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MCAI – Definition & History (1) 

MCAI –what are they? 

ICAO Annex 8 Chapter 4 “Continuing 
Airworthiness of Aircraft” definition 

From the 1920s, each (FAA) AD was a ‘note’ 
inserted in (a revision of) an Aircraft Type 
Certificate Data Sheet – hence the (even today) 
frequently-used term ‘AD-Notes’ 

Individual ADs since 1940s – superseding the 
respective ‘Notes’ 



MCAI – Definition & History (2) 

MCAI –what are they? 

Manufacturer Service Bulletins classified as 
‘mandatory’ – e.g. the well-known CAA UK 
System – CAP476 

Before EASA, each MSB classified ‘Mandatory’ 
remained required, irrespective of revision/issue 
level or nature of changes – the ‘latest’ was 
always required – difficult to monitor or enforce 
by State of Registry 
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MCAI – Why? 

An aeroplane is only 

A Collection of 

spare parts, flying 

In close formation 

[source: unknown] 
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MCAI – Why? 

CAUTION: Aviation 

may be hazardous  

To your wealth 

[source: unknown] 
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MCAI – Why? 

If it ain't broke, 

don't fix it; 

(although replacing parts before they break seems a good idea) 

if it ain't fixed, 

don't fly it. 

[source: unknown] 

26-27 June 2013 AD Reading Workshop 6 



MCAI – Purpose (1)  

AD issued to correct an ‘unsafe condition’ – 
for definition(s), see Part 21 Guidance 
Material. 

Actions to enhance safety – e.g. design 
deficiency previously unknown – resulting in 
design change(s). 

Actions to restore design to already-
approved specification – e.g. improperly 
manufactured parts, or incorrect 
maintenance or repair – no design change. 
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MCAI – Purpose (2) 

AD to enhance or restore airspace safety 
(air traffic control purposes) – limited 
actions ‘on aircraft’. 

Future developments: 

Operational Suitability Data (OSD) 

Safety Directives 
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Non-MCAI – Safety Advisory 

State of Design ‘advisory’ documents 

No ‘unsafe condition’ determined 

Some well-known examples: 

FAA Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin (SAIB) 

Transport Canada Civil Aviation Safety Alert (CASA) 

CASA Australia Airworthiness Bulletin (AWB) 

EASA Safety Information Bulletin (SIB) 

ANAC Brazil Flight Alert (FA) 

26-27 June 2013 AD Reading Workshop 9 

http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/CE1337.pdf
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/casa201108.pdf
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/AWB_26004_Fire_Extinguisher_Recall.pdf
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/SIB_201215_R1_Airbus_SA_VHF_interference.pdf
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/FA_24_2012.pdf


Non-MCAI – Subject 

EASA SIB can be used for nearly all safety 
subjects 

EASA can directly endorse a ‘State of 
Design’ advisory document  
– no corresponding SIB necessary 

For Foreign ‘generic’ advisory documents, 
EASA SIB can be issued 
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http://ad.easa.europa.eu/blob/SIB_201304_ELT_Velcro_Mounting_FAA_SAIB_HQ1232.pdf


Any questions? 

Thank you for your attention 
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