336f2711 

3.1.9    Remotely piloted aircraft 

 

A remotely piloted aircraft shall be operated in such a 

manner as to minimize hazards to persons, property or 

other aircraft and in accordance with the conditions 

specified in Appendix 4. 

 

 

Art. 1(4) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012, 

Art. 7(2) and 

(3) Reg. (EU) 

2019/947   

  

      Regulation 

2019/947 

requires 

the specific 

and 

certified 

category 

UAS to be 

operated 

according 

to SERA. 

A UAS is 

an aircraft 

(definition) 

and SERA. 

3101 

applies to 

all 

aircraft.  

    

Regulati

on 

2019/94

7 cover 

UAS 

operatio

n in low 

and 

medium 

risk 

(open 

and 

specific)

. 

Regulati

on for 

Higher 

risk 

operatio

ns 

(certifie

d 

category

) will be 

propose

d in an 

NPA 

planned 

for 

2021.  
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3.1.10 

 

 

3945ca49-

d662-4740-

baf7-

3d91a227f344 

3.1.10    Unmanned free balloons  

 

An unmanned free balloon shall be operated in such a 

manner as to minimize hazards to persons, property or 

other aircraft and in accordance with the conditions 

specified in Appendix 5. 

 

 

SERA.3140 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.1.11 

 

 

4ac1eae1-5147-

475c-a2ca-

49b15a4ba318 

3.1.11    Prohibited areas and restricted areas 

 

Aircraft shall not be flown in a prohibited area, or in a 

restricted area, the particulars of which have been duly 

published, except in accordance with the conditions of the 

restrictions or by permission of the State over whose 

territory the areas are established. 

 

 

 

SERA.3145 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2 

 

 

6c7b2b3a-99f0-

4bc7-b551-

70091af82ef8 

3.2    Avoidance of collisions 

 

Nothing in these rules shall relieve the pilot-in-command 

of an aircraft from the responsibility of taking such 

action, including collision avoidance manoeuvres based 

on resolution advisories provided by ACAS equipment, 

as will best avert collision. 

 

 Note 1.— It is important that vigilance for the 

purpose of detecting potential collisions be exercised on 

board an aircraft, regardless of the type of flight or the 

class of airspace in which the aircraft is operating, and 

while operating on the movement area of an aerodrome. 

 

 

SERA.3201 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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 Note 2.— Operating procedures for use of ACAS 

detailing the responsibilities of the pilot-in-command are 

contained in PANS-OPS (Doc 8168), Volume I, Part III, 

Section 3, Chapter 3. 

 

 Note 3.— Carriage requirements for ACAS 

equipment are addressed in Annex 6, Part I, Chapter 6 

and Part II, Chapter 6. 

 

 

3.2.1 

 

 

0ba1d957-

40e4-4ad3-

84f7-

4651770e3075 

3.2.1    Proximity 

 

An aircraft shall not be operated in such proximity to 

other aircraft as to create a collision hazard. 

 

 

SERA.3205 

Reg. (EU)  

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.2 

 

 

70f02147-1f9f-

4334-8cbe-

2fbb4ca8ae16 

3.2.2    Right-of-way 

 

The aircraft that has the right-of-way shall maintain its 

heading and speed. 

 

SERA.3210(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      Commonly 

agreed 

difference 

A2-01 

requires 

priority 

also for 

aircraft 

with 

impaired 

manoeuvra

bility.     

     

3.2.2.1 

 

 

 3.2.2.1    An aircraft that is obliged by the 

following rules to keep out of the way of another shall 

avoid passing over, under or in front of the other, unless it 

SERA.3210(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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b3d96c6b-

ec3c-4fa2-

9c72-

dc0854fe3044 

passes well clear and takes into account the effect of 

aircraft wake turbulence. 

 

3.2.2.2 

 

 

3e06231b-

d5b5-417c-

bc58-

83753a7b5fa2 

 3.2.2.2    Approaching head-on. When two 

aircraft are approaching head-on or approximately so and 

there is danger of collision, each shall alter its heading to 

the right. 

 

SERA.3210(c

)(1) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.2.3 

 

 

cf6fbfa8-3dbe-

467b-a185-

1adb985a631e 

 3.2.2.3    Converging. When two aircraft are 

converging at approximately the same level, the aircraft 

that has the other on its right shall give way, except as 

follows: 

 

 a) power-driven heavier-than-air aircraft 

shall give way to airships, gliders and balloons; 

 

 b) airships shall give way to gliders and 

balloons; 

 

 c) gliders shall give way to balloons; 

 

 d) power-driven aircraft shall give way to 

aircraft which are seen to be towing other aircraft or 

objects. 

 

SERA.3210(c

)(2) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

           In the 

EU legal 

framewo

rk 

gliders 

are 

sailplane

s.     

3.2.2.4 

 

 

 3.2.2.4    Overtaking. An overtaking aircraft is 

an aircraft that approaches another from the rear on a line 

forming an angle of less than 70 degrees with the plane of 

symmetry of the latter, i.e. is in such a position with 

reference to the other aircraft that at night it should be 

SERA.3210(c

)(3) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

      Commonly 

agreed 

difference 

A2-05 

allows 
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f04052c1-e3ac-

4d23-9176-

66c31bc3f30b 

unable to see either of the aircraft’s left (port) or right 

(starboard) navigation lights. An aircraft that is being 

overtaken has the right-of-way and the overtaking 

aircraft, whether climbing, descending or in horizontal 

flight, shall keep out of the way of the other aircraft by 

altering its heading to the right, and no subsequent change 

in the relative positions of the two aircraft shall absolve 

the overtaking aircraft from this obligation until it is 

entirely past and clear. 

 

 

sailplanes 

to overtake 

each other 

form the 

right as 

well.     

3.2.2.5.1 

 

 

23711980-

e149-4be1-

a6d3-

cadaaeca4cea 

3.2.2.5    Landing 

 

 3.2.2.5.1    An aircraft in flight, or operating on 

the ground or water, shall give way to aircraft landing or 

in the final stages of an approach to land. 

 

SERA.3210 

(c) (4) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.2.5.2 

 

 

c3b3c1e2-

7b9b-4e42-

88a9-

6388164843db 

 3.2.2.5.2    When two or more heavier-than-air 

aircraft are approaching an aerodrome for the purpose of 

landing, aircraft at the higher level shall give way to 

aircraft at the lower level, but the latter shall not take 

advantage of this rule to cut in in front of another which 

is in the final stages of an approach to land, or to overtake 

that aircraft. Nevertheless, power-driven heavier-than-air 

aircraft shall give way to gliders. 

 

SERA.3210(c

)(4)(i) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

contains 

“an 

aerodro

me or an 

operatin

g site” 

and 

instead 

of 

gliders, 

sailplane

s.     
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3.2.2.5.3 

 

 

48ba7a13-

c952-4fe9-

9efc-

4beda259b1fb 

 3.2.2.5.3    Emergency landing. An aircraft that 

is aware that another is compelled to land shall give way 

to that aircraft. 

 

SERA.3210 

(c) (4) (ii)  

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.2.6 

 

 

d0ba31d9-ebfb-

4b40-a40c-

abcdcf0c7e95 

 3.2.2.6    Taking off. An aircraft taxiing on the 

manoeuvring area of an aerodrome shall give way to 

aircraft taking off or about to take off. 

 

 

SERA.3210(c

)(5) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.2.7.1 

 

 

74fd10f7-26b7-

4ae6-92d2-

0f591b192e2b 

3.2.2.7    Surface movement of aircraft 

 

 3.2.2.7.1    In case of danger of collision 

between two aircraft taxiing on the movement area of an 

aerodrome the following shall apply: 

 

 a) when two aircraft are approaching head 

on, or approximately so, each shall stop or where 

practicable alter its course to the right so as to keep well 

clear; 

 

 b) when two aircraft are on a converging 

course, the one which has the other on its right shall give 

way; 

 

 c) an aircraft which is being overtaken by 

another aircraft shall have the right-of-way and the 

overtaking aircraft shall keep well clear of the other 

aircraft. 

 

SERA.3210(d

)(1) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

contains 

“on the 

moveme

nt area 

of an 

aerodro

me or 

equivale

nt part 

of an 

operatin

g 

site”.  
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 Note.— For the description of an overtaking 

aircraft see 3.2.2.4. 

