




CONTINUING AIRWORTHINESS 
REQUIREMENTS – PART-M

Consolidated version of Part M (Annex I) of the Commission Regulation  
EC No. 2042/2003, and related EASA Decisions  

(Acceptable Means of Compliance and Guidance Material), as amended

Revision August 2012

PART-M
 

amended by
EU No. 593/2012 

EU No. 1149/2011 
EU No. 962/2010 
EU No. 127/2010 
EC No. 1056/2008 
EC No. 376/2007 
EC No. 707/2006

+ AMC/GM Part-M
 

Decision 2003/19/RM amended by
Decision 2012/004/R 
Decision 2010/006/R 
Decision 2010/002/R 
Decision 2009/006/R 
Decision 2008/013/R 
Decision 2007/001/R 
Decision 2006/14/R 
Decision 2006/11/R

Commission Regulation (EC) No. 2042/2003 of 20 November 2003 on the continuing 
airworthiness of aircraft and aeronautical products, parts and appliances, and on the approval of organisa-

tions and personnel involved in these tasks (Text with EEA relevance)

Initially published on 28/11/2003, Official Journal L 315, P. 0001 – 0165



Europe Direct is a service to help you find answers  
to your questions about the European Union

Freephone number (*):
00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11

(*) Certain mobile telephone operators do not allow access to 00 800 numbers or these calls may be 
billed.

More information on the European Union is available on the Internet (http://europa.eu).

Cataloguing data can be found at the end of this publication.

Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union, 2012

ISBN-13 978-92-9210-123-7 
doi: 10.2822/35427

© European Union, 2012 
Reproduction is authorised provided the source is acknowledged.

Layout by EASA.

Printed in Belgium

�������	
�	�����	
��
���������	�����

http://europa.eu


 3

Part-M and AMC/GM rev. August 2012 Dear Reader

Dear Reader,
After a first Technical Publication on Part-M in 2010, the current version is 
the revised Part-M consolidated rules handbook and CD of August 2012. 
This update includes the latest Implementing Rules, EU 593/2012 and EU 
1149/2011, as well as the latest Agency Decisions, ED 2010/006/R, and ED 
2012/004/R.

The rules have been put together with their respective Acceptable Means 
of Compliance and Guidance Materials. Amendment lines alongside the 
text indicate the latest amendments. Other Technical Publications have so 
far been produced for Part-145 and Part-66. We will work on further EASA 
rule handbooks – notably in the areas of Flight Standards and Air Traffic 
Management.

Cologne, August 2012 Patrick Goudou 
 Executive Director, EASA
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Disclaimer

This Part-M consolidated version has been prepared by the Agency in order to provide stake-holders 
with an updated and easy-to-read publication. It has been prepared by combining the officially 
published corresponding text of the regulation, and all amendments together with the acceptable 
means of compliance and guidance material adopted so far. However, this is not an official publica-
tion and the Agency accepts no liability for damage of any kind resulting from the risks inherent in 
the use of this document.

Officially published documents, used to amalgamate all the elements into this consolidated version, 
may be found on the Agency’s webpage www.easa.europa.eu

The format of this publication has been adjusted in order to make it easier to read and for refer-
ence purposes. Readers are invited and encouraged to report to CA_Part-M@easa.europa.eu any 
perceived errors, or comments relating to this publication.

http://www.easa.europa.eu
mailto:CA_Part-M@easa.europa.eu


Part-M and AMC/GM rev. August 2012 Key to use of document

 5

Key to use of document

Implementing Rule (no  
coloured bar on the side of the 
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Article 1 
Objective and scope

1. This Regulation establishes common technical requirements and administrative procedures 
for ensuring the continuing airworthiness of aircraft, including any component for installation 
thereto, which are:

 (a) registered in a Member State; or

 (b) registered in a third country and used by an operator for which a Member State ensures 
oversight of operations.

2. Paragraph 1 shall not apply to aircraft the regulatory safety oversight of which has been 
transferred to a third country and which are not used by a Community operator, or to aircraft 
referred to in Annex II to the basic Regulation.

3. The provisions of this Regulation related to commercial air transport are applicable to licensed 
air carriers as defined by Community law.

