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Major Topics Addressed in 2023
Coordinated with VAST

4 EASA articles and videos with Mona Seeberger:

Inadvertent IMC

UIMC - After Take Off | EASA Community (europa.eu)

https://youtu.be/m8IOvlpo2uY
UIMC - Before Take-Off | EASA Community (europa.eu)

https://youtu.be/oA_ULvejHCI
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https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/topics/uimc-after-take
https://youtu.be/m8IOvlpo2uY
https://youtu.be/oA_ULvejHCI
https://youtu.be/m8IOvlpo2uY
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/topics/uimc-take
https://youtu.be/oA_ULvejHCI


4 EASA articles and videos with Mona Seeberger:

Inadvertent IMC

UIMC - Night Operations | EASA Community (europa.eu)

https://youtu.be/TZxrhdMCYjo

UIMC - Recovery In Flight | EASA Community (europa.eu)

https://youtu.be/6g1UyDrg6b4
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https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/topics/uimc-night-operations
https://youtu.be/TZxrhdMCYjo
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/topics/uimc-recovery-flight
https://youtu.be/6g1UyDrg6b4
https://youtu.be/6g1UyDrg6b4
https://youtu.be/TZxrhdMCYjo


EASA trailer with Mathieu Vandenavenne, video released in this Workshop

Airbus video and coordination with other OEMs and FAA (in progress) 

Also addressed by and coordinated with VAST Technology WG 

Unintended Yaw

https://youtu.be/H4pMDa1QAJ4
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https://youtu.be/H4pMDa1QAJ4


Promote Technologies with safety benefits
with VAST Tech WG

Technology

NLR Project presented in the
EASA Rotorcraft & VTOL Symposium 2022

And in the Rotorcraft Safety Zone 2023
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By Stefano Burigana, Elifriulia, and the ESPN-R ST Ops & SMS
Presented in this Workshop

ESPN-R Management System (MS) Manual

ICAR 2022 videos promoted
eLearning by Airbus Helicopters about to be finalised 
Material by Paolo dal Pozzo, AW139 pilot, Avincis

Mountain Flying

EASA videos with Mona Seeberger (work in progress)
Off Airfield Landing Site operations
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Flight Examiners’ Manual (FEM) | EASA (europa.eu)
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https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/general-publications/flight-examiners-manual-fem
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/general-publications/flight-examiners-manual-fem


DGAC DSAC Helicopter Rotor Downwash

Safety Guidebook | EASA Community (europa.eu)

Bruce Webb’s What can pilots do to avoid task saturation?
– YouTube

Bruce Webb - YouTube

DGAC / DSAC and Bruce Webb Material 
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https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/topics/dgac-dsac-helicopter-rotor-downwash-safety-guidebook
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/topics/dgac-dsac-helicopter-rotor-downwash-safety-guidebook
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/topics/dgac-dsac-helicopter-rotor-downwash-safety-guidebook
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7453300/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_DV90s-g2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_DV90s-g2M
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ8zoJngd8kf7EiX6qQn-aQ


Bird Strike, Thunderstorms, DVE and UIMC,
Winter Ops

Seasonal topics
Vuichard Recovery Safety Foundation 
(VRSF) new film in  development

VRS
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Claude Vuichard has launched a series of helicopter safety training courses

on VR Motion simulators, aimed to reduce HF accidents by 50% on:

- Autorotation

- Dynamic Roll Over

- VRS

- UIMC avoidance and recovery

- Wire strike avoidance

- …

Vertical Mag article, June 2023

Safe Autorotation Seminar by Claude Vuichard – YouTube

Vuichard Advanced Helicopter Training (vuichard-advanced-helicopter-training.ch)

Using simulation training to target HF accidents
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https://verticalmag.com/press-releases/helicopter-simulator-safety-training-to-reduce-rate-of-accidents-caused-by-human-factors/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58prn18uSZg
https://www.vuichard-advanced-helicopter-training.ch/


Research Project Final Webinar: Helicopter Off-Shore 
Operations – New Flotation Systems - Online | EASA 
(europa.eu)

Vulnerability of Manned Aircraft to Drone Strikes - On-site 
event | EASA (europa.eu)

Promotion of Safety Research
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https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/research-project-final-webinar-helicopter-shore-operations-new-flotation?utm_campaign=d-20231024&utm_term=pro&mtm_source=notifications&mtm_medium=email&utm_content=title&mtm_placement=content&mtm_group=easa_event
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/research-project-final-webinar-helicopter-shore-operations-new-flotation?utm_campaign=d-20231024&utm_term=pro&mtm_source=notifications&mtm_medium=email&utm_content=title&mtm_placement=content&mtm_group=easa_event
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/research-project-final-webinar-helicopter-shore-operations-new-flotation?utm_campaign=d-20231024&utm_term=pro&mtm_source=notifications&mtm_medium=email&utm_content=title&mtm_placement=content&mtm_group=easa_event
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/research-project-final-webinar-helicopter-shore-operations-new-flotation?utm_campaign=d-20231024&utm_term=pro&mtm_source=notifications&mtm_medium=email&utm_content=title&mtm_placement=content&mtm_group=easa_event
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/vulnerability-manned-aircraft-drone-strikes
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/newsroom-and-events/events/vulnerability-manned-aircraft-drone-strikes