 

3.2.2.7.2 

 

 

97744bef-

0329-47c9-

b68b-

0b4bfe414a35 

 3.2.2.7.2    An aircraft taxiing on the 

manoeuvring area shall stop and hold at all 

runway-holding positions unless otherwise authorized by 

the aerodrome control tower. 

 

 Note.— For runway-holding position markings 

and related signs, see Annex 14, Volume I, 5.2.10 and 

5.4.2. 

 

SERA.3210(d

)(2) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

      SERA 

specifies 

that it is 

the 

manoeuvri

ng area of 

a 

controlled 

aerodrome 

and the 

control 

tower shall 

give an 

explicit 

clearance 

to enter or 

cross the 

runway.  

   

     

3.2.2.7.3 

 

 

e02438ec-20af-

4332-89ba-

d9ce5d9bf4a4 

 3.2.2.7.3    An aircraft taxiing on the 

manoeuvring area shall stop and hold at all lighted stop 

bars and may proceed further when the lights are 

switched off. 

 

 

SERA.3210(d

)(3) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

      SERA 

refers to 

the 

previous 

point, so it 

requires 

explicit 

clearance 

from the 

control 

tower in 
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addition.  

   

3.2.3.1 

 

 

7e6d3053-

6101-4326-

a228-

658192c8f1fc 

3.2.3    Lights to be displayed by aircraft 

 

 Note 1.— The characteristics of lights intended 

to meet the requirements of 3.2.3 for aeroplanes are 

specified in Annex 8. Specifications for navigation lights 

for aeroplanes are contained in the Appendices to Parts I 

and II of Annex 6. Detailed technical specifications for 

lights for aeroplanes are contained in Volume II, Part A, 

Chapter 4 of the Airworthiness Manual (Doc 9760) and 

for helicopters in Part A, Chapter 5 of that document. 

 

 Note 2.— In the context of 3.2.3.2 c) and 3.2.3.4 

a) an aircraft is understood to be operating when it is 

taxiing or being towed or is stopped temporarily during 

the course of taxiing or being towed. 

 

 Note 3.— For aircraft on the water see 3.2.6.2. 

 

 3.2.3.1    Except as provided by 3.2.3.5, from 

sunset to sunrise or during any other period which may be 

prescribed by the appropriate authority all aircraft in 

flight shall display: 

 

 a) anti-collision lights intended to attract 

attention to the aircraft; and 

 

 b) navigation lights intended to indicate 

the relative path of the aircraft to an observer and other 

lights shall not be displayed if they are likely to be 

mistaken for these lights. 

 

SERA.3215(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      The period 

for the 

requiremen

t is defined 

as “at 

night” and 

the 

definition 

of “night” 

is under 

Article 

2(97). 

Point b) of 

3.2.3.1 do 

es  not 

apply to 

balloons.    

      

      

The 

definitio

n of the 

period 

of the 

applicab

ility of 

this 

SARP 

can be 

defined 

by the 

appropri 

ate 

authorit

y, so 

there is 

no need 

to file a 

differen

ce in 

that 

regard.    
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 Note.— Lights fitted for other purposes, such as 

landing lights and airframe floodlights, may be used in 

addition to the anti-collision lights specified in the 

Airworthiness Manual, Volume II (Doc 9760) to enhance 

aircraft conspicuity. 

 

3.2.3.2 

 

 

a03a5567-

838b-4f29-

aadc-

3d80eb51670b 

 3.2.3.2    Except as provided by 3.2.3.5, from 

sunset to sunrise or during any other period prescribed by 

the appropriate authority: 

 a) all aircraft moving on the movement 

area of an aerodrome shall display navigation lights 

intended to indicate the relative path of the aircraft to an 

observer and other lights shall not be displayed if they are 

likely to be mistaken for these lights; 

 

 b) unless stationary and otherwise 

adequately illuminated, all aircraft on the movement area 

of an aerodrome shall display lights intended to indicate 

the extremities of their structure; 

 

 c) all aircraft operating on the movement 

area of an aerodrome shall display lights intended to 

attract attention to the aircraft; and 

 

 d) all aircraft on the movement area of an 

aerodrome whose engines are running shall display lights 

which indicate that fact. 

 

 Note.— If suitably located on the aircraft, the 

navigation lights referred to in 3.2.3.1 b) may also meet 

the requirements of 3.2.3.2 b). Red anti-collision lights 

fitted to meet the requirements of 3.2.3.1 a) may also 

SERA.3215(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      Commonly 

agreed 

difference 

A2-02 

allows for 

point b) to 

act as far 

as 

practibale; 

in addition 

the 

definition 

of night is 

different. 
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meet the requirements of 3.2.3.2 c) and 3.2.3.2 d) 

provided they do not subject observers to harmful dazzle. 

 

3.2.3.3 

 

 

b103c3c5-1fcc-

43cd-b5b6-

b1cf3cbff27c 

 3.2.3.3    Except as provided by 3.2.3.5, all 

aircraft in flight and fitted with anti-collision lights to 

meet the requirement of 3.2.3.1 a) shall display such 

lights also outside the period specified in 3.2.3.1. 

 

SERA.3215(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012   

   

                

3.2.3.4 

 

 

d31c8f3a-a6be-

48ba-9c28-

f7613b1d6a40 

 3.2.3.4    Except as provided by 3.2.3.5, all 

aircraft: 

 

 a) operating on the movement area of an 

aerodrome and fitted with anti-collision lights to meet the 

requirement of 3.2.3.2 c); or 

 

 b) on the movement area of an aerodrome 

and fitted with lights to meet the requirement of 3.2.3.2 

d); 

 

shall display such lights also outside the period specified 

in 3.2.3.2. 

 

SERA.3215(d

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.3.5 

 

 

87cd3229-2fc3-

4da1-8e09-

f0e1c8cbd405 

 3.2.3.5    A pilot shall be permitted to switch off 

or reduce the intensity of any flashing lights fitted to meet 

the requirements of 3.2.3.1, 3.2.3.2, 3.2.3.3 and 3.2.3.4 if 

they do or are likely to: 

 

 a) adversely affect the satisfactory 

performance of duties; or 

 

 b) subject an outside observer to harmful 

dazzle. 

SERA.3215(e

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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3.2.4 

 

 

96b53a21-

2512-4ad2-

903d-

484aa59a7422 

3.2.4    Simulated instrument flights 

 

An aircraft shall not be flown under simulated instrument 

flight conditions unless: 

 

 a) fully functioning dual controls are 

installed in the aircraft; and 

 

 b) a qualified pilot occupies a control seat 

to act as safety pilot for the person who is flying under 

simulated instrument conditions. The safety pilot shall 

have adequate vision forward and to each side of the 

aircraft, or a competent observer in communication with 

the safety pilot shall occupy a position in the aircraft from 

which the observer’s field of vision adequately 

supplements that of the safety pilot. 

 

 

SERA.3220 

Reg. (EU)  

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.5 

 

 

5fee4c60-0b8e-

4ad5-9d31-

5d89ed23de70 

3.2.5    Operation on and in the vicinity of 

an aerodrome 

 

An aircraft operated on or in the vicinity of an aerodrome 

shall, whether or not within an aerodrome traffic zone: 

 a) observe other aerodrome traffic for the 

purpose of avoiding collision; 

 

 b) conform with or avoid the pattern of 

traffic formed by other aircraft in operation; 

 

SERA.3225 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      Implement

ing 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

923/2012, 

paragraph 

SERA.322

5 differs 

from 

ICAO 

Standard in 

Annex 2 

according 
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 c) make all turns to the left, when 

approaching for a landing and after taking off, unless 

otherwise instructed; 

 

 d) land and take off into the wind unless 

safety, the runway configuration, or air traffic 

considerations determine that a different direction is 

preferable. 

 

 Note 1.— See 3.6.5.1. 

 

 Note 2.— Additional rules may apply in 

aerodrome traffic zones. 

 

 

to the 

Commonly 

Agreed 

Difference 

A2-03 

points   

3.2.5(c) 

and 

3.2.5(d) in 

that it 

specifies 

that 

subparagra

phs (c) and 

(d) do not 

apply to 

balloons:  

      

      

3.2.6.1 

 

 

82e68261-

602b-4e0f-

9eaa-

c4a9f45bf878 

3.2.6    Water operations 

 

 Note.— In addition to the provisions of 3.2.6.1 of 

this Annex, rules set forth in the International 

Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, developed 

by the International Conference on Revision of the 

International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at 

Sea (London, 1972) may be applicable in certain cases. 

