
An Agency of the European Union

Your safety is our mission.

7th AD Workshop 

Adoption of Foreign ADs

Carlo Cardu

Safety Information Officer

November 26th 2019  



2
Nov 25th – 26th 2019 7th AD Workshop - Cologne

Basic Principles  

In accordance with Commission Regulation (EU) 748/2012, Annex I (Part 21), 
article 21.A.3B (a):

“An airworthiness directive means a document issued or adopted by the 
Agency which mandates actions to be performed on an aircraft ….”

As stated in EDD 2019/18/ED:

“It is common practice for imported products and parts to rely on the state 
of design to first detect whether unsafe conditions require the issuing of an 
airworthiness directive”.
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AD issued before 28 September 2003 (start date of EASA) by State of Design 
Authorities (Both EASA and Non EASA Member States) have been adopted 
by way of:

• Commission Regulation (EU) 748/2012, article 3, paragraph 1(a)(iii), 
dealing with “Continued validity of TC and related CofA”
With regard to products which had a type-certificate, or a document allowing the issuing of a 
certificate of airworthiness, issued before 28 September 2003 by a Member State, the following 
provisions shall apply: 

(a) the product shall be deemed to have a type-certificate issued in accordance with this Regulation when: 

(i) …..

(ii) ….

(iii) the applicable airworthiness directives were those of the State of Design. 
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How EASA adopts ADs issued before 28 Sept 2003  
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AD Adoption Exercise - Question

DGAC France AD 92-012-IMP(A)

• Applicable to an European Product 
(glider Schleicher type AS-K 13)

• Dated 08 January 1992

• Requires repetitive inspections 

Question:

Is this AD applicable in the EASA system? 
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AD Adoption Exercise – Answer 1/2

Answer: 

No, that AD is not applicable. 

France is not (and more important: was 
not, on the issue date of that AD) the 
State of Design of that product 

Relevant German AD is applicable (LBA 
LTA 1991-173)

25/26 November 2019 7th EASA AD Workshop - 2019 5



6
Nov 25th – 26th 2019 7th AD Workshop - Cologne

AD Adoption Exercise – Answer 2/2

Note: Actions accomplished before 28 September 2003, based on an AD 
issued by an EASA State of Registry authority, in deviation from a State of 
Design AD, remain ‘valid’ in the sense that such actions constitute 
compliance with the State of Design AD for the same subject. 

More information available at this FAQ in the EASA website 
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https://www.easa.europa.eu/faq/19479
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AD issued after 28 September 2003 (start date of EASA) by Foreign State of 
Design Authorities (Non EASA Member States) have been / are adopted by 
way of:

• Executive Director Decision 01/2003 (from 28 September 2003)

• Executive Director Decision 02/2003 (from 14 October 2003)

• Executive Director Decision 2019/018/ED (from 03 June 2019)

Each ED decision repealing the previous
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How EASA adopts ADs issued after 28 Sept 2003 

https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/agency-decisions/ed-decision-2019018ed
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EDD 02/2003

Article 1: Any airworthiness directive 
issued by a state of design for an aircraft 
imported from a third country, or for an 
engine, propeller, part or appliance 
imported from a third country and 
installed on an aircraft registered in an EU 
Member state, shall apply unless the 
Agency has issued a different Decision 
before the date of entry into force of that 
airworthiness directive.

EDD 2019/018/ED

Article 1: For a design of or a design 
change related to an aircraft, engine, 
propeller, part or appliance, which has 
been validated by EASA, or before 28 
September 2003, by an EASA Member 
State, any airworthiness directive issued 
by the State of Design of that aircraft, 
engine, propeller, part or appliance, or 
design change, shall apply as of their 
effective date, unless the Agency adopts 
a different Decision. 
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EDD 2019/018/ED – What’s new
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EDD 02/2003

Article 1: Any airworthiness directive 
issued by a state of design

EDD 2019/018/ED

Article 1: For a design of or a design 
change related to an aircraft, engine, 
propeller, part or appliance, which has 
been validated by EASA, or before 28 
September 2003, by an EASA Member 
State, any airworthiness directive issued 
by the State of Design of that aircraft, 
engine, propeller, part or appliance, or 
design change, shall apply as of their 
effective date, unless the Agency adopts 
a different Decision. 
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EDD 2019/018/ED – What’s new (cont’d)

for an aircraft 
imported from a third country….. shall 
apply unless the Agency has issued a 
different Decision before the date of 
entry into force of that airworthiness 
directive.