Article 2 
Definitions

Within the scope of the basic Regulation, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) “aircraft” means any machine that can derive support in the atmosphere from the reactions of 
the air other than reactions of the air against the earth’s surface;

(b) “certifying staff” means personnel responsible for the release of an aircraft or a component 
after maintenance;

(c) “component” means any engine, propeller, part or appliance;

(d) “continuing airworthiness” means all of the processes ensuring that, at any time in its operating 
life, the aircraft complies with the airworthiness requirements in force and is in a condition for 
safe operation;

(e) “JAA” means “Joint Aviation Authorities”;

(f) “JAR” means “Joint Aviation Requirements”;

(g) “large aircraft” means an aircraft, classified as an aeroplane with a maximum take-off mass of 
more than 5700 kg, or a multi-engined helicopter;

(h) “maintenance” means any one or combination of overhaul, repair, inspection, replacement, 
modification or defect rectification of an aircraft or component, with the exception of pre-flight 
inspection;

(i) “organisation” means a natural person, a legal person or part of a legal person. Such an organi-
sation may be established at more than one location whether or not within the territory of the 
Member States;

(j) “pre-flight inspection” means the inspection carried out before flight to ensure that the aircraft 
is fit for the intended flight.

(k) “ELA1 aircraft” means the following manned European light aircraft:

(i) an aeroplane with a maximum take-off mass (MTOM) of 1 200 kg or less that is not classi-
fied as complex motor-powered aircraft;
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(ii) a sailplane or powered sailplane of 1 200 kg MTOM or less;

(iii) a balloon with a maximum design lifting gas or hot air volume of not more than 3 400 m3 
for hot air balloons, 1 050 m3 for gas balloons, 300 m3 for tethered gas balloons;

(iv) an airship designed for not more than four occupants and a maximum design lifting gas or 
hot air volume of not more than 3 400 m3 for hot air airships and 1 000 m3 for gas airships;

(l) “LSA aircraft” means a light sport aeroplane which has all of the following characteristics:

(i) a Maximum Take-off Mass (MTOM) of not more than 600 kg;

(ii) a maximum stalling speed in the landing configuration (VS0) of not more than 45 knots 
Calibrated Airspeed (CAS) at the aircraft’s maximum certificated takeoff mass and most 
critical centre of gravity;

(iii)  a maximum seating capacity of no more than two persons, including the pilot;

(iv)  a single, non-turbine engine fitted with a propeller;

(v) a non-pressurised cabin;

(m) “principal place of business” means the head office or the registered office of the undertaking 
within which the principal financial functions and operational control of the activities referred 
to in this Regulation are exercised.

Article 3  
Continuing airworthiness requirements

1. The continuing airworthiness of aircraft and components shall be ensured in accordance with 
the provisions of Annex I.

2. Organisations and personnel involved in the continuing airworthiness of aircraft and compo-
nents, including maintenance, shall comply with the provisions of Annex I and where appropri-
ate those specified in Articles 4 and 5.

3. By derogation from paragraph 1, the continuing airworthiness of aircraft holding a permit to fly 
shall be ensured on the basis of the specific continuing airworthiness arrangements as defined 
in the permit to fly issued in accordance with the Annex (Part-21) to Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 1702/2003.

4. For aircraft not used in commercial air transport, any airworthiness review certificate or equiva-
lent document issued in accordance with the Member State requirements and valid on 28 
September 2008 shall be valid until its expiration date or until 28 September 2009, whichever 
comes first. After the expiration of its validity, the competent authority may further re-issue or 
extend one time the airworthiness review certificate or equivalent document for one year, if 
allowed by the Member State requirements. Upon further expiration, the competent authority 
may further re-issue or extend one more time the airworthiness review certificate or equivalent 
document for one year, if allowed by the Member State requirements. No further re-issuance 
or extension is allowed. If the provisions of this point have been used, when transferring the 
registration of the aircraft within the EU, a new airworthiness review certificate shall be issued 
in accordance with M.A.904.
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Article 4 
Maintenance organisation approvals

1. Organisations involved in the maintenance of large aircraft or of aircraft used for commercial air 
transport, and components intended for fitment thereto, shall be approved in accordance with 
the provisions of Annex II.

2. Maintenance approvals issued or recognised by a Member State in accordance with the JAA 
requirements and procedures and valid before the entry into force of this Regulation shall be 
deemed to have been issued in accordance with this Regulation. For this purpose, by deroga-
tion from the provisions of 145.B.50(2) under Annex II, level 2 findings associated with the dif-
ferences between JAR 145 and Annex II may be closed within one year. Certificates of release 
to service and authorised release certificates issued by an organisation approved under JAA 
requirements during that one-year period shall be deemed to have been issued under this 
Regulation.

3. Personnel qualified to carry out and/or control a continued airworthiness non-destructive test 
of aircraft structures and/or components, on the basis of any standard recognised by a Member 
State prior to the entry into force of this Regulation as providing an equivalent level of qualifica-
tion, may continue to carry out and/or control such tests.