 

 3.2.6.1    When two aircraft or an aircraft and a 

vessel are approaching one another and there is a risk of 

collision, the aircraft shall proceed with careful regard to 

existing circumstances and conditions including the 

limitations of the respective craft. 

SERA.3230(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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3.2.6.1.1 

 

 

b2aeafee-6c70-

414a-bc9e-

19534b885bea 

 3.2.6.1.1    Converging. An aircraft which has 

another aircraft or a vessel on its right shall give way so 

as to keep well clear. 

 

SERA.3230(a

)(1) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.6.1.2 

 

 

aead4fd2-333e-

46fd-b2c9-

f9bf464d695e 

 3.2.6.1.2    Approaching head-on. An aircraft 

approaching another aircraft or a vessel head-on, or 

approximately so, shall alter its heading to the right to 

keep well clear. 

 

SERA.3230(a

)(2) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.6.1.3 

 

 

c066ebd4-ab2f-

4839-923d-

dad615548fd6 

 3.2.6.1.3    Overtaking. The aircraft or vessel 

which is being overtaken has the right of way, and the 

one overtaking shall alter its heading to keep well clear. 

 

SERA.3230(a

)(3) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.6.1.4 

 

 

919732a2-

3f46-463c-

8f48-

3226090d5c83 

 3.2.6.1.4    Landing and taking off. Aircraft 

landing on or taking off from the water shall, in so far as 

practicable, keep well clear of all vessels and avoid 

impeding their navigation. 

 

SERA.3230(a

)(4) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.2.6.2 

 

 

bb0159fa-35af-

4ef3-a021-

6cdf3241a1e9 

 3.2.6.2    Lights to be displayed by aircraft on 

the water. Between sunset and sunrise or such other 

period between sunset and sunrise as may be prescribed 

by the appropriate authority, all aircraft on the water shall 

display lights as required by the International Regulations 

for Preventing Collisions at Sea (revised 1972) unless it is 

SERA.3230(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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impractical for them to do so, in which case they shall 

display lights as closely similar as possible in 

characteristics and position to those required by the 

International Regulations. 

 

 Note 1.— Specifications for lights to be shown 

by aeroplanes on the water are contained in the 

Appendices to Parts I and II of Annex 6. 

 

 Note 2.— The International Regulations for 

Preventing Collisions at Sea specify that the rules 

concerning lights shall be complied with from sunset to 

sunrise. Any lesser period between sunset and sunrise 

established in accordance with 3.2.6.2 cannot, therefore, 

be applied in areas where the International Regulations 

for Preventing Collisions at Sea apply, e.g. on the high 

seas. 

 

 

 

 

3.3.1.1 

 

 

67fd931f-00c5-

42c2-8fcc-

543f889f1d5f 

3.3    Flight plans 

 

 

3.3.1    Submission of a flight plan 

 

 3.3.1.1    Information relative to an intended 

flight or portion of a flight, to be provided to air traffic 

services units, shall be in the form of a flight plan. 

 

SERA.4001(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.3.1.2 

 

 

 3.3.1.2    A flight plan shall be submitted prior to 

operating: 

 

SERA.4001(b

) Reg. (EU) 

      Commonly 

agreed 

difference 
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6d57bcb9-

4a81-41a9-

83f6-

7d06d582387c 

 a) any flight or portion thereof to be 

provided with air traffic control service; 

 

 b) any IFR flight within advisory airspace; 

 

 c) any flight within or into designated 

areas, or along designated routes, when so required by the 

appropriate ATS authority to facilitate the provision of 

flight information, alerting and search and rescue 

services; 

 

 d) any flight within or into designated 

areas, or along designated routes, when so required by the 

appropriate ATS authority to facilitate coordination with 

appropriate military units or with air traffic services units 

in adjacent States in order to avoid the possible need for 

interception for the purpose of identification; 

 

 e) any flight across international borders. 

 

 Note.— The term “flight plan” is used to mean 

variously, full information on all items comprised in the 

flight plan description, covering the whole route of a 

flight, or limited information required when the purpose 

is to obtain a clearance for a minor portion of a flight 

such as to cross an airway, to take off from, or to land at 

a controlled aerodrome. 

 

923/2012     

        

A2-04 

allows in 

SERA.400

1(b)(5) for 

States to 

prescribe 

other 

requiremen

ts for any 

flight 

across 

internation

al borders, 

and 

requires in 

SERA.400

1(b)(6) for 

flights  

planned to 

operate at 

night, if 

leaving the 

vicinity of 

an aerod  

rome.     

3.3.1.3 

 

 

 3.3.1.3    A flight plan shall be submitted, before 

departure, to an air traffic services reporting office or, 

during flight, transmitted to the appropriate air traffic 

services unit or air-ground control radio station, unless 

SERA.4001(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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57c717a6-fccf-

478b-9894-

761b16609ed0 

arrangements have been made for submission of 

repetitive flight plans. 

 

3.3.1.4 

 

 

43c68b44-

0862-4b1d-

8d85-

855ee98caaa7 

 3.3.1.4    Unless otherwise prescribed by the 

appropriate ATS authority, a flight plan for a flight to be 

provided with air traffic control service or air traffic 

advisory service shall be submitted at least sixty minutes 

before departure, or, if submitted during flight, at a time 

which will ensure its receipt by the appropriate air traffic 

services unit at least ten minutes before the aircraft is 

estimated to reach: 

 

 a) the intended point of entry into a 

control area or advisory area; or 

 

 b) the point of crossing an airway or 

advisory route. 

 

 

SERA.4001(d

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                 

3.3.2 

 

 

6088919c-

7d34-483f-

a0bb-

eae1acf9e9f1 

3.3.2    Contents of a flight plan 

 

A flight plan shall comprise information regarding such 

of the following items as are considered relevant by the 

appropriate ATS authority: 

 

 — Aircraft identification 

 

 — Flight rules and type of flight 

 

 — Number and type(s) of aircraft and 

wake turbulence category 

 

 — Equipment 

SERA.4005 

(a)  Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA.4

005 also 

refers to 

operatin

g sites.   
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 — Departure aerodrome (see Note 1) 

 

 — Estimated off-block time (see Note 2) 

 

 — Cruising speed(s) 

 

 — Cruising level(s) 

 

 — Route to be followed 

 

 — Destination aerodrome and total 

estimated elapsed time 

 

 — Alternate aerodrome(s) 

 

 — Fuel endurance 

 

 — Total number of persons on board 

 

 — Emergency and survival equipment 

 

 — Other information. 

 

 Note 1.— For flight plans submitted during 

flight, the information provided in respect of this item will 

be an indication of the location from which 

supplementary information concerning the flight may be 

obtained, if required. 

 

 Note 2.— For flight plans submitted during 

flight, the information to be provided in respect of this 

item will be the time over the first point of the route to 

which the flight plan relates. 
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 Note 3.— The term “aerodrome” where used in 

the flight plan is intended to cover also sites other than 

aerodromes which may be used by certain types of 

aircraft, e.g. helicopters or balloons. 

 

 

3.3.3.1 

 

 

87207a86-

ead3-424a-

a8e0-

86e45dc3c0db 

3.3.3    Completion of a flight plan 

 

 3.3.3.1    Whatever the purpose for which it is 

submitted, a flight plan shall contain information, as 

applicable, on relevant items up to and including 

“Alternate aerodrome(s)” regarding the whole route or 

the portion thereof for which the flight plan is submitted. 

 

SERA.4010(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.3.3.2 

 

 

febece79-142f-

4cfb-8daa-

e734b8293791 

 3.3.3.2    It shall, in addition, contain 

information, as applicable, on all other items when so 

prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority or when 

otherwise deemed necessary by the person submitting the 

flight plan. 

 

 

SERA.4010(b

) Reg. (EU)  

923/2012     

        

                

3.3.4 

 

 

9de2af74-44fc-

4af2-b1c7-

fff05e5d7436 

3.3.4    Changes to a flight plan 

 

Subject to the provisions of 3.6.2.2, all changes to a flight 

plan submitted for an IFR flight, or a VFR flight operated 

as a controlled flight, shall be reported as soon as 

practicable to the appropriate air traffic services unit. For 

other VFR flights, significant changes to a flight plan 

shall be reported as soon as practicable to the appropriate 

air traffic services unit. 

 

SERA.4015 

(a)  Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     
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 Note 1.— Information submitted prior to 

departure regarding fuel endurance or total number of 

persons carried on board, if incorrect at time of 

departure, constitutes a significant change to the flight 

plan and as such must be reported. 