Wildfires: EU doubles rescEU firefighting fleet 
for summer 2023 (europa.eu)

Council adopts decision o|n funding for firefighting 
planes and helicopters - Concilium (europa.eu)

Promotion of
European Decisions
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https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/news-stories/news/wildfires-eu-doubles-resceu-firefighting-fleet-summer-2023-2023-05-30_en
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/news-stories/news/wildfires-eu-doubles-resceu-firefighting-fleet-summer-2023-2023-05-30_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/13/council-adopts-decision-on-funding-for-firefighting-planes-and-helicopters/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/13/council-adopts-decision-on-funding-for-firefighting-planes-and-helicopters/


6th Dutch Helicopter Safety Day
Anticipating Future Safety Issues

• Key take away’s:
o Ensure consensus is reached on safety promotion material
o Address cons considerations (e.g. wearing a helmet can be tiring)
o Human-machine interaction is key for safety technology

Objectives:
• Inform
• Think
• Network

Discussions on:
• ESPN-R (dissemination)
• (How) is technology 

helping me?
• Future sector 

developments
• Future safety issues
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ESPN-R Specialist Teams and Task Forces

DRF Symposium, 6-7 Sep.

Work in progress:
• Pilot Guide
• PCDS Guide
• Hoist Simulation Training Means 

White Paper

Hoist Operations

Continuing material devel. & promo

Operational topics and good practices

Harmonising terminology

Sling Load
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EUROPEAN ROTORS 2023

• Hoist Ops demo by Airbus and DRF: 
Alexander Weissenboeck, Airbus and 
Sebastian Schneider, DRF

• Anticipating Future Safety Issues: 
Joost Vreeken and Marc Cruellas, NLR

• Understanding Overpitching & Power –
a common issue with PPL's, and R66 
Pre-flight: Jonny Balearic, Helicopters

Rotorcraft Safety Zone
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mailto:Alexander%20Weissenboeck,%20Airbus.com
mailto:sebastian.schneider@drf-luftrettung.de
mailto:Joost%20Vreeken
mailto:Marc.Cruellas.Bordes@nlr.nl
mailto:jonny@balearic-helicopters.com


EUROPEAN ROTORS 2023

• Mission Request Vade Mecum: 
Stefano Burigana, Elifriulia.it

• Sling Load Ops demo by Airbus and 
EASA: Michael Behrens and Jakob Uske, 
Airbus and Jonathan Hall, EASA

Rotorcraft Safety Zone
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mailto:stefano.burigana@elifriulia.it
mailto:Michael%20Behrens
mailto:jakob.uske,%20Airbus
mailto:jakob.uske,%20Airbus
mailto:jonathan.hall@easa.europa.eu


• Transferring ESPN-R Hoist Safety Promotion Guides to the FAA region 
with support from industry, in cooperation with VAST WG Safety Promotion

• Organise and/or participate in key events of 2024: 
DRF HHO Symposium, VAST Conferences, ICAR Congress, Workshops on Sling Load, 
Hoist pilot- / PCDS- / Hoist Simulation – Guides, CHC Summit, HAI HELI-EXPO, 
EUROPEAN ROTORS

• Unanticipated Yaw: best practice and pilot advice for all kinds of helicopters
with MR and Tail Rotor / Shrouded Tail Rotor

• Winter Ops 
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Candidate Subjects for 2024 



Candidate Subjects for 2024 
• Cable collision / wire strikes

• Loose items in cockpit area

• Twin Engine sensitive training area: OEI simulation and precautions

• Sling or external load accidents – Promote ESPN-R Sling Load Task Force material

• Poor pre-flight planning and preparation

• Lack of knowledge of aircraft systems and application of procedures
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• On board carriage of PEDs

• Poor operational management at take-off and landing sites

• Inadequate flight path management with the use of automation

• Management System, Safety Culture of organisation

• Inadequate airborne separation under VFR operation

• Helicopter rotor and transmission system failures

• Pilot fatigue
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Candidate Subjects for 2024



• Vortex Ring State (VRS)

• Impaired visibility conditions except IMC

• Degraded visibility conditions

• Engine power loss condition

• Dynamic rollover

• GM1 FCL.740.H - Setting up a repository of practical example subjects 
for an Examiner safety awareness briefing in the revalidation of
helicopter Type Ratings (ref. EASA Rotorcraft Safety Roadmap)
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Candidate Subjects for 2024



And Many More on LinkedIn!

> 3500 
Members

> 1100 
Members

> 220 
Members
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Thanks for you attention!
Questions?

European Safety Promotion Network Rotorcraft (ESPN-R) | EASA (europa.eu)

Deliverables in: Group Topics | EASA Community (europa.eu)

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/domains/safety-management/safety-promotion/european-safety-promotion-network-rotorcraft-espn-r
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/rotorcraft/topics
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