4. Certificates of release to service and authorised release certificates issued before the date of 
entry into force of this Regulation by a maintenance organisation approved under the Member 
State requirements shall be deemed equivalent to those required under points M.A.801 and 
M.A.802 of Annex I (Part-M) respectively.

Article 5 
Certifying staff

1. Certifying staff shall be qualified in accordance with the provisions of Annex III, except as pro-
vided for in points M.A.606(h), M.A.607(b), M.A.801(d) and M.A.803 of Annex I and in point 
145.A.30(j) of Annex II (Part 145) and Appendix IV to Annex II (Part 145).

2. Any aircraft maintenance licence and if any, the technical limitations associated with that 
licence, issued or recognised by a Member State in accordance with the JAA requirements and 
procedures and valid at the time of entry into force of this Regulation, shall be deemed to have 
been issued in accordance with this Regulation.

3. Certifying staff holding a licence issued in accordance with Annex III (Part-66) in a given catego-
ry/sub-category are deemed to have the privileges described in point 66.A.20(a) of this Annex 
corresponding to such a category/sub-category. The basic knowledge requirements correspond-
ing to these new privileges shall be deemed as met for the purpose of extending such licence to 
a new category/sub-category.

4. Certifying staff holding a licence including aircraft which do not require an individual type rating 
may continue to exercise his/her privileges until the first renewal or change, where the licence 
shall be converted following the procedure described in point 66.B.125 of Annex III (Part-66) to 
the ratings defined in point 66.A.45 of this Annex.

5. Conversion reports and Examination credit reports complying with the requirements applicable 
before this Regulation applies shall be deemed to be in compliance with this Regulation.

6. Until such time as this Regulation specifies requirements for certifying staff: 

 (i) for aircraft other than aeroplanes and helicopters, 
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 (ii) for components; 

 the requirements in force in the relevant Member State shall continue to apply, except for 
maintenance organisations located outside the European Union where the requirements shall 
be approved by the Agency.

Article 6 
Training organisation requirements

1. Organisations involved in the training of personnel referred to in Article 5 shall be approved in 
accordance with Annex IV to be entitled:

 (a) to conduct recognised basic training courses; and/or
 (b) to conduct recognised type training courses; and
 (c) to conduct examinations; and
 (d) to issue training certificates.

2. Any maintenance training organisation approval issued or recognised by a Member State in 
accordance with the JAA requirements and procedures and valid at the time of entry into force 
of this Regulation shall be deemed to have been issued in accordance with this Regulation. For 
this purpose, by derogation from the provisions of 147.B.130(b) under Annex IV, level 2 findings 
associated with the differences between JAR 147 and Annex IV may be closed within one year.

3. Basic training courses complying with the requirements applicable before this Regulation 
applies may be started until one year after the date by which this Regulation applies. Basic 
knowledge examinations conducted as part of these courses may comply with the requirements 
applicable before this Regulation applies.

4. Basic knowledge examinations complying with the requirements applicable before this 
Regulation applies and conducted by the competent authority or conducted by a maintenance 
training organisation approved in accordance with Annex IV (Part-147) while not being part of a 
basic training course, may be conducted until one year after the date by which this Regulation 
applies.

5. Type training courses and type examinations complying with the requirements applicable 
before this Regulation applies shall be started and finished not later than one year after the date 
by which this Regulation applies.

Article 7  
Entry into force

1. This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following that of its publication in the Official 
Journal of the European Union.

2. By way of derogation from paragraph 1:

(a) the provisions of Annex I, except for points M.A.201(h)(2) and M.A.708(c), shall apply from 
28 September 2005;

(b) point M.A.201(f) of Annex I shall apply to aircraft not involved in commercial air transport 
operated by third country carriers as from 28 September 2009.

3. By way of derogation from paragraph 1 and 2, Member States may elect not to apply:
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(a) the provisions of Annex I to aircraft not involved in commercial air transport, until 28 
September 2009;

(b) the provisions of Annex I(I) to aircraft involved in commercial air transport, until 28 
September 2008;

(c) the following provisions of Annex II, until 28 September 2006:

- 145.A.30(e), human factors elements,
- 145.A.30(g) as applicable to large aircraft with a maximum take-off mass of more than 

5700 kg,
- 145.A.30(h)(1) as applicable to aircraft with a maximum take-off mass of more than 5700 

kg,
- 145.A.30(j)(1), Appendix IV,
- 145.A.30(j)(2), Appendix IV;

(d) the following provisions of Annex II, until 28 September 2008:

- 145.A.30(g) as applicable to aircraft with a maximum take-off mass of 5700 kg or below,
- 145.A.30(h)(1) as applicable to aircraft with a maximum take-off mass of 5700 kg or 

below,
- 145.A.30(h)(2);

(e)  the provisions of Annex III, as applicable to aircraft with a maximum take-off mass above 
5700 kg until 28 September 2005;

(f)  the provisions of Annex III, as applicable to aircraft with a maximum take-off mass of 5700 
kg or below until 28 September 2006.