 

 Note 2.— Procedures for submission of changes 

to repetitive flight plans are contained in the PANS-ATM 

(Doc 4444). 

 

3.3.5.1 

 

 

bee84c5d-

6730-4eb8-

8b97-

54bb37199330 

3.3.5    Closing a flight plan 

 

 3.3.5.1   Unless otherwise prescribed by the 

appropriate ATS authority, a report of arrival shall be 

made in person, by radiotelephony or via data link at the 

earliest possible moment after landing, to the appropriate 

air traffic services unit at the arrival aerodrome, by any 

flight for which a flight plan has been submitted covering 

the entire flight or the remaining portion of a flight to the 

destination aerodrome. 

 

SERA.4020(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           An 

exempti

on is 

provided 

in 

SERA.4

020(a)(1

). 

3.3.5.2 

 

 

e6960b93-

c774-4cd2-

b85d-

76d29c7393b2 

 3.3.5.2    When a flight plan has been submitted 

only in respect of a portion of a flight, other than the 

remaining portion of a flight to destination, it shall, when 

required, be closed by an appropriate report to the 

relevant air traffic services unit. 

 

SERA.4020(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.3.5.3 

 

 

284bd7eb-

c3a8-4dcd-

 3.3.5.3    When no air traffic services unit exists 

at the arrival aerodrome, the arrival report, when 

required, shall be made as soon as practicable after 

landing and by the quickest means available to the nearest 

air traffic services unit. 

SERA.4020(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

also 

consider

s 

operatin
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b44f-

1910b0a64ed1 

 g sites, 

not just 

aerodro

mes.    

    

      

3.3.5.4 

 

 

6093c1ff-2c61-

49ec-ada9-

d159a944b04c 

 3.3.5.4   When communication facilities at the 

arrival aerodrome are known to be inadequate and 

alternate arrangements for the handling of arrival reports 

on the ground are not available, the following action shall 

be taken. Immediately prior to landing the aircraft shall, if 

practicable, transmit to the appropriate air traffic services 

unit, a message comparable to an arrival report, where 

such a report is required. Normally, this transmission 

shall be made to the aeronautical station serving the air 

traffic services unit in charge of the flight information 

region in which the aircraft is operated. 

 

SERA.4020(d

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

also 

consider

s 

operatin

g sites, 

not just 

aerodro

mes.    

    

      

3.3.5.5 

 

 

46205197-

ddc6-4926-

9377-

6007eb2dcb73 

 3.3.5.5    Arrival reports made by aircraft shall 

contain the following elements of information: 

 

 a) aircraft identification; 

 

 b) departure aerodrome; 

 

 c) destination aerodrome (only in the case 

of a diversionary landing); 

 

 d) arrival aerodrome; 

 

 e) time of arrival. 

 

SERA.4020(e

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

also 

consider

s 

operatin

g sites, 

not just 

aerodro

mes.    
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 Note.— Whenever an arrival report is required, 

failure to comply with these provisions may cause serious 

disruption in the air traffic services and incur great 

expense in carrying out unnecessary search and rescue 

operations. 

 

 

 

3.4.1 

 

 

93e2d174-

086c-4b9c-

a57e-

6a5636e66094 

3.4    Signals 

 

 3.4.1    Upon observing or receiving any of the 

signals given in Appendix 1, aircraft shall take such 

action as may be required by the interpretation of the 

signal given in that Appendix. 

 

SERA.3301(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.4.2 

 

 

0f3a569f-84d6-

4e6b-a136-

a6b03ae6198f 

 3.4.2    The signals of Appendix 1 shall, when 

used, have the meaning indicated therein. They shall be 

used only for the purpose indicated and no other signals 

likely to be confused with them shall be used. 

 

SERA.3301(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.4.3 

 

 

013602f8-

0430-4c39-

a2b2-

8e4c966e7a47 

 3.4.3    A signalman shall be responsible for 

providing standard marshalling signals to aircraft in a 

clear and precise manner using the signals shown in 

Appendix 1.  

 

SERA.3301(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.4.4 

 

 

 3.4.4    No person shall guide an aircraft unless 

trained, qualified and approved by the appropriate 

authority to carry out the functions of a signalman. 

 

SERA.3301(d

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

allows 

persons 

trained, 
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c41be644-

2a17-404a-

bfc7-

70a74e198fcc 

qualified 

and 

approve

d based 

on 

relevant 

Union 

or 

national 

legislati

on.     

3.4.5 

 

 

26179034-

4787-463a-

a004-

6735e1ea3e7d 

 3.4.5    The signalman shall wear a distinctive 

fluorescent identification vest to allow the flight crew to 

identify that he or she is the person responsible for the 

marshalling operation. 

 

SERA.3301(e

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.4.6 

 

 

1ba90f0d-

1989-425a-

b43d-

ab36bfa73620 

 3.4.6    Daylight-fluorescent wands, table-tennis 

bats or gloves shall be used for all signalling by all 

participating ground staff during daylight hours. 

Illuminated wands shall be used at night or in low 

visibility.  

 

 

 

SERA.3301(f

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.5.1 

 

 

915e46fa-2d0f-

4096-9756-

c2d6fc4be081 

3.5    Time 

 

 3.5.1   Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) shall 

be used and shall be expressed in hours and minutes and, 

when required, seconds of the 24-hour day beginning at 

midnight. 

 

SERA.3401(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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3.5.2 

 

 

e9ff1627-6621-

4f99-9f47-

b4230cc1944c 

 3.5.2    A time check shall be obtained prior to 

operating a controlled flight and at such other times 

during the flight as may be necessary. 

 

 Note.— Such time check is normally obtained 

from an air traffic services unit unless other 

arrangements have been made by the operator or by the 

appropriate ATS authority. 

 

SERA.3401(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.5.3 

 

 

d3919e1b-

b05a-4f6d-

aa62-

3e99fbabaf01 

 3.5.3   Wherever time is utilized in the 

application of data link communications, it shall be 

accurate to within 1 second of UTC. 

 

 

 

SERA.3401(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.1.1 

 

 

9206df55-

d833-4348-

9d95-

6859e61daa77 

3.6    Air traffic control service 

 

 

3.6.1    Air traffic control clearances 

 

 3.6.1.1    An air traffic control clearance shall be 

obtained prior to operating a controlled flight, or a portion 

of a flight as a controlled flight. Such clearance shall be 

requested through the submission of a flight plan to an air 

traffic control unit. 

 

 Note 1.— A flight plan may cover only part of a 

flight, as necessary, to describe that portion of the flight 

or those manoeuvres which are subject to air traffic 

control. A clearance may cover only part of a current 

flight plan, as indicated in a clearance limit or by 

SERA.8015(b

)(1) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     
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reference to specific manoeuvres such as taxiing, landing 

or taking off. 

 

 Note 2.— If an air traffic control clearance is 

not satisfactory to a pilot-in-command of an aircraft, the 

pilot-in-command may request and, if practicable, will be 

issued an amended clearance. 

 

3.6.1.2 

 

 

14ff2c15-205e-

4613-b6d4-

bad3316e1e80 

 3.6.1.2    Whenever an aircraft has requested a 

clearance involving priority, a report explaining the 

necessity for such priority shall be submitted, if requested 

by the appropriate air traffic control unit. 

 

SERA.8015(b

)(3) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.1.3 

 

 

378a4408-

595d-4bc1-

bf99-

f10c9126cdc0 

 3.6.1.3    Potential reclearance in flight. If prior 

to departure it is anticipated that depending on fuel 

endurance and subject to reclearance in flight, a decision 

may be taken to proceed to a revised destination 

aerodrome, the appropriate air traffic control units shall 

be so notified by the insertion in the flight plan of 

information concerning the revised route (where known) 

and the revised destination. 

 

 Note.— The intent of this provision is to 

facilitate a reclearance to a revised destination, normally 

beyond the filed destination aerodrome. 

 

SERA.8015(b

)(4) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.1.4 

 

 

492e93ec-

0473-4f52-

 3.6.1.4    An aircraft operated on a controlled 

aerodrome shall not taxi on the manoeuvring area without 

clearance from the aerodrome control tower and shall 

comply with any instructions given by that unit. 