What if the affected product is not 
validated in EU?
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AD Adoption Exercise 2 - Question

FAA AD 2019-21-09

• Applicable to an European Product 
(Aviointeriors Seats)

• Seats known to be installed on, but 
not limited to, Boeing 777

• Effective 18 Dec 2019

Question

Is this AD eligible for adoption by EASA? 
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AD Adoption Exercise 2 – Answer

Answer: 

No, that AD is not eligible for adoption by 
EASA. 

The AD is applicable to Aviointeriors 
seats, for which EASA is State of Design.

Reference to “installed on Boeing 777” is 
not relevant to identify the State of 
Design.

Note: See also EASA AD 2018-0264
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EDD 02/2003 does not include reference to ADs applicable to STC-
modified products. 

EDD 02/2003

Any airworthiness directive issued by a 
state of design for an aircraft imported 
from a third country, or for an engine, 
propeller, part or appliance imported 
from a third country and installed on an 
aircraft registered in an EU Member 
state, shall apply unless the Agency has 
issued a different Decision before the 
date of entry into force of that 
airworthiness directive.

EDD 2019/018/ED

For a design of or a design change related 
to an aircraft, engine, propeller, part or 
appliance, which has been validated by 
EASA, or before 28 September 2003, by an 
EASA Member State, any airworthiness 
directive issued by the State of Design of 
that aircraft, engine, propeller, part or 
appliance, or design change, shall apply as 
of their effective date, unless the Agency 
adopts a different Decision. 
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EDD 2019/018/ED – What’s new (cont’d)
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AD applicable to STC-modified products – examples 
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EDD 02/2003 requires a decision not to adopt an AD must be taken and published 
before the date of entry into force of the airworthiness directive. 

EDD 02/2003

Article 1: Any airworthiness directive …. 
shall apply unless the Agency has issued a 
different Decision before the date of 
entry into force of that airworthiness 
directive.

EDD 2019/018/ED

Article 1: … any airworthiness directive … 
shall apply as of their effective date, 
unless the Agency adopts a different 
Decision. 
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EDD 2019/018/ED – What’s new (cont’d)



15
Nov 25th – 26th 2019 7th AD Workshop - Cologne

An AD fulfilling the conditions of Article 1 of EDD 2019/018/ED is applicable, 
in the EU system, unless the Agency adopts a different decision, even if that 
AD is not posted in the EASA Safety Publication tool.
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IT IS RECOMMENDED FOR OPERATORS TO REVIEW THE STATE OF DESIGN 
AUTHORITY WEBSITES, OR TO SUBSCRIBE TO THEIR NOTIFICATION SYSTEM.
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With the new EDD 2019/018/ED, there is no real change in the process 
leading to adoption of AD issued by non-EASA member states. The new EDD 
provides a clearer wording, removing room for misunderstanding.

The intent of the two EDDs is actually unchanged: as an example, AD issued 
by non-EASA Member States on STC-modified aircraft have been adopted, 
“as applicable”, even under the provision of EDD 2003/02.
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EDD 2019/018/ED – What’s new – Conclusion  
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Don’t follow my example in the previous slides 
(when single sentences have been highlighted), 

especially when you are reading an AD 
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AD SHOULD BE READ IN THEIR ENTIRETY!



An Agency of the European Union

Your safety is our mission.easa.europa.eu/connect

Thank you for your participation!

For any (further) questions, 
please provide these during the Q&A session at the end of the AD Workshop, 

or submit these in Slido during the Workshop. 

If there is insufficient time during the Q&A for all questions,                            
EASA will provide a written answer after the AD Workshop.

E-mail ads@easa.europa.eu

https://www.easa.europa.eu/connect
https://www.easa.europa.eu/connect