(g)  for aircraft not involved in commercial air transport other than large aircraft, the need to 
comply with Annex III (Part 66) in the following provisions, until 28 September 2011:

- M.A.606(g) and M.A.801(b)2 of Annex I (Part-M),
- 145.A.30(g) and (h) of Annex II (Part-145).

(h) for the maintenance of piston-engine non-pressurised aeroplanes of 2000 Kg MTOM and 
below not involved in commercial air transport:

(i) until 28 September 2012, the requirement for the competent authority to issue aircraft 
maintenance licences in accordance with Annex III (Part-66), as new or as converted 
pursuant to point 66.A.70 of this Annex.

(ii) until 28 September 2014, the requirement to have certifying staff qualified in accord-
ance with Annex III (Part-66) contained in the following provisions:

- M.A.606(g) and M.A.801(b)2 of Annex I (Part-M)
- 145.A.30(g) and (h) of Annex II (Part-145).

(i) for the maintenance of ELA1 aeroplanes not involved in commercial air transport, until 28 
September 2015:

(i) the requirement for the competent authority to issue aircraft maintenance licences in 
accordance with Annex III (Part-66), as new or as converted pursuant to point 66.A.70 of 
this Annex.

(ii) the requirement to have certifying staff qualified in accordance with Annex III (Part-66) 
contained in the following provisions:

- M.A.606(g) and M.A.801(b)2 of Annex I (Part-M)
- 145.A.30(g) and (h) of Annex II (Part-145).
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4. Member States may issue approvals with regard to Annex II and Annex IV of a limited duration 
until 28 September 2007.

5. When a Member State makes use of the provisions of paragraphs 3 or 4 it shall notify the 
Commission and the Agency.

6. The Agency shall make an evaluation of the implication of the provisions of Annex I to this 
Regulation with a view to submitting an opinion to the Commission, including possible amend-
ments to it, before 28 March 2005.

7. By way of derogation from paragraph 1:

(a) the provisions of point M.A.706(k) of Annex I (Part-M) shall apply as from 28 September 
2010;

(b) the provisions of point 7.7 of Appendix I to Annex III (Part-66) shall apply as from 28 
September 2010;

(c) maintenance organisations approved in accordance with Section A of subpart F of Annex 
I (Part-M) or Section A of Annex II (Part-145) may continue to issue Authorised Release 
Certificates by using the EASA Form 1 original issue, as laid down in Appendix II to the Annex 
I (Part-M) as well as Appendix I to the Annex II (Part 145), until 28 September 2010;

(d) competent authorities may continue to issue certificates, previous issue, as laid down in 
Appendices III, V and VI to Annex I (Part-M), Appendix III to Annex II (Part-145), Appendix V 
to Annex III (Part-66) or Appendix II to Annex IV (Part-147) to Regulation (EC) No 2042/2003 
in force prior to the entry into force of this regulation, until 28 September 2010;

8. For the purpose of time limits contained in points 66.A.25, 66.A.30 and Appendix III of Annex III 
(Part-66) related to basic knowledge examinations, basic experience, theoretical type training 
and examinations, practical training and assessment, type examinations and on the job train-
ing completed before this regulation applies, the origin of time shall be the date by which this 
Regulation applies.

9. The Agency shall submit an opinion to the Commission including proposals for a simple and 
proportionate system for the licensing of certifying staff involved in the maintenance of ELA1 
aeroplanes as well as aircraft other than aeroplanes and helicopters.

Article 8  
Agency Measures

1. The Agency shall develop acceptable means of compliance (hereinafter called "AMC") that com-
petent authorities, organisations and personnel may use to demonstrate compliance with the 
provisions of the Annexes to this Regulation.

2. The AMC issued by the Agency shall neither introduce new requirements nor alleviate the 
requirements of the Annexes to this Regulation.

3. Without prejudice to Articles 54 and 55 of Regulation (EC) No 216/2008, when the acceptable 
means of compliance issued by the Agency are used, the related requirements of the Annexes 
to this Regulation shall be considered as met without further demonstration.
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This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 20 November 2003

For the Commission 
Loyola de PALACIO 
Vice-President