 

 

SERA.8015(b

)(5) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     
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a86d-

ee6b206ba5bf 

 

3.6.2.1 

 

 

01cc2726-

d7c7-471b-

a0e6-

8f6de5532f81 

3.6.2    Adherence to current flight plan 
 
 3.6.2.1    Except as provided for in 3.6.2.4, an 

aircraft shall adhere to the current flight plan or the 

applicable portion of a current flight plan for a controlled 

flight within the tolerances defined in paragraphs 

3.6.2.1.1 to 3.6.2.2 unless a request for a change has been 

made and clearance obtained from the appropriate air 

traffic control unit, or unless an emergency situation 

arises which necessitates immediate action by the aircraft, 

in which event as soon as circumstances permit, after 

such emergency authority is exercised, the appropriate air 

traffic services unit shall be notified of the action taken 

and that this action has been taken under emergency 

authority. 
 

SERA.8020(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.2.1.1 

 

 

ecba4a81-

6441-4590-

a250-

c8b91af59557 

 3.6.2.1.1    Unless otherwise authorized by the 

appropriate ATS authority, or directed by the appropriate 

air traffic control unit, controlled flights shall, in so far as 

practicable: 
 
 a) when on an established ATS route, 

operate along the defined centre line of that route; or 
 
 b) when on any other route, operate 

directly between the navigation facilities and/or points 

defining that route. 
 

SERA.8020(a

)(1) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.2.1.2 

 

 

 3.6.2.1.2    Subject to the overriding requirement 

in 3.6.2.1.1, an aircraft operating along an ATS route 

segment defined by reference to very high frequency 

omnidirectional radio ranges shall change over for its 

SERA.8020(a

)(2) Reg. 

(EU) 

                



State : EASA  Unique ID : 7_2021072216 1002_46 
European Union Aviation Safety Agency-Annex 2                                                                            

Amendment 46     

State 

Reference 

Difference 

Not 

Applicable 
Details of 

Difference 
Remarks  

Annex Reference  

&  

SARP Identifier 

 

 

No 

Yes 

RULES OF THE AIR - Level of implementation of SARPs 

Sigini

ficant 

Differ

ence 
Annex Standard or Recommended Practice 

A) 

More 

Exactin

g or 

Exceed

s 

B) Different 

in character 

or Other 

means of 

compliance 

C) Less 

protective or 

partially 

implemented 

or not 

implemented 

 

QMSF-007-10        Page 74 of 

95 Exported by: Dominika Dabrowa, E-mail: dominika.dabrowa@easa.europa.eu , Date: 7/22/2021 

fdb65769-

2265-4bac-

bb35-

d6e0ecf6fd8e 

primary navigation guidance from the facility behind the 

aircraft to that ahead of it at, or as close as operationally 

feasible to, the changeover point, where established. 
 

923/2012     

        

3.6.2.1.3 

 

 

dd3b72ad-

bd35-49ef-

b42f-

54041bdef950 

 3.6.2.1.3    Deviation from the requirements in 

3.6.2.1.1 shall be notified to the appropriate air traffic 

services unit. 
 

SERA.8020(a

)(3) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.2.2 

 

 

97552271-

9bc2-4ed0-

87ff-

1889e911c5c7 

 3.6.2.2    Deviations from the current flight plan. 

In the event that a controlled flight deviates from its 

current flight plan, the following action shall be taken: 
 
 a) Deviation from track: if the aircraft is 

off track, action shall be taken forthwith to adjust the 

heading of the aircraft to regain track as soon as 

practicable. 
 
 b) Deviation from ATC assigned Mach 

number/indicated airspeed: the appropriate air traffic 

services unit shall be informed immediately. 
 
 c) Deviation from Mach number/true 

airspeed: if the sustained Mach number/true airspeed at 

cruising level varies by plus or minus Mach 0.02 or more, 

or plus or minus 19 km/h (10 kt) true airspeed or more 

from the current flight plan, the appropriate air traffic 

services unit shall be so informed. 
 
 d) Change in time estimate: except where 

ADS-C is activated and serviceable in airspace where 

ADS-C services are provided, if the time estimate for the 

SERA.8020(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      Point b) of 

3.6.2.2 is 

not 

implement

ed. The 

variation in 

point c) of 

3.6.2.2 is 

defined in 

percentage 

when 

transposed 

into 

SERA. 

Point d) of 

3.6.2.2 is 

transposed 

into SERA 

by only 

referring to 

the 

requirment

RMT.04

76 is on-

going 

and will 

update 

EU rules 

in line 

with 

Annex 

2. 

Althoug

h this 

differen

ce is not 

one of 

the 

common

ly 

agreed 

ones, the 

differen

ce with 
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next applicable reporting point, flight information region 

boundary or destination aerodrome, whichever comes 

first, changes in excess of 2 minutes from that previously 

notified to air traffic services, or such other period of time 

as is prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority or on 

the basis of regional air navigation agreements, the flight 

crew shall notify the appropriate air traffic services unit 

as soon as possible. 
 

s in case 

there is an 

ADS-C 

agreement 

in 

place.     

item (c) 

should 

be 

publishe

d in 

MS's 

AIP, 

due to a 

differen

ce of 5% 

in true 

airspeed 

is 

greater 

than a 

+/- 

Mach 

0.02 

limits.  

   

3.6.2.2.1 

 

 

5ce8e2e5-

1b74-4be6-

bd3a-

8cd6d79b3497 

 3.6.2.2.1    When ADS-C services are provided 

and ADS-C is activated, the air traffic services unit shall 

be informed automatically via data link whenever 

changes occur beyond the threshold values stipulated by 

the ADS event contract. 
 

SERA.8020(b

)(4) Reg. 

(EU)  

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.2.3 

 

 

551e18d0-

86f7-4640-

 3.6.2.3    Change Requests. Requests for current 

flight plan changes shall include information as indicated 

hereunder: 
 
 a) Change of cruising level: aircraft 

identification; requested new cruising level and cruising 

SERA.8020(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      Point a) is 

transposed 

without 

including 

the 

reporting 

This is 

included 

in the 

rulemaki

ng task 

0476, 
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a123-

589c702aa891 

Mach number/true airspeed at this level; revised time 

estimates (when applicable) at subsequent reporting 

points or flight information region boundaries. 
 
 b) Change of Mach number/true airspeed: 

aircraft identification; requested Mach number/true 

airspeed. 
 
 c) Change of route: 
 
  1) Destination unchanged: 

aircraft identification; flight rules; description of new 

route of flight including related flight plan data beginning 

with the position from which requested change of route is 

to commence; revised time estimates; any other pertinent 

information. 

  2) Destination changed: aircraft 

identification; flight rules; description of revised route of 

flight to revised destination aerodrome including related 

flight plan data, beginning with the position from which 

requested change of route is to commence; revised time 

estimates; alternate aerodrome(s); any other pertinent 

information. 

 

points. 

Item b) not 

implement

ed.     

regular 

update 

of 

SERA.  

Planned 

impleme

ntation 

is Q4 of 

2021.   

    

      

3.6.2.4 

 

 

40cab04e-

e8d2-4fdd-

8f67-

97854ce5b5df 

 3.6.2.4    Weather deterioration below the VMC. 

When it becomes evident that flight in VMC in 

accordance with its current flight plan will not be 

practicable, a VFR flight operated as a controlled flight 

shall: 

 

 a) request an amended clearance enabling 

the aircraft to continue in VMC to destination or to an 

alternative aerodrome, or to leave the airspace within 

which an ATC clearance is required; or 

SERA.8020(d

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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 b) if no clearance in accordance with a) 

can be obtained, continue to operate in VMC and notify 

the appropriate ATC unit of the action being taken either 

to leave the airspace concerned or to land at the nearest 

suitable aerodrome; or 

 

 c) if operated within a control zone, 

request authorization to operate as a special VFR flight; 

or 

 

 d) request clearance to operate in 

accordance with the instrument flight rules. 

 

 

3.6.3.1 

 

 

d03bd329-

4833-498f-

9428-

93672bdb5e0e 

3.6.3    Position reports 

 

 3.6.3.1   Unless exempted by the appropriate 

ATS authority or by the appropriate air traffic services 

unit under conditions specified by that authority, a 

controlled flight shall report to the appropriate air traffic 

services unit, as soon as possible, the time and level of 

passing each designated compulsory reporting point, 

together with any other required information. Position 

reports shall similarly be made in relation to additional 

points when requested by the appropriate air traffic 

services unit. In the absence of designated reporting 

points, position reports shall be made at intervals 

prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority or specified 

by the appropriate air traffic services unit. 

 

SERA.8025(a

) Reg. (EU)  

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.3.1.1  3.6.3.1.1   Controlled flights providing position 

information to the appropriate air traffic services unit via 

SERA.8025(a

)(1) Reg. 
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fa3ffdb5-7f75-

4940-821e-

72e17b4aad53 

data link communications shall only provide voice 

position reports when requested. 

 

 Note.— The conditions and circumstances in 

which ADS-B or SSR Mode C transmission of pressure-

altitude satisfies the requirement for level information in 

position reports are indicated in the PANS-ATM (Doc 

4444). 

 

 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

3.6.4 

 

 

b08f5843-1ede-

4180-9e5d-

43b0767ac672 

3.6.4    Termination of control 

 

A controlled flight shall, except when landing at a 

controlled aerodrome, advise the appropriate ATC unit as 

soon as it ceases to be subject to air traffic control 

service. 

 

 

SERA.8030 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.6.5.1 

 

 

1db7a92c-

e89b-4221-

b7e8-

e01dc35a80ab 

3.6.5    Communications 

 

 3.6.5.1   An aircraft operated as a controlled 

flight shall maintain continuous air-ground voice 

communication watch on the appropriate communication 

channel of, and establish two-way communication as 

necessary with, the appropriate air traffic control unit, 

except as may be prescribed by the appropriate ATS 

authority in respect of aircraft forming part of aerodrome 

traffic at a controlled aerodrome. 

 

 Note 1.— SELCAL or similar automatic 

signalling devices satisfy the requirement to maintain an 

air-ground voice communication watch. 

 

SERA.8035(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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 Note 2.— The requirement for an aircraft to 

maintain an air-ground voice communication watch 

remains in effect after CPDLC has been established. 

3.6.5.2 

 

 

57243918-

c0d9-4f33-

8901-

3e8b21e85ded 

 3.6.5.2    Communication failure. If a 

communication failure precludes compliance with 

3.6.5.1, the aircraft shall comply with the voice 

communication failure procedures of Annex 10, Volume 

II, and with such of the following procedures as are 

appropriate. The aircraft shall attempt to establish 

communications with the appropriate air traffic control 

unit using all other available means. In addition, the 

aircraft, when forming part of the aerodrome traffic at a 

controlled aerodrome, shall keep a watch for such 

instructions as may be issued by visual signals. 

 

SERA.8035(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012   

  

      Only the 

first 

sentence is 

transposed 

into 

SERA.   

  

The 

provisio

ns on 

the 

commun

ications 

failure 

are 

included 

in the 

rulemaki

ng task 

0476, 

regular  

update 

of 

SERA.  

Planned 

impleme

ntation 

is Q4 or 

2023.   

    

      

3.6.5.2.1 

 

 

fe499a52-aa79-

455e-85bb-

14a59406e9d4 

 3.6.5.2.1    If in visual meteorological 

conditions, the aircraft shall: 

 

 a) continue to fly in visual meteorological 

conditions; land at the nearest suitable aerodrome; and 

           Not 

implement

ed.       
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report its arrival by the most expeditious means to the 

appropriate air traffic services unit;  

 

 b) if considered advisable, complete an 

IFR flight in accordance with 3.6.5.2.2. 

 

3.6.5.2.2 

 

 

807e7e08-

ac66-43a3-

8280-

a11cc67473a9 

 3.6.5.2.2    If in instrument meteorological 

conditions or when the pilot of an IFR flight considers it 

inadvisable to complete the flight in accordance with 

3.6.5.2.1 a), the aircraft shall: 

 

 a) unless otherwise prescribed on the basis 

of regional air navigation agreement, in airspace where 

radar is not used in the provision of air traffic control, 

maintain the last assigned speed and level, or minimum 

flight altitude if higher, for a period of 20 minutes 

following the aircraft’s failure to report its position over a 

compulsory reporting point and thereafter adjust level and 

speed in accordance with the filed flight plan;  

 

 b) in airspace where radar is used in the 

provision of air traffic control, maintain the last assigned 

speed and level, or minimum flight altitude if higher, for 

a period of 7 minutes following: 

 

  1) the time the last assigned level 

or minimum flight altitude is reached; or 

 

  2) the time the transponder is set 

to Code 7600; or 

 

  3) the aircraft’s failure to report 

its position over a compulsory reporting point; 

           Not 

implement

ed.       
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  whichever is later, and thereafter adjust 

level and speed in accordance with the filed flight plan; 

 

 c) when being radar vectored or having 

been directed by ATC to proceed offset using area 

navigation (RNAV) without a specified limit, rejoin the 

current flight plan route no later than the next significant 

point, taking into consideration the applicable minimum 

flight altitude; 

 

 d) proceed according to the current flight 

plan route to the appropriate designated navigation aid or 

fix serving the destination aerodrome and, when required 

to ensure compliance with e) below, hold over this aid or 

fix until commencement of descent; 

 

 e) commence descent from the navigation 

aid or fix specified in d) at, or as close as possible to, the 

expected approach time last received and acknowledged; 

or, if no expected approach time has been received and 

acknowledged, at, or as close as possible to, the estimated 

time of arrival resulting from the current flight plan; 

 

 f) complete a normal instrument approach 

procedure as specified for the designated navigation aid 

or fix; and 

 

 g) land, if possible, within 30 minutes 

after the estimated time of arrival specified in e) or the 

last acknowledged expected approach time, whichever is 

later. 
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 Note 1.— The provision of air traffic control 

service to other flights operating in the airspace 

concerned will be based on the premise that an aircraft 

experiencing communication failure will comply with the 

rules in 3.6.5.2.2. 

 

 Note 2. — See also 5.1.2. 

3.7.1 

 

 

36cb7f47-ed00-

4ecd-9535-

5ceff248fabb 

3.7    Unlawful interference 

 

 3.7.1    An aircraft which is being subjected to 

unlawful interference shall endeavour to notify the 

appropriate ATS unit of this fact, any significant 

circumstances associated therewith and any deviation 

from the current flight plan necessitated by the 

circumstances, in order to enable the ATS unit to give 

priority to the aircraft and to minimize conflict with other 

aircraft. 

 

 Note 1.— Responsibility of ATS units in 

situations of unlawful interference is contained in Annex 

11. 

 

 Note 2.— Guidance material for use when 

unlawful interference occurs and the aircraft is unable to 

notify an ATS unit of this fact is contained in Attachment 

B to this Annex. 

 

 Note 3.— Action to be taken by SSR-, ADS-B- 

and ADS-C-equipped aircraft which are being subjected 

to unlawful interference is contained in Annex 11, the 

PANS-ATM (Doc 4444) and the PANS-OPS (Doc 8168). 

 

SERA.11005 

(aa) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

            SERA.1

1005(aa) 

also 

requires 

the 

aircraft 

to 

endeavo

ur to set 

the 

transpon

der to 

Code 

7500 

and to 

notify 

the 

appropri

ate ATS 

unit, 

which is 

required 

by point 

2.1.4.2.3 

of 

Annex 
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 Note 4.— Action to be taken by CPDLC-

equipped aircraft which are being subjected to unlawful 

interference is contained in Annex 11, the PANS-ATM 

(Doc 4444), and guidance material on the subject is 

contained in the Manual of Air Traffic Services Data 

Link Applications (Doc 9694). 

 

10 

Volume 

IV.     

3.7.2 

 

 

26d24666-

e93f-4b0d-

bc99-

ee2535ecc50b 

 3.7.2    If an aircraft is subjected to unlawful 

interference, the pilot-in-command shall attempt to land 

as soon as practicable at the nearest suitable aerodrome or 

at a dedicated aerodrome assigned by the appropriate 

authority unless considerations aboard the aircraft dictate 

otherwise. 

 

 Note 1.— Requirements for State authorities 

with respect to aircraft on the ground that are subject to 

unlawful interference are contained in Annex 17, Chapter 

5, 5.2.4. 

 

 Note 2.— See 2.4 regarding the authority of the 

pilot-in-command of an aircraft. 

 

 

 

SERA.11005 

(ab)  Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

3.8.1 

 

 

d4da38aa-

2210-454f-

bb78-

b658d613dded 

3.8    Interception 

 

 Note.— The word “interception” in this context 

does not include intercept and escort service provided, on 

request, to an aircraft in distress, in accordance with 

Volumes II and III of the International Aeronautical and 

Maritime Search and Rescue (IAMSAR) Manual (Doc 

9731). 

 

SERA.11015(

a) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      According 

to 

commonly 

agreed 

difference 

A2-08 the 

words ‘in 

distress’ of 

Chapter 3 

Appendi

x 1, 

Section 

2 is 

transpos

ed as 

Table 

S11-1 

and 
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 3.8.1    Interception of civil aircraft shall be 

governed by appropriate regulations and administrative 

directives issued by Contracting States in compliance 

with the Convention on International Civil Aviation, and 

in particular Article 3(d) under which Contracting States 

undertake, when issuing regulations for their State 

aircraft, to have due regard for the safety of navigation of 

civil aircraft. Accordingly, in drafting appropriate 

regulations and administrative directives due regard shall 

be had to the provisions of Appendix 1, Section 2 and 

Appendix 2, Section 1. 

 

 Note.— Recognizing that it is essential for the 

safety of flight that any visual signals employed in the 

event of an interception which should be undertaken only 

as a last resort be correctly employed and understood by 

civil and military aircraft throughout the world, the 

Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization, 

when adopting the visual signals in Appendix 1 to this 

Annex, urged Contracting States to ensure that they be 

strictly adhered to by their State aircraft. As interceptions 

of civil aircraft are, in all cases, potentially hazardous, 

the Council has also formulated special recommendations 

which Contracting States are urged to apply in a uniform 

manner. These special recommendations are contained in 

Attachment A. 

 

Part 3.8, 

are not 

included in 

Union law, 

thus 

enlarging 

the scope 

of escort 

missions to 

any type of 

flight 

requesting 

such 

service. 

Furthermor

e the 

provisions 

contained 

in 

Appendix 

2 Parts 1.1 

to 1.3 

inclusive 

as well as 

those 

found in 

Attachmen

t A, are not 

contained 

in Union 

law.     

S11-2; 

Appendi

x 2, 

Section 

1 is 

transpos

ed as 

AMC1 

SERA.1

1015(a); 

and 

Attachm

ent A is 

transpos

ed as 

GM2 

SERA.1

1015. 

3.8.2  3.8.2    The pilot-in-command of a civil aircraft, 

when intercepted, shall comply with the Standards in 

SERA.11015(

b)(1) Reg. 
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9cd5de2a-c0ad-

4528-9603-

8e2a63b2dedf 

Appendix 2, Sections 2 and 3, interpreting and 

responding to visual signals as specified in Appendix 1, 

Section 2. 

 

 Note.— See also 2.1.1 and 3.4. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

3.9 

 

 

bf243cd3-

31d6-485c-

bb0e-

5b30a8c2554c 

3.9    VMC visibility and distance from cloud minima 

 

VMC visibility and distance from cloud minima are 

contained in Table 3-1. 

 

 

 

Table 3-1* 
(see 4.1) 

 Altitude band Airspace 
class 

Flight 
visibility 

Distance 
from cloud 

 

 At and above 
3 050 m 
(10 000 ft) 
AMSL 

A*** B C D 
E F G 

8 km 1 500 m 
horizontally 
300 m (1 000 
ft) vertically 

 

 Below 3 050 
m (10 000 ft) 
AMSL and 
above 900 m 
(3 000 ft) 
AMSL, or 
above 300 m 
(1 000 ft) 
above terrain, 
whichever is 
the higher 

A***B C D 
E F G 

5 km 1 500 m 
horizontally 
300 m (1 000 
ft) vertically 

 

SERA.5001 

Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      (**)a)1) is 

replaced 

with the 

following: 

“at speeds 

of 140 kts 

IAS or less 

to give 

adequate 

opportunit

y to 

observe 

other 

traffic or 

any 

obstacles 

in time to 

avoid 

collision; 

or”. (**)b) 

is replaced 

with the 

following: 

“helicopter

s may be 

permitted 

to operate  

in less than 
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 At and below 
900 m 
(3 000 ft) 
AMSL, or 
300 m (1 000 
ft) above 
terrain, 
whichever is 
the higher 

A***B C D 
E 

5 km 1 500 m 
horizontally 
300 m (1 000 
ft) vertically 

 

 F G 5 km** Clear of 
cloud and 
with the 
surface in 
sight 

 

 * When the height of the transition altitude is lower than 3 
050 m (10 000 ft) AMSL, FL 100 should be used in lieu 
of 10 000 ft. 

 
** When so prescribed by the appropriate ATS 
authority: 
 
 a)  flight visibilities reduced to not less than 
1 500 m may be permitted for flights operating: 
 
  1) at speeds that, in the prevailing 

visibility, will give adequate opportunity to 
observe other traffic or any obstacles in time to 
avoid collision; or 

 
  2) in circumstances in which the 

probability of encounters with other traffic 
would normally be low, e.g. in areas of low 
volume traffic and for aerial work at low 
levels. 

 
 b) HELICOPTERS may be permitted to 

operate in less than 1 500 m flight visibility, if 
manoeuvred at a speed that will give adequate 
opportunity to observe other traffic or any obstacles 
in time to avoid collision. 

 

1 500 m 

but not less 

than 800 m 

flight 

visibility, 

if 

manoeuvre

d at a 

speed that 

will give 

adequate 

opportunit

y to 

observe 

other 

traffic or 

any 

obstacles 

in time to 

avoid 

collision.”    
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*** The VMC minima in Class A airspace are included for 

guidance to pilots and do not imply acceptance of VFR 
flights in Class A airspace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1 

 

 

1d50d390-

478e-4c41-

9d60-

bda0eec35876 

CHAPTER 4.    VISUAL FLIGHT RULES 

 

 

 

 4.1    Except when operating as a special VFR 

flight, VFR flights shall be conducted so that the aircraft 

is flown in conditions of visibility and distance from 

clouds equal to or greater than those specified in Table 3-

1. 

 

SERA.5005(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

4.2 

 

 

54b2bbc5-

6bc4-47de-

848d-

9e2a6c0ab054 

 4.2    Except when a clearance is obtained from 

an air traffic control unit, VFR flights shall not take off or 

land at an aerodrome within a control zone, or enter the 

aerodrome traffic zone or traffic pattern: 

 

 a) when the ceiling is less than 450 m (1 

500 ft); or 

 

 b) when the ground visibility is less than 5 

km. 

 

SERA.5005(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

           SERA 

call 

these 

kind of 

flights 

special 

VFR 

flights. 
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4.3 

 

 

14388a6e-

6abb-4e6c-

8902-

40d78e104b2b 

 4.3    VFR flights between sunset and sunrise, or 

such other period between sunset and sunrise as may be 

prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority, shall be 

operated in accordance with the conditions prescribed by 

such authority. 

 

SERA.5005(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

4.4 

 

 

b989626e-

aa29-431a-

8054-

77e324e16d28 

 4.4    Unless authorized by the appropriate ATS 

authority, VFR flights shall not be operated: 

 

 a) above FL 200; 

 

 b) at transonic and supersonic speeds. 

 

SERA.5005(d

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      SERA 

does not 

allow VFR 

flights 

above 

FL195 

with two 

exceptions: 

airspace 

reservation 

or special 

authorisati

on by the  

ATS unit 

up to 

FL285.      

          

     

4.5 

 

 

9f27942c-

1587-4c29-

a0a5-

5528f12ecf8b 

 4.5    Authorization for VFR flights to operate 

above FL 290 shall not be granted in areas where a 

vertical separation minimum of 300 m (1 000 ft) is 

applied above FL 290. 

 

SERA.5005(e

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      The 

maximum 

FL allowed 

is 285.     
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4.6 

 

 

1d18e68d-

7d07-45a4-

89ed-

6ddee16dbe9e 

 4.6    Except when necessary for take-off or 

landing, or except by permission from the appropriate 

authority, a VFR flight shall not be flown: 

 

 a) over the congested areas of cities, 

towns or settlements or over an open-air assembly of 

persons at a height less than 300 m (1 000 ft) above the 

highest obstacle within a radius of 600 m from the 

aircraft; 

 

 b) elsewhere than as specified in 4.6 a), at 

a height less than 150 m (500 ft) above the ground or 

water. 

 

 Note.— See also 3.1.2. 

 

SERA.5005(f

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      Commonly 

agreed 

difference 

A2-07 

requires in 

addition to 

the ICAO 

obstacle 

clearance 

criteria in 

point (2) 

that the 

VFR flight 

shall be 

150 m 

(500 ft) 

above the 

highest 

obstacle 

within a 

radious of 

150 m  

(500 ft) 

from the 

aircraft.  

   

     

4.7 

 

 

6b5588b0-

60fa-45ff-

975d-

be4c9df82294 

 4.7    Except where otherwise indicated in air 

traffic control clearances or specified by the appropriate 

ATS authority, VFR flights in level cruising flight when 

operated above 900 m (3 000 ft) from the ground or 

water, or a higher datum as specified by the appropriate 

ATS authority, shall be conducted at a cruising level 

SERA.5005(g

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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appropriate to the track as specified in the tables of 

cruising levels in Appendix 3. 

 

4.8 

 

 

58b32488-

93b6-42f3-

acfd-

5e6a95679026 

 4.8    VFR flights shall comply with the 

provisions of 3.6: 

 

 a) when operated within Classes B, C and 

D airspace; 

 

 b) when forming part of aerodrome traffic 

at controlled aerodromes; or 

 

 c) when operated as special VFR flights. 

 

SERA.5005(h

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

4.9 

 

 

6c28ae46-

3106-42cb-

a23a-

5a4f122cde63 

 4.9   A VFR flight operating within or into areas, 

or along routes, designated by the appropriate ATS 

authority in accordance with 3.3.1.2 c) or d) shall 

maintain continuous air-ground voice communication 

watch on the appropriate communication channel of, and 

report its position as necessary to, the air traffic services 

unit providing flight information service. 

 

 Note.— See Notes following 3.6.5.1. 

 

SERA.5005(i

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

4.10 

 

 

15468a94-

80b9-4b66-

a38c-

3e83523d4195 

 4.10    An aircraft operated in accordance with 

the visual flight rules which wishes to change to 

compliance with the instrument flight rules shall: 

 

 a) if a flight plan was submitted, 

communicate the necessary changes to be effected to its 

current flight plan; or 

 

SERA.5005(j

) Reg.(EU) 

923/2012     
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 b) when so required by 3.3.1.2, submit a 

flight plan to the appropriate air traffic services unit and 

obtain a clearance prior to proceeding IFR when in 

controlled airspace. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1.1 

 

 

08891b79-

6b7e-420d-

880d-

003293544372 

CHAPTER 5.    INSTRUMENT FLIGHT RULES 

 

 

 

5.1    Rules applicable to all IFR flights 

 

 

5.1.1    Aircraft equipment 

 

Aircraft shall be equipped with suitable instruments and 

with navigation equipment appropriate to the route to be 

flown. 

 

 

 

SERA.5015(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

5.1.2 

 

 

58bdf00b-94f9-

49a5-8f83-

cf1a888f1cf1 

5.1.2    Minimum levels 

 

Except when necessary for take-off or landing, or except 

when specifically authorized by the appropriate authority, 

an IFR flight shall be flown at a level which is not below 

the minimum flight altitude established by the State 

whose territory is overflown, or, where no such minimum 

flight altitude has been established: 

 

SERA.5015(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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 a) over high terrain or in mountainous 

areas, at a level which is at least 600 m (2 000 ft) above 

the highest obstacle located within 8 km of the estimated 

position of the aircraft; 

 

 b) elsewhere than as specified in a), at a 

level which is at least 300 m (1 000 ft) above the highest 

obstacle located within 8 km of the estimated position of 

the aircraft. 

 

 Note 1.— The estimated position of the aircraft 

will take account of the navigational accuracy which can 

be achieved on the relevant route segment, having regard 

to the navigational facilities available on the ground and 

in the aircraft. 

 

 Note 2.— See also 3.1.2. 

 

 

5.1.3.1 

 

 

153c21e9-

26ca-4e85-

9592-

7c5ff3282714 

5.1.3    Change from IFR flight to VFR flight 

 

 5.1.3.1    An aircraft electing to change the 

conduct of its flight from compliance with the instrument 

flight rules to compliance with the visual flight rules 

shall, if a flight plan was submitted, notify the appropriate 

air traffic services unit specifically that the IFR flight is 

cancelled and communicate thereto the changes to be 

made to its current flight plan. 

 

SERA.5015(c

)(1) Reg. 

(EU) 

923/2012     

        

      SERA 

does not 

transposes 

‘,if a flight 

plan was  

submitted,’

.     

     

5.1.3.2 

 

 

 5.1.3.2    When an aircraft operating under the 

instrument flight rules is flown in or encounters visual 

meteorological conditions it shall not cancel its IFR flight 

unless it is anticipated, and intended, that the flight will 

SERA.5015(c

)(2) Reg. 

(EU) 
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25d7a4ad-

3833-4f48-

b1b4-

3dee755758f0 

be continued for a reasonable period of time in 

uninterrupted visual meteorological conditions. 

 

 

 

923/2012     

        

5.2.1 

 

 

3e685a16-f298-

4110-a4bd-

c0758e3d92d5 

5.2    Rules applicable to IFR flights within 

controlled airspace 

 

 5.2.1    IFR flights shall comply with the 

provisions of 3.6 when operated in controlled airspace. 

 

SERA.5020(a

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

                

5.2.2 

 

 

952ea37c-

abd0-4ed1-

a8b6-

d5a810accb26 

 5.2.2    An IFR flight operating in cruising flight 

in controlled airspace shall be flown at a cruising level, 

or, if authorized to employ cruise climb techniques, 

between two levels or above a level, selected from: 

 a) the tables of cruising levels in 

Appendix 3; or 

 

 b) a modified table of cruising levels, 

when so prescribed in accordance with Appendix 3 for 

flight above FL 410; 

 

except that the correlation of levels to track prescribed 

therein shall not apply whenever otherwise indicated in 

air traffic control clearances or specified by the 

appropriate ATS authority in Aeronautical Information 

Publications. 

 

 

 

SERA.5020(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

            Point b) 

is not 

transpos

ed. 

SERA 

specifies 

that the 

authoris

ation 

shall be 

given by 

an ATS 

unit.   

  

5.3.1 

 

 

5.3    Rules applicable to IFR flights outside 

controlled airspace 

 

SERA.5025(a

) Reg. (EU) 

            SERA 

only 

contains 
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b76c4386-f9aa-

451f-9eb8-

ba584946f4c0 

 

5.3.1    Cruising levels 

 

An IFR flight operating in level cruising flight outside of 

controlled airspace shall be flown at a cruising level 

appropriate to its track as specified in: 

 

 a) the tables of cruising levels in 

Appendix 3, except when otherwise specified by the 

appropriate ATS authority for flight at or below 900 m 

(3 000 ft) above mean sea level; or 

 

 b) a modified table of cruising levels, 

when so prescribed in accordance with Appendix 3 for 

flight above FL 410. 

 

 Note.— This provision does not preclude the use 

of cruise climb techniques by aircraft in supersonic flight. 

 

 

923/2012     

        

one 

table in 

Appendi

x 3 and 

that is 

why 

point b) 

was not 

transpos

ed.     

5.3.2 

 

 

68484402-

3b28-4036-

ad1b-

08054ee903a4 

5.3.2    Communications 

 

An IFR flight operating outside controlled airspace but 

within or into areas, or along routes, designated by the 

appropriate ATS authority in accordance with 3.3.1.2 c) 

or d) shall maintain an air-ground voice communication 

watch on the appropriate communication channel and 

establish two-way communication, as necessary, with the 

air traffic services unit providing flight information 

service. 

 

 Note.— See Notes following 3.6.5.1. 

 

SERA.5025(b

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     
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5.3.3 

 

 

2a7c3d28-4f01-

4580-ab6d-

663b02b2445c 

5.3.3    Position reports 

 

An IFR flight operating outside controlled airspace and 

required by the appropriate ATS authority to: 

 

 — submit a flight plan, 

 

 — maintain an air-ground voice 

communication watch on the appropriate communication 

channel and establish two-way communication, as 

necessary, with the air traffic services unit providing 

flight information service, 

 

shall report position as specified in 3.6.3 for controlled 

flights. 

 

 Note.— Aircraft electing to use the air traffic 

advisory service whilst operating IFR within specified 

advisory airspace are expected to comply with the 

provisions of 3.6, except that the flight plan and changes 

thereto are not subjected to clearances and that two-way 

communication will be maintained with the unit providing 

the air traffic advisory service. 

 

 

 

 

 

SERA.5025(c

) Reg. (EU) 

923/2012     

        

      In 

SERA.400

1(b)(2) 

EASA 

requires 

“any IFR 

flight 

within 

advisory 

airspace” 

to submit a 

flight 

plan.     

     

 


